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TODAY'S NEWS 


Tourists killed in Egypt 

Ten tourists, including six Germans, were murdered, 
and at least another nine people were injured when 
Islamic extremists attacked their bus in the middle of 
Cairo. Gunmen wearipg.busipess_suics approached 
the bus outside the Egyptian Museum and began to 
machine-gun it, while one hurled bombs. As passen- 
gers ran from the bus.'whh their cloches on fire, a 
shoot-out began with the police. On page 14, we 
report on the massacre and assess how dangerous 
Egypt has now become for foreigners. 


u £ht of democracy: A candle-lit vfcil held on .Wednesday night, by members of the Welsh ‘Yes' campaign, outside the Owarn Gtyndwr parliament building, in Machynlleth, 
mid-Wales. Turnout in yesterday’s devolution referendum was low but the ‘Yes’ camp remained confident that the principality would choose to establish an assembly in 
Cardiff following Scotland’s double *Yes* to a tax-raking Parliament in Edinburgh. Report, page 6 Photograph: Tom Pllston 


Labour dithers over 


Hindley art splashed 




fforcus Harvey's painting of the child-kBter Myra 
^Hdfqt.ntsde with the cast of a child’s handprint, 
hi^ proved too sensational for its own good In sepa> 
rac eaftac ks at the Royal Academy yesterday, it was 
splasheS w&ired and blue ink and had an egg flung \ 


Outside the RAfcs “Sensation" show in central Lon- 
don, the mother of a boy who was abducted by 
Hindley and her partner : bnJkady, and never found, 
was among die protescefr^urgmg visitors to boycott 
the show. Full story, page # .. .. 


Amin on camera 


1 Twenty-five years after the arrival of the first Ugan- 
:/i dan. Asians In Britain, fleeing the' murderous re^me • 
7 Idl Amin, we hear the stories of some of those __ 

. gfho came here and prospered. But wtet of the old *• 

Vraonsrer himself? 't 

.. -g, Today, we publish the first picture for- 15 years of ■ 

. dfeforirier dictator, taken in. his white-washed villa in 
jbdtfa, Saudi Arabia, where he Is spending his days in 
oifageS 


The Government was 
washed yesterday that 6 
>|t^n fobs could tie at • 
r&kifftdoes not stop 
<fithering and act quickly 
Year 2000 

-compttter^rimebornb. 

Britain feces a human, 
business and technical 
disaster which can hardly 
be over-estimated. Time 
1$ running out. Yet hardly 
anything is being done, 
Anthony Semis, PoS&cal Editor, 
discovers. . 


I to “dribs and 


Tackling car addiction 



After a R^ai Commission report on poHutfon de- 
manded aa anack on the . “macho car culture” by 
politicians, the Government has promised to re- 
spond. This could mean a doubling erf petrol prices, 
higher road taxes and a crackdown on-off-road vehir 
. jjes. But will labour really try to wean us off our 
ears? Page 3 . 1 


■ ■ back, an d. thetask of warning 
.TjefeyessabogTlhE threat posed' 
Ig uR mass computer breafc- 
; M s the turn of the centu- 
been delegated to *orie 

trianand his cat”. 

. Thsfcforce 2000 - “ensuring 
business continuity at die mfl- 
l eamh iro^ might sound grand 
EstebBshed at the instigation erf 
IheConservativc Government, 

it is co-sponsored by the CBI 
and the Gamputer Services 
and Software Association. 

But Robin Guenier, execu- 
tive directorof Tbskforce2000, 


of bungling Whitehall compla- 
cency in an attempt to jolt tiw: 
Go^eracien^ business and thSj 






WEATHER The pagiso 

TELEVISION The fye,p^e 32 
CROSS WORDS, ftga 32 and 
the Ifc/p 0 ® 6 29 ■_ 




Web address: httjsffwww, 
thdependent-cojuk . . 


pt^XJCdULU awigu. 

^T^^tm^durfesecqUye 
of 'the Governments own Ceu- 
traT Computer and Ifclecom- 
munia tjpp; Agency, said: “1 
done, if senior 
fftefe maget a. grip and piit it 


on ah emergency footing." 

• Mr Guenier, who works 
from his home, a cottage next 
!-to a pub car park' near 
Wheathamstead, Hertford- 
shire, is ifo starved of funds that 
he has not even had a secretary 
for the last year. Hts first sec- 
retary arrives on Monday. He 
described his operation as a one 
man and his cat".- . 

He has the help of one dv- 
3 servant; seconded from DTI 
and. two women who. answer 
telephones fronra "Virtual of- 
fice" in London. . In July, be 
sobmitted a modest business 
plan to Jcffisa Battle, the indus- 
. try minister, begging fOT another 
£450,000. EigfcS'wMks later, he 
has heardon the “gr^ievme" 
that be has been allocated an- 
other £1<XU)00. 

Thiae has been noreseatch . 
into the scale of the problem, 
and them is not one peony 
availablefor advertising. . 

Because many computers 
are not. geared to cope with a 
year ending in two zeros — 
2000 - some of diem will think 
they have gone bade to 1980 at 
the end of 1999. Meltdown 
could force business to a grind- 
' mg halL The doomsday sce- 
nario includes empty . 
supermarket shelves, aircraft 
grounded, international max* 
dosing down, and hospi- 
■inis being, starved of vital . 
(‘‘medical supplies. 

Mr Guenier, said' some . 
Americans' described ji as the - .. 
modem eqnwstepi of d» Bte<± 
Death. The chief executive of ; 
a British company with an an- 
nual turnover of £35bn tokHnm 
they had been working on the' ' 



One roan and his cat: 
Robin Guenier 


problem for two years already, 
“And st31 they’re pot confident 
of completing everything on 
□me. 

T am not adpomsayer. I be- 
lieve this is resolvable with po- 
litical wflL and the attention of 
senior people. But if you look 
at this over the next two years, 
it is as important as Aids, glob* 
aJ warmmgand BSE oombined. 
This is going to be devastating 
if we get it twong." ' 

John Redwood, the shadow 
spokesman, last night urged 
Tbny Blair to take control. of his 
own ministers, saying: "The 
Government shows no sense of 
urgency and offers no leader- 
ship to business.' ■ 

' WhitehaB insiders said that. 
Labour ministers have wasted 
time since coming to power. 
Margaret Beckett* Secretary 
of State for Hade and’Ihdusf 
try, took a keen interest before 
the election. After the election, 
she passed it on to Mr Battle, 
who baa responsibility for 


telecommunications. He has 
now passed it on to Barbara 
Roche, a junior minister re- 
sponsible for small business. 
She saw Mr Guenier for the 
first time on Monday. 

A year after Taskforce 2000 
was set up the Government has 
contributed £250,000, although 
it has pledged up to £400m for 
the Millennium Dome. 

At Monda/s meeting with 
Mrs Roche, Mr Guenier 
spelled out the threat in cold, 
hard figures. On the most 
optimistic assumptions, he said 
that any large-, or. medium- 
sized business which had not 
made an adequate start on en- 
suring that its computer systems 
were ready for the change of 
oentuiy by the end of the cur- 
rent financial year, next April, 
risked business failure. 

‘The indications are that 

- only about 20 per cent of large 
' businesses and 10 per cent of 

medium size business have 
made such a starC hc told the 
minister. “That means that 
about' 40,000 businesses with 
about 6 mUEon employees have 
noL The possible failure of so 
many businesses represents an 
unprecedented threat to' the 
economy. 7 ' 

Mr Guenier said: “I can 
find no one who understands 
the problem who doubts this. 

- This is extraordinarily worrying 
. --almost beyond belief. But no 
ont'&ems to want to listen." 

. Asked how Mrs Roche had 
responded, Mr Guenier said, T 
just left a very unhappy lady. I . 
got no response. It's all wool- 
ly; 1 get no fed that anybody be- 
lieves me." 
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PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


5/NEW BRITONS 

It is a quarter of a century since the Ugandan Asians arrived in Britain, 
expelled from Idi Amin's Uganda. It has turned out to be an extraordi- 
nary success story. 

7/HEALTH 

When Baroness Jay travelled to Africa she took an anti-malarial drug which 
government scientists say is linked to mental problems such as nightmares 
and hallucinations. She tells of her own experiences. 

8/EDUCATION 

Britain's first schools hit-squad has been sent into the east-London bor- 
ough of Hackney to safeguard the education of thousands of children. 

12/DESPATCHES 

Black columnists and intellectuals in South Africa are clamouring for a 
purge of the still white dominated media, arguing it is as racist as ever. 
The agns for press freedom are ominous. 

13/MEDIA 

BBC managers were forced to climb down over plans to restructure the 
corporation's news operation after protests from presenters and editors. 

15/ISRAEL 

A retired physician and bingo parlour-owner plunged relations between 
Israel and the Palestinians into crisis. 

17/CHINA 

President Jiang Zemin stamped his authority on the Communist Party, 
ousting some old faces from the central committee. 

18/CRIME 

Designer drugs are, for the first time, more popular in the north than in 
the south of England. 

20/FEATURES 

My mother’s lovers. A daughter's account of the often hilarious proces- 
sion of men through her household. 

23/COMMENT 

Suzanne Moore asks if anything has really changed since the death of 
Diana, Princess of Whies; Robert Fisk revisits the refugee camps at Sabra 
and Chatila, Lebanon, 15 years on. 

24/BUSINESS 

Price Waterhouse and Coopers & Lybrand are merging to become the 
world’s biggest accountancy firm. 

TOURIST RATES 



Chelsea waves goodbye to the White Hoiii 


And then there were three: Bill, Hillary and Socks. 
Chelsea Clinton, the Fust Daughter, left theWbiie 
House yesterday to begin her student career at Stan- . 
ford University in California. 

It is a ritual that has been, playing oat across 
the land. Fathers and mo there getting in their care 
to deliver their suddenly grown-up children to uni- 
versities in unfamilia r towns and unfamiliar states. 

The first thing I did this morning,” the Pres- 
ident confided to White House reporters, "was ... 
make sure we had all the right things”. But this 
kid’s belongings were piled not into the back of 
the family Ford but into the belly of a 747 jumbo 
jet-An Forre One. And, for the President's daugh- 
ter, the wrendi of leaving kune may be a Utile more 
daunting than for some of her peers. 

Until now, the Washington press has more Or 
less let Chelsea be. But Hillary, especially, feaisfor 

Cantona takes a flying leap 
into French fantasy : ~ 


her daughter's privacy. In a syndicated newspaper 
column yesterday, the First Lady said that attending 
the funeral of Diana, PriiKa^ of Whies, and 
in g the two princes left behind, had made her wOe* - 
iy more about her daughter. The, First Lady also 
remembered some of her owii undergraduate 

epiphanies, ipriutlmg r “the krag^yaQ&thrOQgfo cfcy . 
streets or across campus that raided in a tender jbOt 
ment with a handsome newboyftiBc^. K can’t imagr ’ 
ine having any of foose fnjyafrf e^paieaces.X^ 
interrupted by the bright of camerasVr, . 

But for Chelsea, who Chb&^a piacopfrfeafa^ 
iqg about as far frqm Wtsbagten 
out actually leaving ih<? '< 
anticipated hTieratibitzpay 
peels. Those beefy 
the donmtory bufld2ig?0Se< 

David 


HEALTH 

Paying a patient to take the pills 

paying patients to take their piDs maybe an effective way of ensuring foal 
they complete foe course and keep hospital appointments. Many patients 
stop *aking drugs as soon as they feel better but before foe cause of their 
fitness fe eradicated. This increases costs by wasting drugs and makes the _ 
illness more difficuftand more expensive to treat in thefutura 
- • Kidney patients who stop taking anti-rijection drugs may need a new 
t ransplan t, and sufferers from tuberculosis prescribed a cocktail of an- 
tibiotics for several months may continue to spread the disease if they 
stop taking them early. 

In ten of eleven trials m the United States, in which financia l incen- 

- fives were offered, patienB receiving them stuck to their treatment bet- 
ter; according to a study in the British. Medical Journal. 

- — ^ Jeremy Lou ranee 

FARMIN G ' V-" 1 / ‘ ' .’■■■“ ; 

iltery-hen misery ‘unnecessary’ 

Ttyv ^iTBATy Tayyfe ap tffi y offertory farmtrig could be ended if consumers 
; wnre-to spend j&s&a few extra pence a week, a report said yesterday. 

- •> ui &was battery hens iwere vital to keep down fire price of 

•J. /^^^accorciS^ to uis report, unveiled by Compassion in World Farming' 
:. ( I't WH) The ffr mnmirs Af fartdry farming showed that a free range egg- 

') cpsfjust a little over lp more tojjroduce than a battery egg, said the cam-v 
p-wgn group. The was true for pork and bacon, which was j ust afe 
to produce as meat from factory farmed pigs, it said. Moving 
•-J - ^rtirr fa i-tmy farming tn free range production would also create more 
.■ fit-foe poultry industry, the report said. Fate Stevenson, CTWF political** 
• andlegal director, said.* “For a cost to each of us of less than 3p perwe^ci 
- ■ we, could free millions of bens and pigs from a lifetime of misery.” 

..-Mature 

.Butterflies fly in on wings of a storm 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.15 

.Italy (lira) 

2,689.00 

Austria (schillings) 

1928 

japan (yen) 

190.94 

Belgium (francs) 

56.66 

Malta (Bra) 

k - 0^61 

*. y l_j • • ll 

Canada (?) 

2.16 ‘ 

Netherlands (guilders) 

’ 108 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.80 

Norway (kroner) 

11.16 

Denmark (kroner) 

(Oil 

Portugal (escudos) 

27653 

France (francs) 

9.21 

Spain (pesesas) 

23050 

Germany (marks) 

175 

Sweden (kroner) 

11.79 

Greece (drachma) 

437 JO 

Switzerland (francs) 

127 

Hong Kong ($) 

11.99 

Turkey (lira) 

259,956.00 

Ireland (punts) 

1.03 

USA ($) 

1^6 


If Eric Cantona could comeback 
asa woman, he would like to be 
Diana, Princess of Wales, in 
heaven. 

In one of the rare interviews 
he has given since his retirement, 
the footballer turned actor said 
he was “enormously moved” by 
Diana's death. Cantona, 31, was 
then asked by the French cinema 
npgazine, Prendire,ix) give a se- 
ries of instant responsesTo sim- 
ple questions.-. 

If he' could come back as a 
flower, he said he would like to 
be a marguerite; if he came back 
as a tree, he would like to be a 


k E^trwinsummer.^withacad 
e in itsfrranches. A^ed wfea^am- 
n an he wouid like to be, (^pfoi 
replied; “I would be Lady Di, 
s where she is today.” 
t, The former king o£.Jtiabch : 
d ester, described by foe magazine 
y as “the youngest retired person 
es mftanre”,w^ photographed for 
a' ,_the interview made" up like, a 
>- h4aori, with half bis face covered 
i- of mo<& fetches. 

a ' \ Rassain, Can- 

o tona will become “foe new star 
k of the French cinema”. - ; 

a — Davkf Lichfield. Paris 
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Author called to account by building society 
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newspapers 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made l*i 43L6% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 


A building-society investor who wrote a guide on 
how best to go about carpetbagging has had his 
account closed. 

Jon Massey's account was terminated by the Bri- 
tannia Buikling Society, which strongly believes that 
building societies should not convert to banks, be- 
cause be was campaigning against mutuality. In his 
booklet. The Oup^agger'sAcamphce, he says that 
anyone who did not want to earn a £1,500 wind- 
fall from a £100 investment was a “complete idiot”. 

Stephen Williams, chief solicitor fen Britannia, 


wrote to Mr Massey, saying the society planned to 
dose his saver account on 31 October, adding that 
unless Mr Massey had any other account or mort- 
gage with it, then his membership would cease on 
that dale. “Please do not ask to open any further ao- 
counis with foe society as our staffhave been instructed 
fo decline any such requests,” said MrWHiaras, who 
did not disclose any reason for the move. 

Mr Massey, from Plymouth, Devon, said he be- 
lieved he had been unfairly treated, and intend- 
ed to establish that the sodety was within its rights. 


/Hundreds of thousands of small tortoiseshell butterflies (above) have flowil 
■ into Britain from Europe over the past two weeks after being caught ujfi 
. . in storms off foe French and Spanish coasts. ; 

The insects, whose caierpEttais feed on nettles, have been arriving in huge' 
numbers across En gland ’s eastern coastline to boost the resident popula- 
tion of small tortoiseshells. On one kilometre-long stretch of coastline ob- 
servers estimated that 40 were flying in every urinate. It is thought that the 
1 mass movement began when storms in the Bay of Biscay, hundreds of miles 

to the south, at the end of August, blasted the butterflies north. Another 
common species, the small white, has also been seen in larger numbers.. 
The sma ll tortoiseshell, often seen in gardens, will soon go into hiberna- 
tion. If you find one in your home, putting it in a cool, sheltered (dace like 
a garage gives it foe best chance of surviving foe winter. 

. . ; — Nicholas Schoon 

PIET .- : ' ’ ’ ’ • ' ' " ' 

Hidden dangers of salt 

Cutting down on the amount of salt in the diet could save thousands of 
lives from strokes, scientists say. A study of 47 elderly people whose salt 
intake was halved showed a marked reduction in blood pressure which 
is one of foe main risk factors for stroke. 

The study, published in The Lancet, suggests that if all elderly people 
reduced their salt intake at least 34,000 lives a year would be saved. How- 
- ever. Professor Graham MacGregor and his colleagues at St George’s Bos-, 
pital, London, say that 80 per centof salt in the diet is hidden in processed 
food and manufacturers are not doing enough to reduce it. Sait is the 
cheapest flavour enhancer, and allows more water to be added to pro- 
cessed meats, increasing their weight at no cost, and it is foe main de- 
> tenninant of thirst in temperate climates, which is important to foe soft 
drinks industry. 

— Jeremy Laurence 
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TOMORROW 


News, books, art, sport, money, painting, wit, drink and opinion: Enjoy tomorrow more! 


Tomorrow-, at the once-only trial price of 
2Qp, we offer our new. sharper and ex- 
panded Saturday newspaper. It opens with 
a comprehensive main news section, in- 
cluding comment, and columnists such as 
David Aaronovitch and Trevor Phillips, 


But we also offer a farther four sections: 
■ Tune Off: The 24-page travel, leisure 
' and sport section. Tbroorrow it includes 
a special on the new skiing season 


Your Money: 12 pages of personal 
finance, property and motoring 
ISM: The new Independent Saturday 
Magazine, with books, style, food and 
culture. This week Andrew Graham . 
Dixon savages Damien Hirst and John 
W&lsh adores Rster Carey 
Plus a 20-page complete weekly tele- 
vision guide, with new films, dubbing 
and comedy 

From Monday, we will sell at 45p 
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We are a 
nation of car 
addicts. Dare 
the Blairites 
take us on? 


The growth in car use 
goes on. Most of us could 
not imagine life without 
one. Rartdeep Ramesh, 
Transport Correspondent, 
examines a report that 
puts the Government on 
the spot over its pledge 
to get people out of 
the driving seat. 


It may be the end of the road 
for the gas guzzler. Large-ea- 
rned, luxurious cars bought as 
“fashion accessories'* were sin- 
gled out as the unacceptable 
face of motoring yesterday by 
a leading group, of academics. 

A report by the Royal Com- 
mission on Environmental Pro- 
tection noted ■ ' that car 
manufacturers were busy pro- 
moting speed and. size while a 
shift m tWnkmgTwaBxequired 
to get people to use more fuel- 
friendly, smaller cars. ' . . 

Such sentiment may provide 
a bumpy ride for the politicians. 
Ministers have often sought to 
bolster their green credentials 
by talking about reducing car 
use, but rarely do they produce 
any measures to cut pollution. 

Tbny Blair made a dean en- 
vironment a key part of New 
Labour’s New Britain -'but 'as 
yet fas administration hasyet to 
tackle traffic growth for fear of 
upsetting the middle classes. 

The commissioners think 
that industry also has a part to 
play. Richard Macroiy, a lead- 
ing member of the commissioo, 
said that .the manufacturers 
needed to quicken the pace of 
change. ‘‘With existing tech- 
nology manufacturers - could 
increase fee efficiency of cars 
by 40 pdr cent in less than a- 
decade,” be said. '• 

But, said, fee report, con- : 
sumer demand tor extras such 
as sun-roofs and air condition- 
ing — coupled with the fees that 
customers have “moved up-0 
market to bigger cars with larg- 
er engines"- has offset much 
of improvement in engine ef- 
ficiency. “Increased sales of 
four-wheel drive vehicles and 
‘multi-purpose vehicles’ means 
that it is unlikely that any ben- 
efits will be seen.’’ 

The news was not all had for 


the motor manufacturers. The 
report praised Ford for its Ka, 
Daihatsu for launching its su- 
permini, the Move, as well as 
Mercedes bold new “Smart” car 
- a two seater one litre car 
aimed at the urban driver. 

. However, motoring organ- 
isations said the scientists bad 
missed the point. “Research has 
shown that 10 per cent of cars 
contribute to 50 per cent of the 
pollution in the air” said Ed- 
mund King, of the RAC 

Hard pointed out that the 
• best-selling Galaxy, given al- 
most iconic status by Tbny 
Blair, carries twice as many peo- 
ple as.a small car. TKe 13 litre 
Ka delivers more than 42 miles 
a gallon, whereas the 23 litre 
Gala^tureSfa a respectable 28 - 
mpg. The MPV market is now 
worth 1.7 per cent of the UK 
market and is a growth area. 

Sir Geoffrey Allen, a mem- 
berof the commission, said: “It 
needs a. change in dousomer 
thinking.. Buyers need to un- 
derstand the environmental 
impact." 

Tfas is the second report cm 
the subject by the Royal Com- 
mission into transport and poK 
lotion - an unprecedented 
move brought about by the 
last government's inaction. De- 
spite prescribing radical pro- 
posals to curb car use in 1994, 
nothing has been done. Road 
traffic is growing again and cy- 
cling anri walking are io decline. 

Professor Michael Marmot, 
an expert in public health and 
a member of the commission, 
said that if nothing was done 
ihcre would be “a continued in- 
crease in obesity”. 

Among the proposals,- ihe 
scientists calLfor a doubHhgof • 
petrol prices by 2005, a hew lor- 
ry permit to encourage hauliers 
to switch to raij and-a pletho- 
ra of road pricing mechanisms 
and parking permits. 

John Prescott, Deputy 
Prime Minister responsible for 
transport and the.environmerrt, 
tbld Radio 4’s Today pro- 
gramme be could not commit 
fee Government to increasing 
petrol prices. “But give me by 
spring to give you the frame- 
work of achieving die policy and 
I think ihe. people of th is coun- 
try will see a radical change of 
direction,” he said. 



THE GALAXY 
DRIVER 




Tony Blair, die 44-year-old Prime 
Minister and his family use a Ford 
Galaxy, 

The car is port of the Downing 
Street fleet “Cfeariy that type of car 
Is quite useful for carrying a num- 
ber. of people around rather than 
having two cars. 

" “Bepuse the Galaxy has folding 
seats at the back you can actually 


pack it with eight people in extrem- 
es,’' a spokesman said. 

"If they want to travel as a fam- 
ily, with three growing diildren ft is 
convenient. They wouldn't all fit into 
the prime ministerial car [a Daimler].” 

Defetae its size. Downing Street 
dafrns ft has endeavoured to make 
the vehicle environmentally friendly, 
it was sent away in August to be con- 


verted to run on gas, which is ar- 
guably greener than petrol although 
organisations including Friends of the 
Earth have expressed reservations. 

“We did a pilot previously when 
John Major was Prime Minister, 
when a Range Rover was convert- 
ed to run on gas. As a result of our 
experience with that, we .felt we 
should continue to convert." 



THE MERCEDES DRIVER 


Michael WDtiams, a 49-year-old newspaper executive, drives a 
Mercedes C-ciass five miles to work daily. “1 work long, irregular 
hours in a stressful job and I regard it as a comfortable and rela- 
tively stress-free way of getting to work,” he says. 

"The alternative is to take the Northern [cube] Tine and the Dock- 
lands Ljght Railway which are probably the most erratic in London. 
The only thing that would entice me off the road would be much 
more reliable and comfortable public transport." He admits he likes 
cars. V regard the car as an extension of my living room in that i 
have privacy and l can listen to the news on the radio in peace. My 
car makes a major contribution to the quality of my life. Unlike most 
other things in my working - day, my car Is 100 per cent reliable.” 


THE RANGE-ROVER DRIVER 


Karen O’Connor, 29, a hospital clerical officer, was driving the fam- 
ily Range Rover to Salisbury's in north London yesterday. 

“ft's my husband who really wanted one. He likes Range Rovers 
fertile comfort though he doesn’t like the amount of money it costs 
to fill it up,” she says. 

They bought the Range Rover eight months ago and Patrick, 31, 
an administrator and driver, uses it for work. Mrs O’Connor, who 
has a three-year-old son, said she rarely drives it. 

She thought they would definitely sell it if taxes penalised big 
cars or parol went up in an environmental crackdown. "The only 
reason we would think about getting rid of it is because of how 
much it costs," she says. 


Prescott 
steers difficult 
course ... 


John Prescott wants you to use 
your car less. The only problem is 
that some of his party do not 
agree. Randeep Ramesh and 
Colin Brown report. 


The man tasked with ending the public's 
love affair with the car is well-known for 
his love of large and powerful Jaguars as 
well as a record of speeding offences. 

For a government concerned as much 
about symbolism as substance, is it long be- 
fore the new Labour spinners ask John 
Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, 
whether he needs to change his car - or 
fas job. 

Not that this will bother John Prescott. 
He has little time for the “beautiful peo- 
ple" who run new Labour. They may have 
wooed the middle-doss with two kids, pri- 
vate school fees and two cars - one sleek 
2 litre saloon and a people carrier- but that 
is not Mr Prescott's problem. 

The Deputy Prime Minister would 
like the public to get out of their cars and 
into the buses and onto the trains. And he 
wants it done quickly. How he does this 
without losing the precious support of mil- 
lions of middle- class Labour voters is his 
problem. 

He could implement a series of swinge- 
ing taxes on parking; he might introduce 
road charges; he could double petrol 
prices - a proposal contained in the Roy- 
al Commission report released yesterday. 

Then he could funnel the money raised 
into greener alternatives like improving the 
London Underground system or the revi- 
talising the ailing bus network. 

But many oppose him and these seem- 
ingly sensible measures. What is worst is 
most of his critics are in his own party. His 
arch-rival Gordon Brown, the Chancel- 
lor, is known to be unhappy with any new 
tax. 

Mr Brown, also, does not want the to 
lose control over any revenue collected - 
especially by handing it to Mr Prescott and 
his newiy-created Department of Envi- 
ronment, Transport and the Regions. 

Without these measures, experts say it 
is impossible to see how Labour can make 
good on its promises to cut carbon diox- 
ide levels and ease global warming. 

The Tbries also scent bad blood be- 
tween the Labour brethren. John Redwood 
last night said a “turf war” between Mr 
Prescott and Margaret Beckett, the Pres- 
ident of the Board of TVade, was exacer- 
bating a dilemma for the Government over 
its commitment to e nvironmen taDy-friend- 
ly policy. 

“I believe there is a Whitehall row be- 
tween Prescott and Mrs Beckett It has 
started a turf war over the number of ter- 
ritorial claims that the Deputy Prime 
Minister is making over the DTI and it is 
going to be the cause of continuing ten- 
sion between them,” Mr Redwood said. 

Mr Redwood, the Shadow Trade and 
Industry Secretary, wrote to Mrs Beckett 
challenging her over whether she sup- 
ported curbs on vehicle use, or backed the 
car industry. “They are facing hard choic- 
es, and they cannot have it both ways,” be 
said. 
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Families of abuse 
victims threaten 
to boycott inquiry 

Families of people abused while in the care 
of Buckinghamshire County Council are 
threatening to boycoU an independent in- 
quiry, saying it is not going to address the 
right questions. 

The families, all of whom had mental- 
ly disabled relatives at private residential 
rare homes, run by Longcare Ltd, in Buck- 
inghamshire, are also worried that they will 
never get to see the inquiry's full report. ■ 

Buckinghamshire County Council has 
promised they will be published. Bul the 
families fear that the authority's insurets 
will raise objections, as happened with an 
abuse investigation in ClvvytL North Wales. 

At a meeting this week, they decided 
they would seek further reassurances be- 
fore handing over documents they have 
gathered as background to the case. 

Three staff were convicted earlier this 
vear of 01-treating and neglecting residents. 
Gordon Rowe, who set up the homes, killed 
himself the day before he would have been 
charged with offences including raping res- 
idents. 

The families believe Buckinghamshire, 
which registered Gordon Rowe as a home- 
owner. should hove done more to detect 
the abuse earlier. But the inquiry's terms 
of reference do not include any investiga- 
tion of the decision to register him. 

At least 35 former residents are prepar- 
ing to sue the council and 10 have already 
received legal aid certificates. June Ray- 
baud, whose niece was a resident, said they 
should consider reserving their information 
to pursue the civil legal action. 

Buckinghamshire has denied liability. 

- Louise Jury 


Passport rules force clerks to camp out 



Representatives of some of the 
world's largest companies are 
sleeping out on the pavement to 
ensure that urgent passport 
problems are dealt with. The 
Home Office’s refusal to improve 
the service at its personal inquiry 
office is petty officialdom gone 
mad, say its critics. 

Patritia Wynn Davies, Legal Affairs 
Editor, reports. 

Ludicrous scenes of solicitors' clerks and 
motorcycle messengers bedding down in 
sleeping bags outside the Immigration and 
Nationality Department at Lunar House, 
Croydon, south London (pictured), have 
followed the introduction of a new rule 
limiting representatives and courier ap- 
plications to one per person. 

A daily stop number system has also 
been introduced under which, depending 
on staff available, individual callers beyond 
a certain number will not have their ap- 
plications considered on the day they 
queue up. 

The inquiries might seem routine - for 
a typical foreign businessman or individ- 
ual it might involve having a passport en- 
dorsed with the terms of their stay or to 
record a work permit extension - but 
speedy action is often urgently needed to 
facilitate trips from and returns to the UK. 

Julia Onslow-Cole, a partner in 
Cameron McKenna, which is ranked as the 
leading business immigration firm by the 
Legal 500 directory, said her firm’s out- 
door clerk was now forced to begin queu- 


ing from lam or even earlier outside the 
Immigration and Nationality Department's 
Lunar House building in Croydon, south 
London lo ensure urgent matters were dealt 
with on behalf of clients. 


rill Lynch and Goldman Sachs have been 
obliged to camp out in sleeping bags to en- 
sure that the passports of businessmen and 
women are in order. 

The Home Office said yesterday that 
there had been a large increase in appli- 
cations over the Last 12 months and insisted 
that the public inquiry office was intend- 
ed for personal applicants making single 


applications. But MsOnslow-CoIe, chair- 
man of the International Bar Association 
Migration and Nationality Committee, 
said: “This situation is intolerable for 
business and individuals alike. It is hxticrous 


Hilary Belchak, secretary of the Immi- 
gration Law Practitioners Association and 
partner in another leading business im- 
migration firnri, Simmons & Simmons,- 
said: “We think the present atuation is in- 
tolerable. We call for urgent talks with the 
Home Office to sort out a more effe ctiv e 
and fair arrangement for all concerned. " 


The problem has become so acute that to suggest that a seniOTCxmitive of alarge 
representatives of multinationals such as corporation bringing jobs and investment 
Toyota and the investment bankers Mer- to the UK should personalty queue up bn 

the pavement at Lunar House.” 


Man charged with 
murder of teenager 

A man was yesterday charged with the murder of Rachel 
Barradough, the teenager found stabbed to death two weeks 
ago. Rb 46-year-old man, who is from %kefield where Rachel's 
body was found on 6 September, will appear before magistrates 
in the town today. 

The lR-year-old was last seen when she left her home in Bank- 
foot, Bradford, to meet friends for anight out in Wakefield. Her 
body was found with stab wounds on wasteland the next night 

Rachel lived with her parents, Malcol m . 54, and Hilary, 39. 

Straw criticises probation staff 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, yesterday told probation'offi- 
cers Dot to side with criminals, in a speech which implied that 
public safety was not the first priority of some officers. His res 
marks were immediately rebutted by probation staff leaders. 

The attack on the Probation Service is seen as part of a strat- 
egy to toughen up community sentences and ensure they are not 
seen by the public as a soft option. With a rising prison popula- 
tion Mr Straw is expected to turn to community punishments. 

In his first formal speech to probation staff he told a confer- 
ence in Essex: “There should be no question of your taking the 
side of the offender against the community. The probation ser- 
vice should not be following an agenda which is separate from 
that of the communities whfoh you serve.” 

He added: “The Probation Service’s priority is protecting the 
public. There can be no fudging of that-” 


Diana 'crash photo’ on Net 

A picture claiming td show Diana, Princess of Wales trapped in 
the wreckage of the car in vtfuch she was fatally injured was placed 
on the Internet yesterday. 

The photograph is one of a series of the late Princess put 
together by a group called Rotten who collect disturbing images 
for publication on the Internet The dark, indistinct image - 
headlined “Pmported Accident Photo” - appears to show a blonde 
woman with bipod on her face at the centre of a heap of metaL 

There axe people with fluorescent jackets as worn by rescue 
crews at the edge of the picture but little else is visible. 
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Fanners go to EU in bid to end beef ban 


■UK, fanners’ leaders were 
■tonight meeting the European 
Agriculture Commissioner, 
Franz Ffcdiler,mBmsels'ma ■ 
further bid to ease the EtFs 
worldwide ban on British beef 
exports. 

National Fanners’ Union 
president Sir David Naish and 
director general Richard Mac- 
donald were seeking Mr Fts- 
chler’s support for a lifting of 
the ban on meat from cattle 
born after a certain date. . . 

The meeting follows yes- 
terday's “opinion " from the 

Pensioner 
who damage^ 
bell-ropes 
walks free 


A pensioner who silenced the 
bells of her vOlage church by 
cutting the bell-ropes was yes- 
terday given a conditional dis- 
charge after she was found 
ginTfy of errmhw! damage. 

Midge Mather (pictured), 
65, claimed she broke into the 
church u s in g a crowbar and 
sawed through foe ropes to stop 


eris heart condition. . v. 
,■ But a magistrate at Chip- 
penham Magistrates in Wilt- 
shire refused to believe her 
claims that sbe was forced to 
break the law because the 
drarch authorities refused to lis- 
ten to her complaints. 

Stipendiary magistrate Dud- 
ley Thomas handed the pen- 
sioner a conditional discharge 
after finding her gvilty of caus- 
ing criminal 

He then ordered police of- 
ficers to take Mrs Matber to tte 
cells for 10 minutes after a 
co ur troom outburst in which 
she daixned she bad had an un- 
fair triaL 

When she appeared back in 
dm dock. Mr Thomas told ben 
“The sentence has taken ao- 
cEr- 


cu instances. 


“I am not unsympathetic to 
yo^chtamjriaajces-rhppethe 


HU’S Scientific Veterinary 
Committee that a partial lifting 
of the ban could be possible 
where a computerised tracing 
system and database existed. 

At present that would ap- 
ply only to Northern Ireland, 
and the proposal has gpt a luke- 
warm response from farmers 
elsewhere. However, the com- 
mittee also noted and wel- 
comed the feet that the UK was 
preparing a separate proposal 
on animals of a certain age. 

Sir David, wbo met the agri- 
culture minister, Jack Cun-. 


ningham. in London this morn- 
ing, said: 1 particularly wel- 
come the committee’s reference 
to meat from cattle barn after 
a certain date, which we think 
should be 1 August 1996. 

There is still a lot of hard 
work to be done and we are 
anxious to avoid any measures 
which would result in a piece- 
meal Jfftmg of the ban when we 
really want to see an objective 
set of criteria which would 
eventually lead to the whole of 
the UK being freed from this 
unjustified imposition.” 





people of Compton' B&ssctr 
wQl realise how stujad they have 
flbeeamjtd hope they wffltzy to 




After the case Mbs Mather 
said she planned to appeal to 


the European Court of Human 
Rights. 

And she added: “I would do 
it all again if it would save the 
life or the health of some- 
body." 

During the two-day triaL 
magistrates heard how Mrs 
Mather smashed down the 
door of St Swithin’s Church at 
Compton Bassett in Wiltshire 
with a crowbar before cutting 
the bell -ropes with a hacksaw, 
Mrs Mather claimed she 
was forced into action after re- 
peated requests to meet with 
the church authorities to discuss 


the bell ringing at the 12th-cen- 
tuxy church were ignored. 

She told the court she was 
“living in fear” of the bell ring- 
ing andfrad been driven to con- 
template suicide. 

She also claimed the sound 
of bell ringing was making her 

brother, which whom she lived, 

John Rumromg, 74, 01 from 
stress. 

Mis Mather, whose cottage 
is just 100 yards from the 
church, denied causing damage 
worth £1,852^5 when she 
broke into the church on 27 July 
last year. 


DAILY POEM 


cnunoic 




♦When you subscribe to all Sky channels for a mWmwnsbc 
month period at£2&99 per month. Prices may vary after 
six months. A £12 connection charge is payable with yexa - 
first subscription, installation is free. Extra cattfig or 
brachsts w» incur a charge if required Offer is open to 
Individuate aged over ia subject to status, and is not 
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The Eagle (fragment) 

by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

He ckaps the aogwth crooked hands; 

Close co che sun in lonely lands. 

Ring'd mlktkc azure wortd, he stands. 

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 

He watches from has mountain walls. 

And tike a thunderbolt he fails. 

This week's poem^ccuoe from ite new mer Book of Beasts: an anthology of “some 
of the best poems in English about the creatures who share our planet” edited bv 
Paul Muidoon (Faber & Faber, £14.99).. H v 









5/THE NEW BRITONS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 
19 SEPTEMBER 1997 


-II 1 


’ *v 


i ‘" 5 ! ^ 
" M . ii 

'“‘•'It 


bati 


on 




V s ' Jl *.*i 

..I J ,L 


u,,. 

' it j.U ' 


•Ai- 

, . ' ' ‘ lUi ^t£. 



- ii. 

, .. ■'■“•lit 

■ i' if.iU 


' *nn . 


>’ on Net 


'•i.li. % j. 




-I n.- 
• " •• K i vv 


of ban 


v 


X 


How Uganda's dispossessed became model citizens 


Twenty-five years ago 
yesterday, the first 
Ugandan Asians expelled 
by Id! Amin flew into 
Stansted Airport. Nearly 
30,000 found sanctuary 
here, establishing 
thriving communities 
that have transformed 
the cultural and 
economic landscape. 
Kathy Marks reports on 
Britain’s biggest 
immigrant success -story. 


They stepped off the plane 
from Entebbe, penniless, be- 
wildered . and frightened, 
clutching their British pass- 
ports. In Uganda, they had 
been part of a prosperous mid- 
dle class. At a stroke, they lost 
all their possessions and were 
uprooted from a country they 
had lived in for generations. 

Six weeks earlier, on 6 Au- 
gust, 1972, President Amin bad 
ordered out Uganda's 60,000 
Asians, giving them 90 days to 
leave. In a speech to troops at 
7broro barracks, be accused 
them of sabotaging the econo- 
my and failing to integrate. 

After prevaricating in the 
hope that Amin could be per- 
suaded to recant, the British 
government, under Edward 


Heath, agreed to accept 30,000 
British passport holders. They 
were allowed to take only £50 
out of Uganda. 

In their adopted homeland, 
the Ugandan Asians encoun- 
tered acts of extraordinary 
kindness. Ordinary people 
opened up their homes, gave 
them jobs, taught them English." 
But these favoured children of 
the Empire also met with 
racism and hostility. Only a few 
years earlier, Enoch Powell’s 
“rivers of blood” speech bad 
stoked fears that Britain was be- 
ing swamped by immigrants. 

In Smithfield, London, meat 
porters marched in protest at 
Britain becoming a “dumping 
ground”. In Leicester, news- 
paper advertisements advised 
the “settlers” to go elsewhere, 
declaring the city “full up”. ‘ 

In the event, Leicester was 
one of the places where Asians 
settled in numbers, together 
with Bi rmingham , Manches- 
ter and the London boroughs 
of Brent and Ealing. 

Starting from scratch, they 
overcame racism and the cul- 
tural divide to set up corner 
shops that provided the spring- 
board for then financial securi- 
ty. The shops have become part 
of the British landscape, and in 
some cases expanded into busi- 
ness empires. In Leicester, 
Ugandan Asians now employ 11 
per cent of the population. 'With 


then entrepreneurial skills, work 
ethic and high regard for edu- ‘ 
cation, they are hdd up asmodel 
immigrants. 

For Yasmin Alibhai-Browu, 
the journalist and author, this 
is jtert of the myth that has 
grown up -around her people. 
“Once we were pariahs; now we 
are paragons,” she said. *T feel 
extremely proud of what we 
have achieved, but we were not 
blameless victims. 

“There is a reluctance to 
face the fact that we behaved 
appallingly towards black 
Africans in Uganda, ft also 
concerns me that we have not 
used oar economic power to 
gain access to positions of in- 
fluence, in politics, for instance, 
doors remain closed to -us.” 

But U gandan Asianshave 
been successful in almost every 
other area of life. The second 
generation - the sons- and 
daughters of the comer-shop 
owners - has spread its wings, 
going into computers, accoun- 
tancy, law and medicine. 

TWenty-five years on, their 
identity remains splintered. 
“We are basically gypsies,” said 
John de Souza, who works for 
Manubhai Madhvani, the in- 
dustrialist. “We still have a 
strong attachment to both In- 
dia and Africa as well as a lot 
of affection for Britain. We are 
a displaced, mixed-up sort of 
people.” 


Idi Amin waits in the wings for his people’s call 


The Independent has obtained 
this picture, believed to be the 
first in almost IS years, tak- 
en at Idi Amin’s bolthole in 
Saudi Arabia. 

His Excellency, self-styled 
Field Marshal and Life Pres- 
ident of Uganda, the holder 
of the CBE (Conqueror of the 
British Empire) given to him, 
he says, by a grateful nation, 
wails die call to return once 
the “misunderstanding" 
which ledto tohis overthrow 
is cleared , up. The outside 
woxkgjsoysee hi^eight-yeaf‘ 
reign as setting a new low in 
the abuse of human rights, 
murderous - injustice, and 
grand larceny of stale treasury, 
but at iris villa in the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah, Amin is con- 
vinced his people still love him. 

He has beat living there, 
courtesy of the Saudi gov- 
ernment, since being airlifted 
out of Uganda with two wives 
and a dozen children ty the 
Libyans in 1979. He has since 



been joined by some 20 more 
children, p Ids hangers on. 

' Most of the money the for- 
mer president is reported to 
have stolen from Uganda's 
coffers have gone, but the 
Saudi government gives him 
an allowance. 

President Yowefi Musevi- 
ni, in the meantime, has been 


campaigning to get Asians 
kicked out by Amin to return 
to Uganda and help regen- 
erate the economy. He will be 
visiting a Hindu temple in 
Neasden, North London, on 
23 October to meet some of 
those expelled and their 
British-born descendants. 

— JC6n Sengupto 
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i story: Lata Patel arrived with nothing. Now she Is a community leader 


Photograph: Jason Bye 


‘Expulsions were a 
blessing in disguise 1 


Lata Patel, who recently finished a term 
as mayor of Brent Council, was almost 
destitute when she arrived in Britain 
with her husband-to-be in October 1972. 
She was a 16-year-old schoolgirl when 
she left Uganda. “We came here with 
practically nothing," she said. 

She got a job as an insurance clerk, 
but soon joined her husband at the 
Heron petrol station group. They now 
nia their own petrol stations, and Mis 
Patel has been a Brent councillor 
since!986. “For me, the expulsions have 
been a blessing in disguise ” she said. 

The people extended 
a welcoming hand’ 

Manubhai Madhvani, head of a family 
business conglomerate in Uganda, was 
imprisoned by Amin for three weeks in 
1972. After the expulsions, be set up his 
own company in London, dealing in 
glass, property, technology and electron- 
ics. 

Mr Madhvani is now one of the richest 
Asians in Britain. He set up the Brilisb- 
Asian Uganda Trust earlier this year, to 
mark the 25th anniversary. “We came 
here full of anxiety." he said. “The people 
extended a welcoming hand, enabling us 
to make this country our home.” 
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Wales goes to 
the wire in the 
final push for 
D-Day 


Voting got off to a slow 
start yesterday as 
the day of reckoning 
dawned in Wales. 

But with campaigners 
on both sides aware that 
nothing less than the 
political future of their 
country was at stake, 
there was everything left 
to play for. 

Tony Heath toured the 
polling stations. 


Campaigners fighting over the 
30 per cent of undecided vot- 
ers in Wales’s devolution ref- 
erendum pledged to fight right 
up to the wire last night. 

With polls giving supporters 
of the Government’s plans for 
a 60-member elected assembly 
a slim lead, the result seemed 
to hang on just how many of the 
2^18,850 voters stayed at 


home. Both camps conceded . 
that a turn-out of (ess than SO 
per cent would damage the 
credibility of the winner. 

The Secretary of State for 
Whies. Ronald Davies, and his 
wife, Christina, voted early at 
a caravan polling station in 
the car park of the Hollybush 
Inn at Dratben in his Caerphilly 
constituency. “This is D-Day, 
Devolution Day for the people 
of Wales," he said. 

A light aircraft t railing a 
*Wbte Yes - Support Blair" ban- 
ner criss-crossed South Whies 
for much of the day. It had been 
chartered by an anonymous 
South Wales businessman 
stirred by what he said were 
misleading daims in a television 
broadcast by anti-devolulioaists. 

The “Just Say No" campaign 
funded by millionaire Sir Julian 
Hodge from his tax haven in the 
Channel Isles detected a shift in 
its favour. Carys Pugh, veteran 
Labour Party activist and out- 
spoken opponent of devolu- 



Time for tea: Neli Roberts, the first to vote in Abercegir, takes refreshments for polling staff Photograph: Tom Riston 


lion remained confident “Ws’re 
having a last blast, leaf letting in 
the streets of Cardiff and many 
other towns," she said 

At one of the more remote 
polling stations, a former 
monastery at Capel-y-Ffm in 
the mountains, half the 22 elec- 


tors on the register had voted 
by late afternoon. Stanley Kmll 
and his wife, Carol, bought 
the imposing white building 
12 months ago. “The job of re- 
turning officer comes with the 
house," Mr Knill explained 
In the Twenties, Eric GDI 


lived- in the bouse and de- 
signed the famous Gill Sans 
Serif type face employed by the 
new- look Independent. 

When Whies rejected devo- 
lution by four to one in 1979, 
rural districts bordering Eng- 
land showed least enthusiasm. 


More recruits 

for overstretched 
armed forces 


while bastions of the Wfelsh lan- 
guage and culture in the north, 
west took the opposite stance. 
A similar trend emerging in die 
current campaign suggested 
that Powys and Monmouth- 
shire were among areas likely 
to deliver a thumbs down. 


George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary, 
yesterday gave a clear 
signal that he will be 
recruiting more soldiers, 
sailors and airmen and 
women. Cain Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
reports. 


The “severe overstretch" of 
the armed forces and the need 
to recruit mQ.be one of the key 
elements of the Government’s 
strategic defence review. 

The Secretary of State for 
Defence said that Britain’s in- 
creased operational commit- 
ments since the end of the 
Cold "War had demonstrated 
that many areas of Britain’s 
defences were suffering from 
severe overstretch - a charge 
denied in the past by Tbiy de- 
fence ministers. 

He Sai d that unrterr marinfng ll 

which affected morale, would 
be tackled with recruitment 
drives for the army, navy and 
RAF. 

The Army was already tack- 
ling undermanning of about 
5,000 personnel but he said he 


would give priority to recruit- 


gaps in the Royal Navy which 
bad undermanning of 1,500 
personnel and the RAF of 
around 3,000 personnel. 

Hoe strategic defence review 
could lead to cuts in Britain's 
commitments, and Mr Robert- 
son hinted that the ending of 
the Cold War could lead to a 
dimm er, more mobile, rapid 
deployment force in the future. 

However, there are few 
signs that the defence review 
will release substantial savings 
to be spent on other public ser- 
vices, which will dismay some 
Labour MR^ who are calling for 
more money to be spent cm hos- 
pital beds than bombs. Mr 
Robertson said Britain would 
keep the Trident nuclear force, 
although it might reduce the 
number of warheads. 

He also stressed that Britain 
would face more varied threats 
from terrorism and regional 
conflicts. 

“We need to retain a frame- 
work on which it would be 
possible to rebuild forces over 
tbe longer term to meet a 
greater threat than currently 
foreseen, should one begin to 
emerge,” he said. 
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Labour MP named in suicide note angers 
party by breaking silence before inquiry 


A suspended Labour MP 
yesterday spoke for the 
first time of his 'eight 
weeks of heir since 
being named in a suicide 
note by a fellow Labour 
backbencher. But 
CoSn Brawn thinks Tommy 
Graham may have only 
succeeded in making his 
position worse. 


Tommy Graham, the Labour 
MP suspended for allegedly 
smearing a colleague who com- 
mitted suicide, yesterday de- 
clared he would dear his name. 

Mr Graham, who is still 
suspended from the party at 
Westminster, pending the out- 
come of an inquiry, described 
how he had suffered alter be- 
ing accused of being behind a 
smear campaign in the suicide 


note left by Gordon McMasier, 
the Labour MP for Paisley 
South. 

But Graham’s attempt to 
cast himself as one of the vic- 
tims of the tragedy threatened 
to backfire with die party in 

■S mrtanH, dijfh.k<tiil faring Hp- 

mands for a more far-reaching 
inquiry into alleged efforts to 
destabilise Mr McMaster be- 
fore he committed suicide. 
Party sources said Graham had 
been “unwise” to speak out be- 
fore the inquiry was over. 

“People were trying to 
destabilise my position, were 
bad-mouthing me," Mr 
Graham said. 

“It has been eight weeks of 
hell for me, my wife Joan and 
the boys Thomas and John." 

Mr Graham had hoped he 
would be cleared before the 
party conference in a fortnight 
and had been keeping sileat un- 
til after tbe Scottish referen- 
dum. But Scottish Labour Party 
sources were displeased at the 


latest move by Mr Graham. 

“I know my enemies and he 
wasn’t one of them. I bad a fab- 
ulous relationship with him," 
Mr Graham said about Mr 
McMaster. 

He was “stunned and 
shocked” at having been named 
m Mr McMastes’s suicide note, 
together with Lord Dixon, a for- 
mer deputy chief whip. “I have 
always seen myself as a friend 
of Gordon and there was no- 
body more stunned and 
shocked on hearing about bis 
death than L and my family. 

“We genuinely feel for his 
family. I know that if Gordon 
and I had had an opportunity 
to speak I am sure we would 
have resolved our difficulties." 

Asked if he believed the in- 
quiry's outcome would spell the 
end of his political career, Mr 
Graham said on BBC Radio 
Scotland; “I have absolutely no 
doubt that I win dear my name. 
And I am quite positive it is not 
tbe end of my political career." 
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Homoeopathy 
isn’t quack. It 
really works 


Homoeopathy, the 
complementary therapy 
used by millions of 
people, is effective act 
treating illness despite 
appearing scientifically 
implausible, according to 
a 50-year survey of the 
best research. But it will 
take more than this to 
convince' sceptical 
doctors, as Jeremy 
Laumnce, Health Editor, 
reports. 


The scientific world will be 
baffled by the findings of a ma- 
jor survey of the controversial 
therapy known as homoeopa- 
thy which shows that it is two- 
and-a-haif times more effective 
at treating illness than placebo 
(a mock drug. Like a sugar 
pill). 

Researchers in Germany 
and the United States analysed 
the results of 89 controlled tri- 
als of homoeopathy published 
in 13 countries since 1943. The 
homoeopathic remedies were 
used to treat everything from 
warts to strokes. 

The finding s, pub lish ed in 
the Lancet medical journal, 
present a challenge to orthodox 
science. 

Homoeopathy is based on 
the belief that it is possible to 
cure diseases by giving patients 
substances which cause similar 
symptoms - such as fever - in 
healthy individuals. These 
remedies are said to retain 
their potency even when re- 
peatedly diluted to the point 
where no molecules of the 
original substance remainl How 
the solution ‘‘remembers” in- 
formation frpm the original 
substance is unknown. 

Orthodox doctors say that 
the theory of homoeopathy 


runs counter to what is known 
about physios and chemistry, 
and would require the basic 
laws of science to be rewritten. 

Their argument has been 
that the claimed success of ho- 
moeopathic treatments ran be 
ascribed to the placebo effect, 
a well-known phenomenon, in 
which people given a pharma- 
cologically inactive substance, 
such as a sugar pH, report that 
their condition has improved, 
just because they think they are 
getting proper treatment. . 

The Dew survey, published 
in one of the world's most re- 
spected medical journals, is a 
blow to that argument, al- 
though' the researchers could 
fed no convincing evidence 
that any single homoeopathic 
approach was effective for any 
single condition. 

They say “a serious effort to 
research homoeopathy is dear- 
ly warranted, despite its ixn- 
plausfMity." 

The journal carries two 
sceptical commentaries, by Pro- 
fessor Michael hangman of 
the University of Birmingham 
and Professor Jan Vanden- 
broucke of the University of 
Leiden, Netherlands. 

Professor Lan gman ques- 
tions the quality of the trials - 
only 26 of the 89 are judged to 
be of high standard - and ar- 
gues that the results may be 
skewed in favour of ho- 
moeopathy because those with . 
positive results are more like- 
ly to published than those with 
negative results. 

Of 100 trials of homoeopa- 
thy corulucted, ff 20 show a pos- 
itive effect, of which 15 are 
published .and 80 show no ef- 
fect and five are published, a 
survey of the published trials 
wfll suggest poative trials out- 
number negative by three, to 
one. In fact, taking ail 100 tri- 
als, negative outnumber posi- 
tive by four to one. 










Antimalarial drug that gave minister sleepless nights 


Government scientists 
are urging caution about 
the use of the 
antimalarial drug, 
Lariam, which has been 
linked with mental 
symptoms such as 
hallucinations. Baroness 
jay tells Jeremy Laumnce, 
Health Editor, about her 
experiences with the 
drug. 


A trip to Uganda three years 
ago brought home to Baroness 
Jay the side effects of Lariam. 


. “1 certainly did have a bad 

reaction and the more people 
1 speak to the more seem to 
have had a problem with it 1 
started having extraordinary 
dreams and I found it very dif- 
ficult to sleep. It is one of the 
conventional signs of a not 
very extreme reaction to the 
drug but I did not want to con- 
tinue my travels like that” said 
Lady Jay, who will today issue 
the Government's new guid- 
ance od the drug. 

The symptoms did not ap- 
pear until after she, accompa- 
nied by her husband, Professor 
Michael Adler, the leading 
Aids specialist, on a tour of 
African countries, bad arrived 
in Uganda. Professor Adler 


called mtiwagiies at the Hospital 
for Uppical Diseases in London 
for advice and they recom- 
mended she switch to the less 
powerful combination of 
chloroquine and proguanil. 

"That is what I had always 
taken before and what 1 have 
taken since. But the danger is 
people may stop taking any- 
thing and then expose them- 
selves to the risk.” 

Package tourists to Africa 
and similar destinations are 
being advised to choose an al- 
ternative to the anti-malarial 
Lariam because of the risk of 
side effects from the drug. 

The changed advice from 
the Government's Public 
Health Laboratory Service, fol- 


lows growing concern about 
'‘neuro-psychiatric*' symptoms 
linked with Lariam. which in- 
clude convulsions, panic at- 
tacks, dizziness and insomnia. 

A six-year-old girl died last 
year after taking the drug and 
hundreds of others claim to 
have suffered long term 
psychiatric effects and have 
formed an action group to seek 
compensation. 

About 2,000 travellers from 
die UK develop malaria each 
year and between five and 10 
die. Lariam, whose chemical 
name is mefloquine, is at least 
90 per cent effective against the 
disease compared. with chloro- 
qirine plus proguanil which is 70 
percent effective. 


The new guidelines, drawn 
up by the Malaria Reference 
Laboratory headed by Profes- 
sor David Bradley of the Lon- 
don School of Tropical 
Medicine and carried in the cur- 
rent issue of Communicable 
Disease Report, say that the risks 
of getting malaria have to be 
balanced against the risks of die 
drug. For people making a 
two-week visit to Hast Africa or 
the Gambia who take chloro- 
quine and proguanil the risk of 
the disease is below one in 1,000 
and Lariam is not justified. 

However, for people staying 
for longer periods, Lariam is 
still the drug of choice. It is also 
the only drug effective in parts 
of China and Indo- China. 


How a bad 
hair day can 
end up in 
hospital 


Customers having a sham- 
poo in a hair salon should 
beware the “beauty par- 
lour syndrome". A hair- 
wash may be soothing but 
there is a small risk it 
could end with a trip to the 
accident and emergency 
department. 

Doctors in Bath de- 
scribe the case of a 42- 
y car-old woman who 
suffered a stroke after 
bending her head back 
over a washbasin. As she 
left the hairdresser, her left 
foot began to drag. By 
evening she could not use 
her left leg at all, and 
when die woke next morn- 
ing she could not stand. 

In hospital, examina- 
tion showed the lining of 
one of the arteries in her 
neck had torn away and 
was blocking the flow of 
blood to her brain. This 
can happen without any 
cause in older people or 
those with arterial dis- 
ease, but Lhe woman was 
healthy and all other tests 
were normal. 

The woman recovered 
six months after her 
stroke, with only a little 
weakness in her left arm 
and hand. Dr David Bate- 
man and colleagues, of the 
Royal United Hospital, 
Bath, writing in die Lancet, 
say that the damage was 
probably done when her 
head was bent back over 
the hairdresser's basin. 

They warn that the 
position, adopted to keep 
soap out of the customer’s 
eyes and to avoid smear- 
ing her mascara, is not 
without risk. “Hair- 
dressers should be in- 
structed not to over- 
extend the neck and 
should use the cushion 
usually provided,” they 
write. 

— Jeremy Laumnce 
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Hackney pupils pay for politicians 


jfrtftf Motorist Kit 
mp £64.97 

when you buy a 
Motorola dl60 and 
connect to CeUnet \ 

price £9.99* 



Hackney has set 
new standards of 
disorganisation and 
bureaucratic waste, 
Chris Woodhead, the 
Chief Inspector of 
Schools, said yesterday. 
Judith Judd, Education 
Editor, looks at the 
reasons behind the 
Government's decision 
to send in a team to 
rescue the London 
borough’s education 
system. 


Children in Hackney are left 
roaming the streets because 
they have not been found 
school places. Yet there are 
empty places in schools. 

The authority fails in its 
legal duty to monitor its most 
vulnerable children, those with 
special educational needs. 

Hackney is characterised by 
“a failure of political will”, 
where squabbling councillors 
have let their own disagree- 
ments stand in the way of chil- 
dren’s interests. 

It has a bewildering array of 
policies and plans to improve 
schools but some of them con- 
tradict each other. In literacy 
there are five un -co-ordinated 
initiatives for raising standards. 

It is an authority where “a 
significant number of services 
are in turmoil”, whose organi- 
sation has been changed re- 
peatedly and extensively. 

While large numbers of 
pupils escape to schools outside 
the borough, at a cost of £L5m, 
only 132 come in from 
elsewhere. 
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A pupil at St Mathias Primary School, Wordsworth Road, one 'of Hackney^ few educational success stories 


In short, says the Office for 
Standards in Education report, 
the authority is in disarray. 

■ Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, said: ’This 
is an education authority which 
is failin g to meet its statutory 
responsibilities. As a result 
children are being put at risk.” 

Ministers will take powers to 
intervene directly in local ed- 
ucation authorities in an edu- 


cation bill this autumn. *T have 
no doubt,” said Mr Byers, ^ “that 
ifwe had the legal powers to in- 
tervene directly, those powers 
would have been exercised. ” . 

Instead, he invited Hackney 
to accept his offer of an im- 
provement team to turn. round, 
the authority by next rinzuheT. • 

The inspectors' report notes 
that the borough is one of the 
poorest places in- Western 


Europe.lt has the highest pro- 
portion of pupils on free school 
meals in the country and, if the 
refugee population were to be 
replicated aooss tbe country, 
the total would bet 5 minion. 

■ -“But,” Mr Woodhead said, 
dreumstanties, dia y- 
•ganisatkia. absence of strategy. 


dren, school is the one chance 
of an jescapeto a better life.” 

Tbny EUiston, Hackney’s 
chief executive, said the coun- 
cil welcomed the Ofsted report 
and improvement team {dans. 
“The education offered to 
Hackney children is inade- 
quate. An unacceptable num- 


waste and inefficiency are aM her of our schools is failing. ’ 


the more inexcusable.; - 
• “For some Hackney chfl- 


. .Three of the four parties od 
the council have said that they 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

will work with the teanL But 
one group in the ruling coali- 
tion said that it might not 
David Phillips, education 
spokesman for Hackney New 
Labour, a.body of councillors 
expelled from the Labour 
tarty, warned that they might 
not co-operate fuDy with the 
team unless it worked with 
and not againsr the council's 
management structures. 


m 


Confessions of a disillusioned parent 


Free Equator’ Travel Bag 

rrp £22.00 


when you buy 
any Motorola 
mobile 
and connect 
to CeUnet? 


Offer wij-. r.'J-i Stylw rte ISS? 1 


on a 



Save £30 


Motorola SlimLite 

• up to 45 hours Standby 

• up to 130 minutes Talktime 

only £49.99' 

plus connection fee £35 

(M) MOTOROLA 


♦When you subscribe to a new 12 month airtime 
agreement with Call Connections Ltd., eg. Occasional Caller Plus 
£17.50 per month by direct debit. 

Subject to status. Please ask for details. 


Until 27th September, we've got a 
range of great free offers on accessory 
packs when you buy selected Motorola 
mobile phones and connect to Cellnet. 
We’U also throw in an ‘Equator’ Travel 
Bag, free of charge. 


For many Hackney 
parents, Hie revelations 
about the borough's 
education service have 
come as, a- relief — but 
not a shock - as Gabriel 
Thompson explains. 


1 can own up now. My wife and 
I have spent thousands of 
pounds privately educating my 
two step-daughters in posh 
schools where they rub shoul- 
ders with the privileged Site. 
And a government report has 
shown we did the right thing. 

Our decision, six years ago, 
to get Katrina and Felicity out 
of the state system m Hackney 
was not based on snobbery (if 
you want to show oft buy a 
Jaguar - it’s cheaper than 
school fees). We were not try- 
ing to turn the girls into ge- 
niuses. We were not bothered 
about uniforms, formal lessons 
or deportment. We just want- 
ed to be sure that they got a de- 
cent education - in safety. 

At first, we thought we could 
get that in Hackney. My wife 
fought to get the girls into 
what was regarded as the best 
state primary in the area. For 
a couple of years, things 
seemed to be going well, then 
the doubts began. When she 


was right, Katrina was asked by 

her mother if she “did tables” 
at school. The scornful reply 
was: “Mummy, I do maths, 
not woodwork.” iij fact neither 
diQd seemed to be foaming any- 
thing except colouring and 
swearing. 

As for their safety at sec- 
ondary school — I would rather 
take my chances at dosing 
time in the worst pub in Glas- I 
■ gow than walk past some of oUr 
local schools when the pupils 
come out 

But maybe we were being 
basty. We approached a prep 
school in Highgate, north Lon- 
don, and had the girls spend a 
day there. The prep school’s 
verdict was that both giris were 
bright but were, for example, 
two years behind their con- 
temporaries in mathematics. 
Tbe_girts moved schools the 
next week. 

At first our decision was not 
popular with friends and neigh- 
bours in Hackney. They could 
not understand why we would 
pay for the right to spend 20 
hours a week driving to school, 
when the local one was free and 
just a short walk away. I felt like 
1 had admitted to drug addic- 
tion, rather than a desire for 
good education. 

But gradually attitudes 
changed as fteople realised just 
bow bad Hackney schools had 


become. Parents would ap- 
proach you at parties or in the 
supermarket and reveal their 
dirty secrets: they had got their 
children a place in a state 
school in another borough; 
they bad decided they could af- 


ford school fees; could I red- . yon moved. Every chfldin our 
o rum end a school‘d st reet was eventually taken out 

.. If you axild.maiiagt S; ^®^^^ their Hackney school. They 
paid. IfycHi could not. among the lucky ones, 
on the system and tried for&* *3DB(ibsaitds of others stayed 
place at a state school outride- . and suffered. - 
the borough. If all else failed, lam glad the report shows 


that we had good reason to get 
our children out of Hackney's 
schools.- I am even more 
pleased ihadt is likely to be the 
first step on the road back to 
providing the level of education 
that all children deserve. 
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rate that 


e-i 


, yT? '.'ty-’l >. m *lr’ f 


won’t go up? 
We’ll fix it 


for you. 

(Aft 7.69% APR 8.0% until S ep tember 2002 to be precise.) 

■ . ■■■£. ... •- . . \ ' ■ • 

- Looking for a mortgage rate that won’t start spiralling upwards 

the moment you get it? Who can blame you. With four rate rises in as 
|/ man y months it’s easy to start worrying about repayments. 

That’s why we’ve introduced a mortgage rate that’s firmly fixed at 
7.69% (APR 8-0%) until 2nd September, 2002. It’ll give you peace of 

Warner over 5 years. 

National Banks category. mind, whatever yOU get Up to. 


Universities plead 
for more cash 



University leaders yesterday 
warned the Government they 
could do nothing to fulfil its 
goals of wider access to high- 
quality higher education without 
an injection of more than £120m 
into the sector next year. 

Vice-chancellors meeting in 
Glasgow laid down the chal- 
lenge after it emerged ministers 
plan to bring forward an an- 
nouncement Co university fund- 
fog to within the next fortnight. 

They made clear that an ad- 
ditional sum of £l20m, which 
would reduce a cut in the high- 
er education budget from 65 per 
cent to I per Cent, would be the 
minimum they would accept 

Anything less would damage 
quality and jeopardise the long- 
term future of the sector, ac- 
cording to Professor Martin 
Harris, chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Vice-Chancellors anti 
Principals. 

However, unive.ri ties insist 
up to £230m more is essential 
if they are to implement any of 


the improvements recom- 
mended by the Dearing com- 
mittee on higher education, 
which reported last July. The 
committee, which recom- 
mended the introduction of 
tuition fees, said an increased 
contribution from students 
should be rewarded with high- 
er-quality education, guaran- 
teed standards and wider access 
to universities. 

It remained unclear yester- 
day whether an expected extra 
sum for universities, likely to be 
announced at the Labour Par- 
ty conference, would match 
the - minimum laid down by 
vice-chancellors. 

The higher education min- 
ister, Baroness Blackstone, ad- 
dressing the CVCP residential 
conference on Wednesday, 
asked for patience as the Gov- 
ernment finalised funding de- 
tails but hinted at good news 
amid rumours of an extra 
£100m being made available. 

— Lucy Ward 




CALL FREE 

Quoting ref IN 12 


0500 758 400 


Mortgages 


E«lDwn»Bn B a9.Bt£«aoaD. i ) Mu Htot 35 fa fcn, 69QOOO h— paring. 300 mMt nmfnmta td aaggso lr iI , 

MO? *Jta ■>» fan been®* wnabto M nunM CM7^U.*«aH)4 la. mugm at £15.00! m man n— , _ -T— J r*^ "* *’ ** 7S9 “' 
rKBO! part J** rmwm tog 1 0S fiaptototb- 3005, *> , Ma of 3 mcatfu. fliniu.mm 14 nVr'T~i‘ JK ‘*‘ n u *’ w 

■ KM md tatn datfccn neon* tm m IS* Ibl ■» chug, to ih, tanm mm ausua « tk. -7TT. far man 


■A We want you 
1 / to say Hag 


t ftPR BOT H a I 


WWBK Hf, TOSMM I3BBa- » S ctoU n d pic. tW. Haw* 120 Qfcrfg. Swto. Bl H. P— B1 IB Z 

ScoOvkJ pte logdM b, SMI bit aopoinhnl lyuiKiin el tfM IS3 Ifahug Cnnp wMi a loautamj iha MSa?. rSB 

panaiM, >4 ™n BBd dttobon bianliiiuiii Mn and •KnrnnMuiu ralaca naljr b Ika unatnenu ol Ifm TS8 onl] 


TOUR HQr.4E IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER 


town, fal nctodto 

> ue and i 138 

ResMorad to &* 
Bank pic and TS 
r hn IBB Ha ut* 


LOAN SECURED ON IT. 








4 




|e 


i 

P 


it 




m 












£M&? 




^•4 




dgBS&j 

■ j*».*J*- 






?L:4: ': ' ■; 

£3h&: 




?#VS : 




vrfvt w.< -/>• «- ••• 


S' -.rt.^ 


•J* •> >> 5 . 

?■ •• -.•' • *- -V-.’ 








*5&! 


Y#.} 


:-t 


it 


i*S. 


%& 












»MW 


Vv-*-,. 


v w-i. Li^.- 




;V> .^.', 


. rl.'j 




. .' .1 > •kT’.^ 


.^^.TVV 




fey 


R:" 


.#5- 

!-.t'> , £•• 


La»; i T =*■ 




s 1 ^ =.-. 1“ rt.’/' 1 « • t ' : 


r /n 


riftri 


-»•’■ '- • . •'. -'—* ^---v'-y; - -^*7 ' 

.••'■’•' r.:. *\§V&'£ "■:? ?^V' 
: - j’-/-/- : ' ' ; 4- . V. 


i'OJj&iK; 




rv U f'V 






’t like the new Peugeot special wheel trims will’ certainly do little petrol engine will flummox even the most 


Conformists won’t like the new t-eugeor * - 

ence to appease them. broad-minded of them. 

106 independence- _ . __ vtaDiC And the engine immobiliser will be And at the drive away price of £7.795.' 

With the XN model they 11 find its 1 YtMM 5 ^ __ _ _ . ^ . 

mrr considered altogether too liberating, they will doubtless suspect a catch. But 
- rp> 0 f indigo Blue or Shannon mEib- 

cnolC . . .-■ INSURANCE' As will the special cloth trim and enough about conformists. If you would like 

Green al badging , the stereo radio cassette. more information call 0345 106 106* or visit 

00 ^ristic tilting glass sunroof and Furthermore, the advanced 1.1 litre your local Peugeot dealer. JQg 

cnarat r»n i/"cat 


more information call 0345 106 10 6 # or visit 


Furthermore, the advanced 1.1 litre your local Peugeot dealer. 


THE NEW SPECIAL EDITION PEUGEOT 106 INDEPENDENCE. FROM £7,795.' 
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Scientists dismiss atom 
risk from Saturn probe 


The Cassini mission to the ringed 
planet Saturn is the first for 20 
years. But will environmental 
opposition prevent it talcing off 
on 13 October? What risks does 
the plutonium on board really 
pose? Charles Arthur, Science Editor, 
reports- 


“I’m quite happy to be at the launch in 
Florida," said Paul Murdin of the British 
National Space Centre. “I think it's more 
far iikdv that TO be killed in an aircraft 
accident or car crash on the way to 
Heathrow than by the spacecraft blowing 
up." Mr Murdin was one of a team of 
British scientists who lined up yesterday 
to talk about their hopes, and well-con- 
trolled Tears, for the launch of the £2.2ba 
Cassini spacecraft (artist's impression 
above) on 13 October. 

Along with many other British scien- 
tists, he hopes to be at the Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida next month, to see off 
the spacecraft, which will carry precision 
equipment to investigate the magnetic field 
around the planet Saturn, and land on Ti- 
tan, one of its moons. It will arrive in 
November 2004. 

But after more than a decade of plan- 
ning, the Cassini mission - the first to the 
ringed planet for more than 20 years, and 


very possibly the last during our lifetimes 
- is threatened by environmental groups 
and some scientists. 

They say that the 33 kilograms of plu- 
tonium which power the scientific instru- 
ments on the probe pose an unacceptable 
risk to Florida and the rest of the Earth. 
If the spacecraft blew up on its launch, they 
contend that the deadly radioactive met- 
al would be dispersed over a huge area and, 
in time, lead to deaths from radiation poi- 
soning. Saw plutonium is highly poisonous: 
one milli onth of a gram is thought to be 
a lethal dose. The amount on Cassini is the 
largest ever sent on a space mission. 

However, the US space agency, Nasa, 
points out that the plutonium is held in a 
ceramic matrix so that even in an explo- 
sion, it would not be spread widely, and 
would be easy to detect and collect It is 
needed to heat and power instruments in 
deep space. Solar panels are still too in- 
efficient to operate so far from the Sun. 

The final permission to launch must 
come from the US President Bill Clinton. 
But it seems increasingly likely that despite 
last-minute lobbying the mission will go 
ahead. 

Mr Murdin said, "The risks posed are 
those that we have learnt to accept in mod- 
em life; it's like sitting in London and hav- 
ing 747s flying near us into Heathrow. The 
bottom line is that everybody has done a 
good job on the risk management 
assessment" 


Increase funds or Care will 
worsen, dentists warn T 

Patients could find it increasingly difficult to get an NHS dentist 
unless funding is increased, leaders of the profession will tell the 
Government today when they submit a daixn for an rise-of at least 
43 per cent in their fees. 

The claim for an inflation-busting pay* rise wiB increase the 
pressure on the Treasury to concede hb^er Gantts in the NTS. 

The dentists follow nurses; family doctors 'and other groups 
in seeking substantial pay increases, in spite of a warning this week 
by the Treasury to the public sectorpaj review bodies that they 
must keep their rerommendatjpns “low” and affordable. . 

The British' Dental Association wHlteS. the Doctors and Den- 
tists Pay Review Body that more dentists axe finding that they 
cannot sustain a practice that relies on NHS fees. 

Claiming that dentistry is underfunded, the BDA is calling for 
fending for dental practices to be increased by £40m to help ar- 
eas where there are problems of access to NHS dents try. 

Cotm Bmwn, Chief Political Correspondent 

Nine arrested in Guerin hunt 

Police investigating the murder of Veronica Guerin, the Irishcrime 
journalist, yesterday made nine arrests. 

Officers detained five men and four women, aged between 30 
and 50, in raid&in Dublin. The nice, who were being questioned 
at police stations in the city, were suspected of haying links to 
figures behind the murder of Ms Guerin last year. 

Members of the group were being questioned in connection 
with continuing inquiries into the activities of drugs gang boss- 
es, and into alleged drugs, money-laundering and firearms offences. 

So far one man has been charged with murdering Ms Guerin.: 

Abuse Files found at tip 

A council yesterday admitted an error after a man bought a com- 
puter at a rubbish tip to find it contained files on 50 child abuse 
victims. Lincolnshire County Council’s social services department 
said guidelines were ignored in not erasing the files before the 
word processor was dumped. 

Steve Norton, of Boston, paid £10 for the obsolete machine 
dumped by the department at a recycling depot at Spalding. 

The computer repairman was shocked to find the details of 
how youngsters were abused and their names and addresses. 

“The worst thing is it would have taken under a mmnip. to wipe 
these records dean," he said. ““This information could have fall- 
en into unscrupulous hands - and it doesn't bear thinking about 
what could have happened then.” 

Speaking today social services manager Mike Boddy said: “I 
am obviously very disturbed to hear that confidential social ser- 
vices files have been disposed of in this fashion. A full investi- 
gation is under way to ascertain how this situation arose.” 

£48,000 for ‘Casablanca’ poster 

A promotional poster for the film Casablanca was sold for £4&,800 
at Sotheby’s yesterday - a record for a film poster. 

The film starred Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman and 
featured the song “As Time Goes By". 

The 2m by 2m linen-backed sheet, one of only two known to 
exist, was bought by Andrew Cohen, the chairman of the door- ; 
to-door housewares retailer Betterware. Mr Co hen, who has col- 
lected film posters for seven years, said: “It’s a great film and a 
great poster. The greatest pewter ever produced.” 




The 4Jiitted States Is funding 
' research ainted 'at helping Third 
. World countries combat the 
spread of Aids from pregnant 
women to their children. . But 
critics ^ayfcbemethods are 
knowingly endangering the lives 
of unborn infants. 

David UslMme looks at to® two 
rides of the arguments 


. A stody into lowering the rate of trans- 
. mission of Aids from pregnant mothers to. 
their brines has been quietly underway 
for two years. An editorial in yesterday's 
NcwEz^and Journal of Medicine, however, 
has Mown away the fid. . 

. Being pursued in ‘countries in Africa, 
in Thailand and the Dominican Republic, 
the studies are likened by the journal to 
the infamous Tbskegee experiment which, 
between l<82aad 1972, left 399 black men 
in Alabama untreated for syphilis so re- 
searches could fbllcwr the diseases course. 

These studies, backed by both the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health and the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control, seek to find 
cheaper alternatives to the treatment giv- 
en in richer countries to pregnant women 
witk Aids: heavy doses oftbr drug AZTEr 

Hie use of AZTon infected women in 


pregnancy has been spectacularly sue- ' 
cessfoL Research has shown that without 
AZX roughly 25 per cent of wo men with. 
-Aids who give birth will produce babies 
with Aids. If women are treated with AZT 
however, the rate falls to 8 per cent. 

. The problem in the Third World, how- 
ever, is cosL AZT is an expensive drug and 
a course of treatment for each person costs 
$1,000. The researchers are trying to dis- 
' cover if lesser amounts can still help. 

This research, however, is controver- 
sial: while half the women in each study 
are receiving AZT in varying dosages, half 
of them are not In other words: the re- 
searchers are knowingly condemning 
some of the yet-to-be-born infants — as 
many , as 1,000, according to critics - to 
death by Aids. 

Defending the work, the NIH said m 
a statement: “We continue to believe that 
these studies, as designed, are not only ap- 
propriate but essential to finding a way as ■ 
quickly as possible to prevent the paten- . 
tlri infection of millions of infants world- 
wide with HTV." 

Defenders of the programme say that 
were the researchers not present in these 
countries none of the women involved 
would have had access to AZT anyway. 

The Wishington-based advocacy group* , 

■ Public Citizen, is attempting to have the 
studies suspended. “We have turned our 
backs on these mothers and their babies," 
said its director. Dr Peter Lurie. 
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Continuous Speech 
Recognition Software 

(imiufling fire ultndig/u 
biph-fjualitv hrttdsci 
nurnqtiuw). 




New from IBM, ViaVoice is the firat-ever continuous speech recognition software for under £100. 
VmVoioe takes dictation at up to 140wpm. So now wfren you talk to your PC you can speak nahirallyi 
It has a UK English vocabulary, which you can personalise up to 64,000 words, and it can handle 
standard phrases and paragraphs. You can even speak direct into Microsoft 

\SbrtL Vuflfoice can be found at PC World or at your local computer shop. — 

Once you’ve tried ViaVoice you wont stop talking about it. For further = =^. _5g= 

information visit our Web ate at wv.w.softa.are.ibm.Wis/TOketvpe S.,I„ lil>ns rnr aTmiilTpIanei 


8990 4 84464 . 


Come and see if this weekend at PC Wbrld 
jB»«iTCord, Lakeside, Staples Comer and Croydon. 
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Sensation as ink and egg are thrown at Hindley portrait 


Red and blue ink and an 
egg were thrown over 
the picture of Myra 
Hindley at the 
controversial exhibition 
of Young British Art on 
its first day open to the 
public yesterday. David 
Lister watched 
controversy being 
orchestrated outside the 
Royal Academy, Tamsin 
Blanchard witnessed the 
vandalism inside 


Sensation it was titled. Sensa- 
tion it was. First red and blue 
Indian ink, then an egg, were 
smuggled through the security 
cordons and burled on to the 
controversial painting of Myra 
Hindley. 

Before that we had shat- 
tered glass; megaphones, plac- 
ards, images of media 
manipulation, tears confusion 
and bewilderment And that 
was just in the courtyard. 

Inside the Royal Academy 
there was a genuine sensation. 
A man was apprehended after 
throwing two canisters of mlf af 
the much publicised painting of 
moors murderer Myra Hindley, 
made from casts of a child’s 
handprints. Minutes later an 
egg was thrown. 

Security guards, two police 
officers, and an Academy cu- 
rator immediately disappeared 
into the room in a frantic at- 
tempt to clean the ink off be- 
fore it dried. 

Two 19-year-old art stu- 
dents saw the first man kick the 
painting from the wall “You 
should be ashamed of your- 
selves," he shouted at them as 
he splattered the canvas with 
red and blue ink. They then 
watched the second man throw 
an egg. 1 don't understand why 
there was such an extreme re- 
action to it,” said one of the stu- 
dents. “It's quite good now 
though, she looks lie she has 
been punched and has a bloody 
nose." 

As they were lead to a wait- 


ing police van one shouted to 
_ bewildered onlookers: "No one 
should be allowed to make 
money or fame out of the death 
of Tittle children.” 

The Royal Academy said last 
night the painting by Marcus 
Harvey would be removed for 
cle aning, which was expected to 
take about a week. The attack 
was an unhappy end to a day 
that had been a piece of theatre 
in the courtyard outside the 
Academy, a conceptual hap- 
pening that Damien Hirst and 
chums could only envy. 

It started at 4am when a rock, 
was hurled through the window 
in Piccadilly next to the Royal 
. Academy banner proc laiming 
the show. The rock was thought 
to have been hurled in protest 
against Harvey's painting of 
Hindley being shown. Howev- 
er, the window belonged to the 
Geological Society, its members 
normally devotees of rocks. 
They are asking the Royal 
Academy for compensation. 

Scene two saw the Acade- 
my’s wish to broaden its audi- 
ence for ail exhibitions swiftly 
answered. Police from the vice 
squad demanded to see the ex- 
hibition. They were shown 
round Jake and Dinas Chap- 
man’s naked mannequins and 
children with erect genitalia cm 
their faces; saw Chris QfflTs Vir- 
gin Mary with its cut-outs of 
pornographic photographs; 
were allowed if they wished to 
lie in Tracey Emin’s tent em- 
broidered with the names of 
eveiyone she had slept with; 
stood in dignified silence by 
Ron Mueck’s Dead Dad, a sil- 
icone and acrylic naked corpse 
on the floor; and feasted their 
eyes on Sarah Lucas’s I too 
Fried Egg And A Kebab , sculpt- 
ed food resembling a woman’s 
sexual organs on a table. The 
police left, unsbocked, their re- 
action a damning piece of art 
criticism for the YBAs. 

Outride the queues were 
forming, all ages but largely the 
■students and backpackers the 
RA had hoped to attract. As 
they queued they were picket- 
ed by megaphone by the pres- 
sure group Mothers Against 



Hated face: Marcus 
Harvey's controversial 
painting of Myra Hindley 
before the darnaging 
attack yesterday at the 
opening of the Royal 
Academy's new show 

Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Murder and Aggression, urging 
them not to view the Hindley 
picture. 

like the best conceptualism, 
their spontaneous shoots had 
the fed of being well rehearsed 
in their, pithiness. “They used 
' to hang killers on the gallows. 
Now they hang them in the 
gallery," they yelled. 

And then they brought in to 
the courtyard Winnie John- 
son, the 64-year-old mother of 
one of the moors* victims. The 
distraught Mbs Johnson was a 
poignant sideshow, and not a 
spectacle one would have 
wished to see at the entrance 
to an art exhibition. RA secre- 
tary David Gordon had invited 
her to vkw the painting to show 
her it did not glamorise Hind- 
ley, she said She would not en- 
ter the building though. 

“Ask the head of foe Royal 
Academy if he wonld go m and 
see the portrait of foe person 
who murdered his child,” she 


sobbed rhetorically and in- 
evitably to an invitatton that had 
achieved very little. 

By now foe queue was 
lengthening and foe first visitors 
were emerging from their view 


of the bribiantiyhung, provoca- 
tive and ironic and striking 
mixture of foe challenging and 
the plain silly, a modem day 
freak show. 

First out was rock star Ian 


Diny. “3 don’t know why it's 
called Sensation,” he said, “be- 
cause Sensation for me is about 
sex and pleasure." 

Despite the cryptic quality 
of that remark, he had, he 


said, enjoyed foe show. So had 
numerous students, many from 
abroad. Julia Hardt from Ger- 
many found foe exhibition “so 
provoking and disgusting, just 
amazing". 


Of foe home visitors, art 
lover Harriet Cronin loved foe 
“wonderfully deployed three di- 
mensional humour", and 
vowed to return several times. 

Tim Stevens, a 24-year-old 
archaeologist, mused: “I didn't 
find the Hindley painting of- 
fensive at ail I'm intrigued as 
to whether Charles Saatchi is 
going to sell it and foe other 
works. It seems great advertis- 
ing by a great ad man.” 

Spare a thought though for 
Mr and Mrs Lay who had come 
from Harwich and came out erf 
foe Academy saying angrily: 
“We believe that painting 
should beautify foe world." 
Why then had they come? “We 
came to see foe summer show. 
We thought it was still on.” 


system that can carry 
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Pounds take a hammering in 
artist’s pecuniary performance 







•/ ** 








Question of values: Artist Myles Stawrnan 


Photograph:Fecer Macdtanmid 




A performance artist 
spends his days in a 
disused factory 
hammering £1 coins. As 
he taps, the face of the 
Queen gradually 
disappears. A comment 
on the monarch* a 
message about money, 
or just another piece of . 
meaningless art! Clans 
Corner seeks an answer at 
the Living Art exhibit. 

Il is the ultimate anti-capital- 
ist, anti-royalist gesture. Thou- 
sands of times a day, Myte 
Siawmaq raises his hammer, 
then brings it foundering down 
on a £1 coin. Another pound, 
another pound pounded. 

The performance ait ex- 
hibit in Bethnal Green, east 

London, has been a year in foe 
making, but recent events luwe 

lent a certain poignancy to the 
gradual erosion of Her 
Majesty’s face. . ' . 

-Wrc not going to snasa 
foe state," remark®** Mr Sta* - 
man, 29, continuing to tap 
while looking up from his work. 

rn.m IA ArtlCftniL 


it? s gomg to be like the B&stiHe, 
it’s going tq be more like this.” 

The hammer just happens to 

be By Royal Appointment and . 
(he floor painted red (as in car- 
pet), but there is, apparently; " 

mudi toore to this solo per- 
formance than a simple 
meat on the Queen. The wrict’ 
is entitled 7%cu, as in foe fodf* 
of pecuniary grid peculiar; foe' 
European currency phis, .a/ 
“P”. It k, in^Mr. StawinaJp’s - 
words, a “pedBiar, pecutfiaiy ' 
performance”.';; «... 

Visitors to foe disused belt 
factory, where Mr Stayanan 
has been hammering away in 
foe squat position for 16 hours ■ 
a day for foe past nme days, 
have paid their £1 entry fee and; 
then watched their coins, dent- 
ed and mashed along with the . 
rest. “What is this?" they ask. 
“A remark on the meaning of 
money, of art, of what?” 

Mr Stawrnan mentions 
Black Wednesday and makes a 


cy? The quidity of a quia, foe. 

of a pound, foe crash-’ 
ing of the pound? — It’s about 

«■ _ .n wi oflri nn 


i uv wot ■■ o 


for virtually nothing ... P 

about artists in their shxfiosdo-, 
ing thefr stuff - for love, not for 
money ... If you »> 
could see it as antiHeontenqto- 
rary arL" • 


- . Some people have found the 
solo performance harrowing. 
Although Mr Stawrnan, look- 
ing part-monk, part-prisoner, 
has developed a repertoire of 
swinjp, strokes and swipes, the 
monotony of his work has got 
to them. “They've just found it 
Jtoo much,” he said. “They 
think: Tie’s doing this all foe 
time. Is be mad? They’ve 
scarpered jo^ty sharpish.” 

; ftsfcapa.if takes a fellow 

artist to appreciate foe exhibit, 
for when PhiTKp Harvey, a31- 
year-old. painter, entered the 
room, he was enthralled. 
“When I do things many, many 
times, patterns emerge,” he 
began. “It’s about process. The : 
way thing ? start to coalesce and 
have aceit^ logit Bridget Ri- 
ky said foe secret to art ism the 
materials." - 

For Mr Stawrnan himself, 
foe hammering has been an 
"empowering” experience. 
Over foe.ooiicre of foe week, he 

has changed his attitude to 
money- He says be feds “much 
lighter” towards it now. 

And what of foe defaced 
coins? He has not quite derid- 
ed whether to bu£y them or 
keep them, but : is edging to- 
waids the lalter option. “Maybe 
they T1 take on a value as an art . 
commodity,” he .debated- 
>yeah, that would be handy.” 
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“The system's downT Does that 
sound familiar? It can happen when 
one too many people try to send an 
e-mail. It needn't though, because 
the technology exists to carry as 
much or as little data as you need. 

It’s called Cable & Wireless Frame 
Service, and It's just one of the ways 
our communications technology can 
make your life easier at work. 

With so many possibilities, it’s 
important for us to know what you’d 
(flee us to make a priority. 

That’s why were writing to our 
' business customers in a national survey 
to hear their thoughts and needs. 

If you’re noc a customer, but would 
like to join in, simply call our survey 
hotline on FreeCaJI 0800 068 8060. 
Or visit http://www.cwcom.cauk 
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Black South Africans claim media racist and unpatriotic 


Public hearings this 
week into the white- 
controlled media's 
collusion with apartheid 
were marked by bitter 
criticisms from black 
journalists about the 
past. But it is the future 
that is causing more 
concern, for black 
columnists and 
Intellectuals are 
clamouring for a purge 
of the still white- 
dominated media, 
arguing it is as racist as 
ever. The signs for press 
freedom are ominous. 
Mary Braid reports. 


It was a heated three days. At 
the end of the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission’s hear- 
ings into the media's role in 
apartheid. Jon Qwelane. one of 
South Africa’s most influential 
black columnists, was charac- 
teristically uncompromising. 

“I want to charge all the 
mainstream newspapers - Eng- 
lish or Afrikaans - with collu- 
sion with apartheid and having 
a hand ... in the subsequent 
murders of tens of thousands of 
black people by the apartheid 
army and police." He added; “I 
am not off my rocker.” 

Forget the film Cry Freedom 


and the brave white editor Don- 
ald Woods. In a country where 
“white liberal" is now a term of 
derision, Mr Qwelane allows the 
media of that time only the oc- 
casional flash of apartheid-era 
courage. At the hearings, other 
black journalists about the 

watering dawn of copy by a me- 
dia which conspired to keep 
South Africa -and blacks in par- 
ticular — ignorant. 

They complained bitterly 
about humfliation in white lib- 
eral newsrooms; their allocation 
of tin mugs while white col- 
leagues were dished the porce- 
lain and rules which forced 
them to use blacks-only toilets. 

They spoke of the frustra- 
tion of always being paid less 
than whites and never being 
trained or promoted. 

The past, of course, has 
many versions. The prim giants 
Times Media Limited and In- 
dependent Newspapers (for- 
merty the Argus Group) which 
dominate today have changed 
owners since apartheid crum- 
bled and like to concentrate on 
the transformation of their 
companies. The Independent 
group admits its titles could, 
have done more, while TML ar- 
gues it was not apartheid's 
poodle and did what it could 
within the confines of the times. 

Black criticism of the “while 
liberar press is not just about 
the past. Thami Mazwai. head 
of Mafube Publishing and a for- 





■j&C 









Moeysien Williams (left;), editor of the Cape Town Argus, and Ivan Fallon, chief executive of Independent Newspapers wrestle with apartheid^ legacy Photograph: Chris AdJam 


mer Argus employee, insists the 
“apartheid mindset" lives on at 
his old workplace. And Don 
Mattera, liberation poet and 
former journalist, this week 


called for a complete purge of from the boardroom to the 


the media to rid it of racism. 

With TML now in black 
hands, black journalists see 
their fight for control shifting 


newsroom where whites still 
dominate. “We are always 
about to fulfil our potential,” 
says one young black journal- 
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3Com Palm Pilot. 
The revolutionary 
organiser that links 
to your PC 


THE MLM PILOT - AKJL THE 
POWER OF A SOPHISTICATED 
ORGANSER, THAT FITS IN 



The new Palm Pnot is a revolutionary new 
product which packs al the power of a 
sophisticated organiser into a pocket-sized 
machine. 

Simply write on the tojctFsensitive screen 
and watch typed letters appear, thanks to 
Graffiti®! an easyMD-team handwriting 
recognition system. 

The Palm Plot also offers Diary Address 
and Phone Book, Jotter, Calculator, 

Expense Management functions - and 
with a modem {sold se parately? you can 
even read your e-mail 
And with a PC Docking Station inducted, 
to transfer data to and from 
your PC, you can take al 
the information you 
■ "'s need with you 
v • • • everywhere! 
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ist “But somehow we never 
man3ge to get there." 

Black journalists' dissatis- 
faction with the pace of change 
is understandable. But their 
complaints are part of a larger, 
more ominous and- media cam- 
paign begun by Thabo Mbeki. 
Presidem Nelson Mandela's 
heir apparent, and developed 
by promineat members of the 
new black establishment . . 

Mr Mbeki has condemned 
the media for negative por- 
trayals of the new South Africa, 
particularly in relation to crime. 
The press, he complains, is 
running down the country. In 
this fledgling democracy, in a 
continent where few states 
place any value on free speech 
or press freedom, the antago- 
nism is worrying. 

President Mandela has also 
criticised journalists but Mr 
Mbeki is different; his pro- 
nouncements have led many 
journalists to conclude he does 
not like the media and does not 
understand its role in a democ- 
racy. Mr Mbeki, it is rumoured, 
is orchestrating- or at least en- 
couraging - the attacks by black 
writers and intellectuals who in- 
sist the media is the new ene- 
my within, undermining 
government and hampering 
Africanisation. 

And no matter howimpec- 
calle a white journalist's anti- 
apartheid credentials, there is 
no escape from criticism which 
at times degenerates into racist 
diatribe. The editors of the 
liberal Sunday Independent and 
the Guardian and Mail were last 
month accused of being unpa- 
triotic by Mr Qwelane and Mr 
Mazwai after revealing an arms 
deal the government would 
rather have kept secret. Un- 
patriotic is just the charge lev- 
elled at them many times by the 
old National Party government. 

The white editors’ sin was to 
reveal South Africa’s plans to 


sell arms to Saudi Arabia, a dis- 
closure. the government 
claimed endangered the cre- 
ation of 30.000 jobs. The Sau- 
di story was part of a wider 
public debate about the ANC's 
promise to inject ethics into the 
arms industry. Nonetheless Mr 
Qwelane denounced the scoop 
as an “abuse" of press freedom. 

Mr Mazwai went further, 
reassuring defence minister Joe 
Modise he would do all in his 
power to “ensure that press 
freedom serves the interests of 
South Africa rather than assuage 
the egos of some Euro-South 
Africans". Mr Qwelane even de- 
nounced dissenting black jour- 
nalists as “Unde Toms". 

The drawing up of a wider 
Eurocentric conspiracy is left to 
Professor William Makgabo, an 
academic at tfie University of the 
Witswatersrand. “The media 
has became a major obstacle to 
(social) transformation and the 
African renaissance." he argues, 


darning the media deliberates 
ty negates African excellence to 
* promote “an endangered con- 
servative liberal agenda". 

Mr Makgoba argues that the 
debate is really about national 
identity and the tension be- 
tween “two societies living on 
different wavelengths in the 
same geographic space”. Some 
of his critirians are valid. The 
media is trying to cater to black 
interests - it is in Us commer- 
cial interest 

But , his insistence that the 
media is deliberately prevent- 
ing social change is unsub- 
stantiated. Most worrying he 
insists the media cannot reform 
Itself and this week called for 
a government inquiry into the 
press and reform of the sector. 

Press freedom, says Mr 
Mazwai. must serve South 
Africa and its national objec- 
tives. A minister from the dis- 
graced old National Party could 
not have put it better. 
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New era: South Africa is less tolerant of liberal journal- 
ists such as Donald Woods, played by Kevin Kline, here 
with Derail Washington as Steve Biko in Cry Freedom 
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at least £35 cash to get 
students off to a good start 
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Victory for 
presenters 
as Birt 
backs down 


Changes planned for the 
BBC's news programmes 
have been delayed after 
a torrent of protest by 
presenters and editors. 
Paul McCann, Media 
Correspondent, reports 
on John Birtfs first big 
U-turn after years of 
pushing through reforms 


John Birt and Tony Hall, the 
BBC's most senior managers, 
have backed away from a fight 
with top newsreaders and edi- 
tors after the chairman of the 
BBC governors expressed alarm 
at the weight of opposition to 
their plans to change the cor- 
poration’s news operation. 

Sir Christopher Bland, chair- 
man of the BBC governors, 
called Mr Birt, director-gener- 
al of the BBC and Mr Hall, head 
of the BBC news directorate, 
into an urgent meeting yester- 
day after which it was an- 
nounced that the deadline for 
the implementation of a merg- 
er of news services had been de- 
layed by six weeks. 

Those opposing the changes, 
who included James Naughtie 
and John Humphrys from the 
Today Programme, Anna Ford 
from the Six O'clock News and 
Jeremy Paxman from News- 
night, are known to believe the 
move indicates a significant 
concession. 

“I don’t see how Bland can 
haul Tony and Birt in and not 
do anything about ft,” said one 
senior presenter. “If Bland and 
the governors are going to help 
in producing something that 


Tbny Hall and his staff can live 
with it’s one of the best bits of 
news the BBC’s had in years. 

“We will now go into con- 
structive negotiations with, 
them. The sticking point is s till 
editorial independence for pro- 
grammes.” 

The focus of the revolt will 
now turn to the BBCs board of 
governors, which indudes mem- 
bers of the great and the good 
such as Bfi] Jordan, the former 
union leader, and Sir Richard 
Eyre, director of the National 
Theatre. 

In the past the board has 
rubber-stamped changes pro- 
posed by Birt, but BBC insid- 
ers believe the size of the 
rebellion leaves them with lit- 
tle choice but to look for a com- 
promise. 

“The bottom line is that 
they know they cannot imple- 
ment the changes because the 
cnidal jobs will not be filled," 
said another senior source. “Or 
if they are filled, it will be by 
people who wQl not have the se- 
niority or respect of their staff" 

The changes planned in- 
volve the creation of five “su- 
per-editors” to run all news 
programmes, but none of the 
BBC's current senior editors is 
willing to apply for the jobs. 

“I don’t think we will see this 
drag out six weeks,” said one se- 
nior editor last night. “There has 
already been a lot of talking to- 
day." 

It is being suggested inside 
the building that the proposal 
to merge the production of 
news programmes under five, 
editors is the idea of news chief 
Tbny Hall and that John Birt has 
no appetite for a battle with his 



John Birt: Backed down over reforms in the BBC news operation after a meeting with Sir Christopher Bland, chairman of the board of governors 


Photograph: John Potter 


most famous radio and televi- 
sion stars. 

The BBC management's 
rapid climbdown yesterday 
meant that editors were stdl be- 
ing told at their morning meet- 
ing that they must calm their 
staff and apply for the new jobs 
by the end of the weekend as Sir 
Christopher was ordering the 
climbdown. 

Mr Hall was forced to can- 
cel a hinch with journalists at the 
Royal Television Society con- 
ference in Cambridge where he 
was due to be grilled about the 
revolt. 

Mr Hall told the One 
O'Clock Nem: “I think that we 
might need more time for con- 


sultation and I am quite happy 
to give people that time." 

Earlier on Radio 4’s Today 
programme James Naughtie 
had to bow out of interviewing 
Mr Hall because he was a sig- 
natory to a letter protesting 
about the changes that had 
been sent to Mr Hall on 
Wednesday. 

The pressure on the BBC in- 
creased yesterday when Gerald 
Kaufman ME chair of the Cul- 
ture Media and Sport Select 
Committee, joined other politi- 
cians in condemning the 
changes: “The BBC is a sham- 
bles, it is extraordinarily badly 
run and it needs a complete up- 
heaval in the way it is run.” 


Who says the 

press isdivided? 


Editors allege anti-Semitism 


As if the rebellion by 
senior broadcasters were 
not enough of a 
headache for the BBC, 
the corporation now 
faces charges of anti- 
Semitism. Four 
employees claim that 
discrimination was rife in 
their department for 
eight years. As 
Kathy Atorfcs reports, they 
will argue their case at 
an industrial tribunal. 


Four Jewish film editors have 
accused the BBC of dragging its 
heels in investigating their com- 
plaints of anti-Semitism,: ac- 
cording to a report in today’s 
Jewish Chronicle. 

At a preliminary session be- 
fore an industrial tribunal in 


central London earlier this 
week, the four - A dele Rubin, 
Stevie Sack, Steve Sampson and 
Leigh Scheindlinger - were giv- 
en leave to bring a daira of 
racial discrimination at a full 
bearing in November. 

Their barrister, Andrew 
Short, told die tribunal that they 
had complained to managers on. 
numerous occasions between 
1 985 and 1 993 about allegedly 
being passed over for promo- 
tions and regradings, and not 
receiving their fair share of 
work. 

“It was fell that allegations 
of anti-Semitism were not tak- 
en seriously,’’ he said. The film 
editors were assured that the 
problems would be dealt with, 
internally, he added, but the sit- 
uation did not improve. 

Mr Short said that it was not 
being alleged that the BBC op- 
erated a policy against Jewish 
employees. It was. “not a poli- - 


cy, but a practice”, he said. 
“There was a culture of dis- 
crimination. 

“A practice developed in the 
1980s motivated by anti-Semi- 
tism. That practice continued in 
the 1990s, because of the iner- 
tia [from the BBC manage- 
ment J that bad built up." 

The four worked as editors 
in the BBC’s post-production 
and graphic design department 
during the period. 

Mr Scheindlinger left in 
J993 to work as a freelance di- 
rector, while the other three re- 
main employed by the 
Corporation. 

The preliminary hearing was 
told that the BBC finally held 
an internal inquiry in 1995, and 
also commissioned a separate 
investigation by Vivienne 
Brown, a regional officer for the 
Commission of Racial Equali- 
ty, who acted in a personal 
capacity. 


The tribunal ruled that Ms 
Brown's report would form the 
basis of the employees’ case 
when it was beard in 
November. 

John Bowezs, counsellor the 
BBC had argued that com- 
plaints of racial discrimination 
dating back to the 2980s were 
“out of time” - beyond the le- 
gal period hr which they need- 
ed to be lodged He added that 
the case would be difficult to 
substantiate because of the 
time lapse. 

The four editors are being 
backed by Bectu, the broad- 
casting trade union. A Bectu 
spokesman yesterday welcomed 
the ruling that their claims 
would be tested before a full tri- 
bunal hearing. 

The BBC yesterday declined 
to comment “We can’t say any- 
thing about the case until it has 
been concluded,” a spokesman 
said. 
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s Weekis ■ 
motive, 
rtaining .- 
compidsMe” 
esAtoona. editor, 
the DaliyTetegrapfi 




*7 heWeekisa 
brilliant concept 
Brilliantly executed " 
Alan Rusbodger; editor, 
The Guardian 



For The WeekT*^ilgi 
Britain’s editors air** 
speak with one voice 

The British daily and Sunday newspapers 
contain over 10 million words a week- far too 
much for any one person to read. So how does 
one find the most interesting and entertaining 
things in the press without reading ail the 
papers? The answer is ample. Let us do it for 
you. Read The Week. 

The Week is a concise, witty and well-informed 
digest which distils the best of the British & 
foreign press into just 34 pages - ideal for 


"The best kept 
secret in town. 

It’s indispensable ' 
Ftosle Boycott, editor, 
independent J 
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Ten die in 
Cairo attack 
on tourists 


After a lull of almost 18 
months, Islamic 
militants have struck 
again in Cairo, killing ten 
people, including six 
German tourists. The 
dead were among a 
party on a bus outside 
the popular Egyptian 
Museum. The militants 
aim to damage the 
government by damaging 
the economy - and they 
do that by driving out 
the tourists. 


“Il was like Gunfighi at the OK 
Corral ',** said Fabian Muir, an 
Australian tourist in Cairo. “To- 
tally out of control. It went on 
for 20 minutes. It seemed to go 
on forever." 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the at- 
tack, in which at least moe peo- 
ple were wounded, but Egyptian 
security sources said police had 
arrested three suspected mflrrnrrts 
and were looking for two more. 

The sources said all of those 
who died were inside the bus 
parked outside the Egyptian 
Museum at Tahrir Square, one 
of Cairo’s busiest areas. 

An Interior Ministry state- 



ment identified one gunman as 
Saber Farahat Abu el-Ela, who 
was put in a mental hospital af- 
ter he fired on tourists at the 


Semiramis Intercontinental Ho- 
tel in Cairo four years go. 

Ela’s brother Mahmoud was 
also arrested after the attack, 


the statement said. Security 
sources said the third gunman 
was shot in the head and was in 
a critical condition. Security . 


sources said one of the gunmen . 
dim bed aboard the bus* re- 
ported to be carrying 33 'Gar- . 
man tourists, and started 



spraying the interior with gun- 

fire. 

When be saw several tourists 
escaping through the rear exit, 
the gunman threw -a petrol 
bomb inside. He then ran out 
and put a second bomb under 
the bus. 

Other gunmen fired at three 
or more buses parked near the 
museum, security sources said. 

Thousands of tourists visit’ 
the Egyptian Museum every 
day. The sprawling building 
houses more than 100,000 an- 
cient relics, the most outstand^ 
ing being the tomb and gold 
mask of TUtankhamun. 

• Security sources suspect the 
gunmen were Muslim militants 
who have been seeking to top- 
ple the government since 1992. 

The attack was the first ma- 


The wreck of the bombed 
tourist bus 'stands outside 
die Egyptian Museum in 
Tahrir Square, one of the 
busiest areas of Cairo 


Photograph: Reuters 


jor militant operation in the cap- 
ital since April 1996, when sus- 
pected militants shot dead 18 ' 
Greek tourists and wounded 14 
outside a hotel. # 

It was one of the bloodiest 
attacks against - the Egyptian 
iwirian industry since militants 
began sporadically targeting 
tourists in 1992 as a way to dam- 
age the country's economy in 
their fight against the govern- 
ment 

Before yesterday, Muslim 
miKranfs had killed 26 foreign- 
ers and wounded 73. 

The German Foreign Min- 
ister, Klaus Kinkel expressed 
honor at the bomb attack, say- 
ing it was the third disaster to 
hit Germans abroad this week. 

*T teamed with horror of the . 
bomb attack on a tourist bus in 
Cairo in which there were many 
dead and injured, including 
Germans. It is the third disas- 
ter this week,’* Mr Kinkel said 

News of the Cairo bombing 
followed two air disasters with- 
in the last five days that killed 
29 German soldiers and diplo- 
mats. 

Five Germans died on 
Widnesday innhelioopter crash 
in Bosnia on a UN peace- 
keeping mission, and 24 were 
killed off the coast of southwest 
Africa do Saturday when their 
army transport crashed, possi- 
bly in a mid-air collision with a 
US militaiyaircrafL Reuters. 
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Is it safe to travel 
along the Nile? If 
you're careful . . . 


Yesterday^ terrorist 
attack in Cairo, was the 
latest example of ; 

tourists being used a* - 
pawns in wider political 
struggles. While British - 
tour operators are still 
sending holidaymakers 
to Egypt, there is 
evidence that campaigns 
to scare off visitors are 
working. Simon Colder, 

Travel Editor, reports. 


The timing was telling. Just as 
news was emerging of the attack 
by Islamic militants on a tourist 
bus outside the Egyptian 
Museum in central Cairo, the 
latest “Autumn Specials", 
brochure arrived on my desk 
from the tour operator Hayes 
and Jarvis. It revealed special 
deals such as holidays in Egypt 
for under £250, and a week in 
Cuba for only £389. As the fash- 
ion for placing tourists in the 
frontline of political struggles 
spreads, demand for destina- 
tions such as these is dwindling. 

Tb gaugs the impact that yes- 
terday’s attack wOl have on 
Egypt’s tourism industry, imag- 
ine a bomb exploding on a 
coach full of visitors outside the 
British Museum. 

The economic consequences, 
for Egypt will be serious. The 
campaign by Islamic funda- 
mentalists against foreign via- 
tors began in 1992, and until 
yesterday had killed 26. Since 
the most serious attack last 
April, in which 18 Greek 
tourists were shot dead outside 
their hotel, the security forces 
in Egypt had enjoyed some 
success in stifling the campaign. 
Yesterday’s atrocity is certain to 
lead to widespread holiday 
cancellations. 

The Foreign Office updated 
its travel advice for Egypt short- 
ly after the attack. It points oat 
that 320,000 British people; vis- 
ited the country last year, but 
says, “The latest attack shows 
security cannot be guaranteed." 


It stops short of warning British 
IraveUefsagaihst watmgEgypf 
-amove which would leadhot 
' iday companies to suspend all 
-operations there.' ’ 

■Hie tour operator Kuoffi, 
which has 280 clients in Cairo 
at present, has offered them the 
option to move to Luxor or to 
return to the UK. Thomas 
Cook Holidays has given cus- 
tomers booked to travel with- 
in the next week the chance to 
cancel without penalty. 

In the longer term, travel 
companies' programmes will 
be trimmed back, and extrase- 
curity provided for organised 
groups. American tourists, 
whose numbers fell steeply 
during and after the Gulf war, 
are likely to be further disin- 
clined to visi t. . . 

Backpackers, who use local 
transport and stay in low-bud- 
get accommodation, have so far 
avoided being targeted by tbe 
terrorists. Evidence from war- 
torn countries such as Sri Lan- 
ka suggests that few will be 
deterred from visiting Egypt. 

The broader danger is that 
more terrorist groups around 
the world will latch on to tar- 
geting tourists. The fashion be- 
gan in. the mid-1980s when the 
Maoist Shining Path guerrillas 
of Peru declared they would at- 
tack visitors. Peru’s visi tor num- 
bers have still not recovered.; 

In Cuba, tourism has proved 
remarkably, successful & 
shoring up an economy bit by 
the ending of Soviet subsidies 
and- the US blockade. But the 
industry has been threatened by 
a series of bomb attacks on 
hotels in Havana. The most re- 
cent killed an Kalian tourist 

While Cuban officials blame. 
anti-Castro exiles in Mi ami for 
the campaign, travel companies 
are busily cutting prices. The 
grisly pattern will be repeated 
in Egypt: after carnage, cheap 
holidays are bound to follow. 

Foreign Office Travel Advice 
'Unit: 0171-238 4503. or fax 
0171-238 4545; on the Interna, 
at Hup: // h-wv.. fco.gov. ukf dr on 
BBC2 Cerfax from' page 470. 
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The new Vectra is the only car in its class to have, as standard/ Air Conditioning, ABS, Traffic Master, 

driver’s airbag, central locking, power steering, engine immobiliser, electric windows, 

six speaker audio system, child proof Jocks, de-coupling brake pedals 

THE VECTRA FROM VAUXHALL 



•ftlR-COMOtnONIHG SrcwpARO OW AIL UQPgLS EXCEPT EHVOY WTO PPKESSK3N, OH IS MOOOjS IN UEU OF 3UNBQ3f UKtil ftmi 3OTW TOR Ml wr REGISTERED COUPLES ESCTCH- SE rra ry, NfiMFp F ) FT H Him CTifmim PH 

ALL EXCEPT ARCTIC. TOURER AND SIPRCSSIOM, AND ELECTRIC WINDCAtfS 



We make music 
easier to track down, 


(centre spread, tabloid section.) 
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Jerusalem for the Jews - one rich American’s big idea 


He may be just a 6&-year-oid 
retired physician and bingo 
parlour owner but Dr Irving 
Moskowitz this week plunged 
relations between Palestinians and 
Israel into crisis. The American 
mufti-vnilfionairefc financing of the 
takeover of two houses in the 
Palestinian neighbourhood of Ras ' 
ai-Amoud in Jerusalem provided a 
glimpse of a sinister agenda. Patrick 
Cockbum in Israel reports 


He is described by his many enemies as 
Israel’s most dangerous pyromaniac. “He 
is a man who lives far away with a big box 
of matches, hieing a huge keg of gunpow- 
der, which is Jerusalem,” says Oman 
Yekulieli, a member of the city council One 
opposition leader is demanding that secu- 
rity police prevent Dr Moskowitz return- 
ing to his home in Miami Beach, Florida, 
so he can see the explosive consequences 
of what he has wrought in Jerusalem. 

But for the Jewish settlers and their sup- 
porters in Ras al-Amoud, Dr Moskowitz 
is a hero. This week, wearing a black skuU- 
cap, he nailed the mezuzah, the box con- 
taining a prayer, to the doorpost of the 
newly-acquired villa in Ras ai-Amoud, as 
is traditional in Jewish households. Yes- 
terday, he was dose to a “compromise” 
agreement giving him much of what he 
wanted, with Avigdor Kahalani, the Pub- 
lic Security Minister, whose political party 
he bankrolled in the last election. 

For the first time Dr Moskowitz, long 
influential in Israel, has stepped out of the 
shadows, meeting with emissaries from Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, looking for a way out of the crisis. Not 
surprisingly many Israelis asked why a 
retired doctor from Florida, using the im- 
mense profits of one of the world’s biggest 
bingo parlours, should be determining 
their future. 

It is not the first time that Dr Moskowitz 
has stoked the flames of conflict in 
Jerusalem. Last year he helped finance the 
opening of an extension to a tunnel run- 
ning under the Muslim quarter in the Old 
Gty of Jerusalem. Within days fi ghting 
erupted between the Israeli army and 
Palestinians which left 65 Palestinians and 


15 Israelis dead, while over 1,000 people 
were wounded. 

Dr Moskowitz makes no secret of his im- 
mediate objective. It is to JudaEe Jerusalem 
(though cite city already contains 400,000 
Jews and 170,000 Palestinians). His focus 
is on the Old City and its immediate neigh- 
bourhood. He says that he wants “to do 
everything I possibly can to help re claim 
Jerusalem for the Jewish people”. . . 

He sees the Oslo accords between 
Israel and the Palestinians as “a slide 
towards concessions, surrender and Israeli 
suicide”. Since 1993, through contributions 
to rigbt-wmgtobbying groups in the US and 
Mr Netanyahu's election campaign, he has 
done all he can to overturn them. 

The source of Dr Moskowitz’ls original 
wealth lay in a string of private hospitals 
he began to acquire in southern Califor- 
nia in the late 1950s. But the funds used 
to buy up houses in the Old Gty of 
Jerusalem have a more bizarre origin. In 
1988 he was asked by the council of 
Hawaiian Gardens, the smallest city in Los 
Angeles Cbunty, to take over a “charity” 
bingo halL whose previous owner was fac- 
ing criminal chaiges. Dr Moskowitz turned 
the 800-seat bingo parlour round and by 


Netanyahu: bankrolled by Moskowitz, 
now looking for a compromise 


1991 it was taking in 533m in profits- A rig- 
niScampropavonof this-lhzvvgh the Irv- 
ing I Moskowitz Foundation -ended up in 
Jerusalem. - - 

-it was hot merely that Dr Moskowitz was 
a rich man with a political agenda. His im- . 
portance is that his money flowed to peo- 
ple of the deepest fanaticism, notably to 
Ateret Cohanim (Grown of the Priest), a 
group dedicated to taking over Jerusalem. 

In the late 1980s and early 1990s Ateret 
Cohanim became a much feared name 
among Palestinians in the city. Its militants 
would suddenly swoop on their houses in 
the middle of the night and take them over. 

. Palestinians maintained —and this was sub- 
sequently backed by a government report 
- that the legal basis for these takeovers 
was flimsy. But once bhie-and-white Israeli 
flags bad sprouted from a building it ' 
was difficult for a Palestinian to get the 
courts or the Israeli police to evict the oc? 
cupiers. 

The takeover of Palestinian property 
often appeared deliberately geared to pro- 
voke. Ariel Sharon, the Israeli general held 
responsible by Palestinians for the Sabra 
and Chatila massacres in Lebanon, suddenly 
acquired a bouse in the Old City in 1987. 
St John’s Hospice in the Christian Quar- 
ter was occupied in 1990. Overall some 600 
settlers were introduced in the teeth of 
Palestinian resistance. 

Dr Moskowitz defends himself against 
charges of ethnic deansing by stealth. He 
says; “Objecting to Jews living among 
Arabs is racism of the worst kind.” But the 
defence is naive. No sooner were settlers 
established in Ras al-Amoud this week than 
the soldiers who guard them starting mak- 
ing life unliveable for Palestinians in the 
street, who were repeatedly stopped, 
questioned and searched. Jubilant set- 
tlers celebrated their victory like a con- 
quering army. 

A “compromise”, which was dose yes- 
terday, whereby the settler &milies will with- 
draw for the moment but be replaced with 
workmen renovating the building, is a vic- 
tory for Dr Moskowitz. Such arrangements, 
aimed at deflecting international criticism 
have in the past always ended in settlers 
taking over buildings. If Mr Netanyahu 
prefers compromise with the extreme 
nationalist settlers before compromise 
with the Palestinians the result wiD be 
violence - but by then Dr Moskowitz may 
be on the flight bade to Miami. 
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Money talks: Moskowitz, left, wants to do afl he can to help reclaim Jerusalem for the Jewish people’ Photograph: AP 
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Politician shoots 
rival in Albania's 
parliament 

Tirana (Reuters) — The Al- 
banian Prime Minister, Fatos 
Nano, yesterday appealed for 
calm after a member of his rul- 
ing Socialist Parly shot and se- 
riously wounded a political rival 
inside the country's parliament 
huQding. 

A police spokesman said 
Socialist MP Gafur Mazrcku 
had been charged with the at- 
tempted murder of opposition 
deputy Azem Hajdari. a former 
student leader who in 1990 
helped topple the country’s 45- 
year Stalinist regime. 

One witness said Mr 
Mazrcku had shot Mr Hajdari 
four times with a pistol in the 
most serious political incident 
since a general election in June 
largely subdued widespread vi- 
olence across the Balkan nation. 
The two politicians had earlier 
been involved in a fracas in the 
chamber on Hiesday. 



Australia under fire from states that may disappear under water 


If sea levels rise, then 
some Pacific islands 
might disappear 
altogether. So they are 
pressing Australia to 
help prevent global 
warming. But; as 
Robert Mffiken reports, 
they aren’t getting 
much of a hearing. 


Tuvalu is so small you can bare- 
ly find it on the map, and life 
under its South Pacific palms 
would not seem to pose too 
many problems. Bui yesterday, 
this tiny country joined with 
other Pacific island nations to 
attack their big neighbour, 
Australia, which they accuse of 
contributing to the global 
war ming and rising sea levels 
that are threatening to wipe 
them off the face of the earth. 


Australia and its Prime 
Minister, John Howard, came 
under fire at the summit in the 
Cook Islands of the South Pa- 
cific Forum. The Australians 
have steadfastly refused to 
bow to pressure to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to 
below international targets, 
cl aiming their country is a 
special case because of its 
small population (18 million) 
and high economic depen- 
dence on fossil fuels. 

Australia’s Pacific island 
neighbours yesterday fuelled 
the row by declaring that 
enough was enough. They ac- 
cused Australia of hypocrisy, 
claiming that in intransigence 
on greenhouse gases poten- 
tially poses a bigger environ- 
mental threat to the Pacific 
than the French nuclear tests 
which Australia vociferously 
opposed two years ago. 

Ibvalu is an extreme case 



of the nations who believe make their IMihoods from 
their very existence is threat- coconuts and fishing are barr- 
en ed. The coral atolls on ly six metres above sea leveL 
which its 9,000 inhabitants According to Bikenibeu Pae- 


niu, Tuvalu’s Prane Minister, 
unless something is done to 
Stop global warming over the 
next 20 years, then his coun- 


THE RENAULT AUTUMN GET TOGETHER. 
Two great reasons to visit your Renault dealer. 


If you're thinking of buying a new car, it's a 
great time to visit your Renault showroom. First, 
you'll discover the latest stylish cars from 
Renault and the amazing Freeways offers which 
make them so affordable. 

Second, you'll have the chance to win some 

fantastic prizes. 

Simply visir your local Renault dealer before 
9 October 1997, pick up a gamecard and match its 


pictures with those displayed to sec if you've won. 
These prizes can 
be won at EVERY showroom. 

TWO sports watches with tan leather straps. 
TWO Renault watches. 

TWO Renault bathrobes. 

TWO Andcr' leisure bags. 

TWO multi-functional Minolta cameras. 


TWO Renault CHo Paris cars! 

You could also win a Renault Clio for you 
and one for your partner! Imagine that, one for 
you and one for your driving partner! 

Just fill in your gameeaxd, and two lovely 
Clio cars could soon be yours! 

For details of your nearest //\ 

Renault showroom phone 

0S00 52 51 50. REMMIT 
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try could be the world’s first 
to disappear under rising sea 
levels. 

At a meeting last weekend 


Water World: Pacific 
Islanders are meeting in 
Rarotonga, left, to discuss 
the implications of global 
warming 

" Photograph: Colorific 

ahead of the forum. Mr Pae- 
niu joined with leaders of 
four other island states, Nau- 
ru, Niue, Kiribati and the 
Cook Islands, id pass a reso- 
lution ^nfrig on rich countries 
such as Australia to Cut green- 
house gas emissions by 2005' 
to one-fifth below their 1990 
levels. 

Mr Howard yesterday ap- 
peared to dismiss the is- 
landers’ claims that Australia's 
environmental policies were 
helping to put their futures at 
risk. 

“That is an extremely ex- 
aggerated statement and not 
one that impresses me," he 
said. 



Lowest Prices Available 

One luVnntr. 

RSL 

B.T. 

’ Save • j 

intcmatkxoil ■ 

Global 

17/7/97 


coBto 

Phone 



AUSTRALIA 

21.15 

49.00 

57% 

BANGLADESH 

8225 

13325 

38% ■; 

CANADA 

14.10 

23.62 

40% 

GHANA 

61.10 

131.19 

53% 

HONG KONG 

34.08 

58.40 

42% 

INDIA 

64.63 

119.85 

46% 

ISRAEL 

44.65 

79.46 

44% 

JAPAN 

28.20 

76.99 

63% 

MALAYSIA 

44.65 

76119 

42% 

NEW ZEALAND 

25.85 

49.00 

47% 

PAKISTAN 

76.38 

13323 

43% 

SINGAPORE 

32.90 

58,40 

44% 

SOUTH AFRICA 

44.65 

79.46 

44% 

UAE 

58.75 

101.67 

42% 

USA 

11.75 

23.62 

30% 

Afl Prices Include VAT 

\o < 

on next ion 

Lets 



No Administration Fees 
VI! you pay (or is the time you spend on the 
telephone. You don't even need to change your 
current phone number, phone line or 
touch tone phone. Just dial a code number each 
tune you make a call and you can take advantage 
of our low prices. 
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Helicopter pilot dies helping 
prisoner escape 

A helicopter pilot taking part in an escape attempt from Sittard 
prison in south-eastern Netherlands died when his craft hit the 
prison wall and burst into flames, a justice ministry spokesman 
said. The prisoner, a Colombian jailed for drug trafficking, was 
not injured seriously in the incident The pilot had attempted to 
land in the prison courtyard when die prisoners were outside on 
their daily exercise. AFX 

Lebed offers Rokhlin a hand 

Retired general Alexander Lebed, a presidential hopeful in Rus- 
sia, offered to join forces with Lev Rokhlin, another prominent 
general who opposes the Kremlin. A statement signed by Lebed 
on behalf of his Dignity and Motherland political group, expressed 
willingness to “co-operate doseiy“ with a movement Rokhlin is 
forming. . Reuters 

Plea for Ugandan children 

Human rights groups called on the Ugandan and Sudanese gov- 
ernments to halt the systematic abuse of children involved in fight- 
ing in northern Uganda. Uhicef Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Witch released reports detailing physical and mental abus- 
es inflicted on thousands of children who they said had been ab- 
ducted by the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Reuters 

Hope for Western Sahara 

Polisario leader Mohamed Abdelaziz said accords reached with 
Morocco laid the ground for resolving the Western Sahara con- 
flict and ending a colonial situation of injustice lasting 23 years. 
They have agreed a code of conduct covering a planned refer- 
endum to deride the fate of the territory. •- Reuters 

Malaysia’s PM dons mask 

Malaysia's Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad appeared yesterday 
in public for the first time wearing a mask — a white disposable 
type that covered his nose and mouth - as a smoky haze, blamed 
on bush fires in Indonesia, continued to shroud much of the coun- 
try. The smoke has also hit Singapore and Brunei 


£5 worth 

of free calls 
when you join 


RSL GLOBAL PHONE 


rud 

ous< 


fe::. 


a#*** 


s* ,F '*;V" 

\j* v ' 


sM**''' " 

i*‘*- 

jltf* f v • ' 

j.) ueV . 
U h j - ' • 

’i'p-*’"' 

**'/ r 
jh Ul «■ - 

i.r i ■ 
_ J-i ,*» V.i- 

V.j.u. •-••• 


-Jr:. 







17/CHINA 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 
1° SEPTEMBER 


r S 


Shanghai surprise as 
ruthless President 
ousts aging rivals 



* 



• / 


TWo of the most 
, powerful men in China 
/ have been dumped at 
the party congress. The 
announcement was a 
triumph for President 
Jiang Zemin, as he bids 
to establish himself as 
paramount leader 
following the death of 
Deng Xiaoping, Teresa 
Poole looks at how the 
man from Shanghai 
has won out. 


h, “J* was a unified congress, ft was 
' y a victorious congress,” said Mr 
Jiang as the military band pre- 
\l pared to strike up the “In- 
ternationale” at the closing 
ceremony of the week-long par- 
ty meeting. 

It had certainly been a victory 
for the man who will lead Chi- 
na into the 21st century. In the 
first major political reshuffle 
since the death of paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping in Feb- 
, . ruary. Mr Jiang managed to get 

: ^ rid of his main rival. Qiao Shi, 
until oow ranked third in the hi- 
erarchy. Mr Jiang also forced 
the retirement of the most se- 
nior general, Liu Huaqing. 

Yesterday's key event of the 
15th Party Congress was the 
closed-door “election” by the 
2.000-odd delegates of a new 
iy3-person Central Committee. 
« In fact, by the time the votes 
were cast, the number of can- 
didates had already been whit- 
tled down to the number of 
seats on offer. 

But this was the result of two 
days of tense - factional 
manoeuvring^ and 

pre-elections in which Mr 
Jiang’s allies appeared to score 
the victories they were seeking. 

The outcome was that Mr 
Qiao and General Liu both 





Jiang Zemin: Clearing the 
way for his profcfig£s 

lost their seats on the Com- 
mittee. This means that the two 
men will also be removed from 
China’s supreme political body, 
the seven-member Standing 
Committee of the Politburo. 
That new line-up and the 20- 
odd member Politburo wfli be 
announced this morning, and all 
eyes wiB be watching to see 
whether Mr Jiang has put his 
prot£g£s in place, many of them 
from his political power base of 
Shanghai. 

It was 72-year-old Mr Qiao’s 
comprehensive removal from all 
the key centres of political pow- 
er which was the most unex- 
pected. “It is a bit of a surprise.” 
said one Western diplomat last 
night. “But it is a good thing for 
Mr Jiang, it removes one big 
problem.” 

When Mr Jiang in 1992 
added the presidency to his 
positions as party chief and 
head of the army, many China- 
watchers still dismissed him as 
a lightweight who would not stay 


the course in the post-Deng era. 

In the past 18 months Mr 
Qiao was the one senior figure 
who failed to pay pubbe lip-ser- 
vice to Mr Jiang as Mr Deng’s 
anointed successor, and rela- 
tions between the two were 
said to be increasingly frosty. 

The friction became more 
acute in recent months because 
Mr Jiang wanted to removed 
Mr Qiao from bis position as 
chairman of China’s parlia- 
ment, the National People’s 
Congress, in order to replace 
him unth U Peng, who under the 
constitution must retire as 
prime minister next March. 
That switch may now be on the 

cards. 

The expressions on people’s 
facesyesterday in the Great Hall 
of the People said it afl. A beam- 
ing Mr Li posed for pho- 
tographs as he posted his ballot 
papers, while a very stiff-faced 
Mr Qiao squeezed out a very 
forced smile. 

No one expected Mr Qiao to 
be removed from ah his posts, 
and it marks a very public per- 
sonal defeat. In the months up 
to Mr Deng’s death, this was the 
man whom many analysts hnri 
described as a likely “king- 
maker” for the post-Deng era, 
a role which yesterday evapo- 
rated. The propaganda ma- 
chine cannot even pretend it is 
a matter of age; Mr Qiao is only 
one year older than Mr Jiang. 

General Liu, 81, had held (be 
top military position in the hi- 
erarchy, and although his age 
meant retirement from the 
Standing Committee was like- 
ly, he was reluctant to depart 
His removal from even the 
Central Committee is a politi- 
cal humiliation. Mr Jiang, who 
is head of the armed forces, will 
now seek to promote his own 
military allies, possibly to the 
StanSbgCmhmittefe'or at least 
to the-*Geatial Military Com- 
mission, the army’s ruling body. 


* « 


^ + - 



r r* 


t! r * 







A : 


* 

'T 






% 


Leading tights: Delegates at the Party Congress cast their votes 


Photograph: Reuters 


2020: West 
eclipsed by 
rising star 


Within the next 20 years, China could be the 
worlds second largest exporter, after the Unit- 
ed States: its consumers are likely to have a 
purchasing power greater than that of all Eu- 
rope combined; incomes levels could be on 
a par with those prevailing in Portugal loday. 
and poverty could be eliminated by 2020. 

These amazing predictions arc all con- 
tained in a major report on the Chinese econ- 
omy released by the World Bank yesterday. 
The report puts the bank’s seal of approval 
on a growing number of studies which depict 
China as a dominant economic force in the 
new century. 

The scale of Chinese achievement, says 
Vikram Nehru, the report’s principal author, 
is on a par with the emergence of the US as 
a leading trading nation in the second half of 
the nineteenth century and Japan’s eco- 
nomic explosion from 1952-1995. 

For almost two decades, between 1 978 and 
1995, the Chinese economy grew annually by 
an average of 9.4 per cent. The report esti- 
mates that for (he next 20 years the econo- 
my will achieve an annual growth rate of 6.5 
per cent. 

The World Bank says that China’s robust 
economy has been supported by the way the 
government has handled economic reform and 
economic growth. In addition, the econom- 
ic boom has benefited from a supportive Chi- 
nese diaspora which has poured investment 
and know-how into the Chinese economy. 

However, this impressive level of growth 
cannot be guaranteed, the expansion of the 
Chinese economy has thrown up a number 
of serious challenges, says the Warld Bank. 
Identified as the most serious is the speed- 
ing up of reform of the vast state-enterpris- 
es. half of which are loss making. The Chinese 
Communist Party congress, now underway, has 
pledged reform but it may not be sufficient. 

Meanwhile, capital-raising is hampered by 
the inability to channel the enormous bulk of 
savings into China's infrastructure needs. Cap- 
ital markets, especially slock markets, are bad- 
ly regulated and far more like casinos than 
serious capital-raising centres. The lack of a 
well-developed legal system to administer the 
increasingly free market is undermining sta- 
bility and depriving China of a framework 
wiLhin which to sustain economic growth. 

Aside from these problems China, says Mr 
Nehru, is suffering from mounting environ- 
mental pressure, growing inequality both be- 
tween individuals and between regions, 
stubbornly high poverty levels, employment 
insecurity and periods of economic turmoil, 
such as high bouts of inflation, which stem 
from uncompleted economic reforms. 


Economic reform yes, but political? Look what happened to Gorbachev 


1 


If we're 



Further economic reform has 
over the past week been given 
the green light in China; but that, 
doesn’t mean reform in other 
areas is on the agenda. The 
gamble is that so long as the 
economy grows, the lid can be 
kept on demands for political 
change. 

China points to the failed 


Gorbachev reform era in the 
Soviet Union, when a political 
thaw preceded economic re- 
structuring, as a terrible lesson 
for Marxists who wish to survive 
in the global marketplace. But 
wQl China be able to handle the 
stresses when economic change 
so outstrips political opening? 
• There has been some polit- 


ical change. People no doubt 
have more personal freedom 
now. But that does not extend 
to political liberties, and Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin’s keynote 
speech a week ago offered no 
prescription for this to alter. 
There is no evidence that the 
Communists envisage relin- 
quishing their monopoly. 


Mr Jiang did stress that 
steps must be taken to establish 
the “rule of law", even if the im- 
petus is to keep foreign investors 
happy. But in a system rotten 
with corruption, no one is ad- 
dressing how this can happen if 
the people in power are unac- 
countable and the media is 
kept on such a tight leash. 
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Green Flag won t. On average. We rescue . 
our members in just 35 minutes.* 
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hour, you can claim £10 back. Plus, we 
offer a choice of 5 levels of cover. What’s 
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Dance drugs lose 
appeal in the South 


There is a boom in the 
use of drugs and alcohol 
among teenagers in the 
North, while those in the 
South are rejecting raves 
and narcotics. Overall 
drug consumption may 
have stopped rising, but 
some regions would 
never guess it- Jason 
Ben netro. Crime 
Correspondent, reports. 

Teenager* in the North and the 
Midlands are becoming the 
country s biggest drug users, ac- 
cording to the latest study, pub- 
lished today. 

The use of illegal drugs is still 
widespread, with nearly half of 
all people aged 16 tu 29 saying 
they had ever taken an illegal 
substance, and 15 per cent hav- 
ing done so in the past month. 
But while there is evidence to 
suggest that young people in the 
south have stopped using so 
many designer dance drugs, 
their contemporaries in the 
north of England and the Mid- 
lands are increasingly turning to 
speed. LSD and ecstasy. 


Experts believe that a boom 
in the North and Midlands in al- 
cohol and tobacco use, which 
arc strongly linked to drug tak- 
ing, may explain the rise in pop- 
ularity, combined with a drop in 
the number of raves held in the 
South. 

However, the surprising 
finding of the Home Office's 
British Crime Survey of Eng- 
land and Whies, in which 1 1,000 
people were questioned in 1996, 
is that drug consumption ap- 
pears to have almost stopped 
rising, although this may be a 
statistical blip. The proportion 
of people aged 16 to 29 who had 
taken drugs in the survey year 
rose only by 1 per cent in the 
past two years to 24 pier cenL 

The most significant shift is 
in the difference between re- 
gions. Among 16- to 19-year-olds 
- who are the highest con- 
sumers of illegal substances - 
the percentage who took any 
drugs m 1996 rose by 4 percent 
to 35 per cent in Lhe North and 
by 6 per cem to 30 per cent in 
the Midlands. 

Meanwhile, there have been 
big drops in drug taking among 
the same age group in the 
South and Wiles. In London, it 


declined by 16 per cent to 29 per 
cent; in the South it was down 
7 per cent to 32 per cent. In 
Wales it was down IS per cent 
to 19 and East Anglia saw a 13 
per cent drop to 28 per cent. 

However, when the bigger 
age group of 16- to 29-year-olds 
is considered London is still the 
top drug-taking centre, fol- 
lowed closely, by the North. 

Overall, cannabis is the most 
commonly' used drug, with 21 
per cent of 16- to 29 year-olds 
having used it within the last 
year. Nest come amphetamines, 
LSD. mage mushrooms, ecstasy 
and poppers, which together 
were taken by 11 per cent of 
young people. Ecstasy is the 
least popular of these five hal- 
lucinogenic drugs - only 9 per 
cent of this age group had ever 
taken it Only 1 per cent had 
ever taken heroin. 

The survey found that those 
most likely to take illegal drugs 
were aged 16-29, heavy drinkers 
and smokers, male, unem- 
ployed, and tended to go out a 
lot in the evenings. 

The Home Office said that 
the statistics challenged the be- 
lief that drug abuse was esca- 
lating out of all control. 



Stay dean: The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, holding up an ecstasy tablet while warning school children off using drugs 

Smart move that kept killer batch of contaminated heroin off the streets 


Photograph: Reuters 


A drug dealer has voluntarily 
handed over to the police a 
batch of contaminated heroin 
believed to have already killed 
two people. 

TTieio grams of brown pow- 
der had a street value of £5,000 
and was enough to make 1,000 


potentially lethal “wraps” or 
doses. A known drug dealer 
arranged to drop off the pack- 
age in the North Tyneside area 
of Northumberland. 

The substance was found to 
contain dihydrocodeine, which 
is a morphine derivative, kaolin 


and acids, which can be lethal 
if injected. It is thought to have 
been sold as heroin in the Myth 
Afafleyarea 

Police believe the batch of 
drugs led to the deaths' of two 
men - Lee Percy mid Mark 
Miller - in the Northumbria 


force area recently, as well as 
“numerous overdoses”.. . 

Detective Chief Inspector 
- Allan Bowman, the south-east 
Northumberland crime man- 
ager, said: “Dealers realised the 
lethal consequences of this drug 
if it was injected. Whoever cut 


this obviously had a total dis- 
regard for life,” said Mr 
Bowman. 

“I believe this recovery has 
saved lives and showed that the 
efforts of police and other agen- 
cies to tackle the drags problem 
in Blyth Valley are paying off." 


Newspaper test shows big business the smart way to beat crime 


Companies spend 
millions on security, but 
one of the woriefs 
biggest corporations has 
found a cheaper way to 
keep criminals at bay. 
Steve Boggart reports. 


General Electric has saved itself 
millions of doll are by drawing 
up a hit-list of 45 words designed 
to weed out criminals who try 
to do business with it. 

In a simple but ingenious 
method designed to avoid be- 
ing cheated by ever more so- 
phisticated crooks, America’s 


largest company has signed up 
to five computer databases nor- 
mally used by journalists. 

Managers across the world 
have been told they must cross- 
reference a potential business 
partner’s nam e with the 45' 
words to see whether they have 
featured together in newspaper 


articles on the databases. 

If they have - in conjunction 
with “indict”, “investigate", 
“crime”, “fraud” or “violent”, to 
name but a few of the words - 
then the company refuses to do 
business with them. 

“We call it the newspaper 
test and it has proved very sue- 
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cessful," said Jane Wfexton, the 
company’s director of global 
compliance. “This is not the only 
check we make, but it is a start. 

“If someone associated with 
a deal appears on the database 
with one of our chosen 45 
words, we see that as smoke, as 
a red fla g, and we investigate 
further. We ask whether we 
would like our company's nam e 
Enkedwith that person's on the 
front page of the Financial 
Times or the Watt Street Journal. 
If the answer is no, then we 
don’t get involved with them. 

Speaking at the Cambridge 
International Symposium On ! 


Crime, Ms Wextou said the 
company had saved itself from 
serious losses by using the news- 
paper test In one instance. 
General Electric backed away 
from an airport project in Ar- 
gentina after finding hundreds 
of articles on one of the senior 
figures on die Argentinian ride. 

“I find it astonishing that 
some companies run no 
checks,” added Ms Wexton, 
who spent six years in the New 
York County District Attor- 
ney’s office before joining Gen- 
eral Electric. T recently read 
that the fourth largest telecom 
company in the US entered info 


a deal with four men involving 
its retained-valoe phonecards. 

“The four men subsequent- 
ly took that company for $94m. 
But a simple checkon the data- 
bases we use - Lexus Nexus, Di- 
alogue Knight Rider. Reuters, 
Dow Jones and the BBC - 
would have shown them that all 
the men had well-publicised 
links with organised crime,” 

The symposium, which at- 
tracts lawyers, law enforcement 
officers and computer experts 
from around the world, has 
been examining ways to prevent 
the- Internet being used for 
criminal purposes and the huge 


jurisdictional problems that 
arise when it is. 

While some speakers have 
been saying the electronic su- 
perhighway is the perfect route 
for fraud and money launder- j£Lr.- 
ing, others believe that in- . 
temational co-operation among 
law enforcement agencies will 
stop the crooks. 

Bill Tbpman, ex-director of 
police studies at Exeter Uni- 
versity, said: “The police’s ca- 
pacity , to . use information 
technology and to co-operate 
across borders means that they 
can anticipate what the crooks 
will do next" 
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Michael Barrymore's letting 
the side down, and after 
such a splendid start: 
throwing his wedding band 
into the crowd at the 
White Swan to the 
anthemic strains of 
‘New York, New York'. 

I quote: ‘Start spreading 
the news, tell everyone 
I'm gay* 


Like skinning the proverbial cat, 
there’s more than one way to 
Come Out. Actually, there are 
(spoilt for choice) two ways. There’s 
the right way - the role model way 
- and there's the way we mustn’t 
mention. The wrong way, the way 
that, oh dear, reflects badly on the 
here-and-queer everywhere. The 
right way is, of course, the route 
Labour MP Angela Eagle recent- 
ly took: "Coming Out”, she hopes, 
means she will be under less strain 
and can now just concentrate on 
getting on with the job she loves. 
"Now I am at the stage where I 
need to get things sorted ..." 

Which shows not merely an ob- 
vious dignity, but also how easy it 
is to pour one's self unconscious- 
ly into a p re-approved grand nar- 
rative. Well, everyone's got one. 
Even heterosexuals. There’s the 
anointed substance and meaning of 
Marriage and Family, except Mar- 
riage and Family - concentrate, 
please - is a statement so all-per- 
vusive as not to appear even faint- 
ly ideological, while Coming Ont 
proves that the personal is not only 
(yawn) political but helplessly, 
hopelessly, propaganda, too. 

Which makes Coming Out the 
sugar-coated iceberg of public de- 
clarations. Nine-tenths of the an- 
nouncement lurk below the 
surface. And what rises above the 
water line might be said to pander 
to yet another form of prejudice, 
albeit avowedly liberal and awful- 
ly polite. 

Thus the new, improved Com- 
ing Out focuses on how support- 
ive our families have been and not 
on how Mom and Dad screamed 
not to darken (heir doorstep again. 
We wax lyrical about our invariably 
long-term partner - we’ve known 
them all of three days - and down- 
play the 1,001 relationships ruined 
through shame and secrecy. We 
prat on about our higher state of 
consciousness and neglect past er- 
ratic behaviour - possibly drunk- 
en hinges and perhaps even drugs: 
whatever steadied our raw nerves 
for that final big step. For casual 
nubility is the current keynote of 
Coming Out. Indeed, you’re being 
brave, but, no, you’re not being - 
radical. In fact, how does it go? It 
goes so: your sexuality is one of the 
least important aspects of who 
you are. 

Mustn't heap guilt: not on those 
straights who would call themselves 
sympathetic, or could be persuad- 


ed to be. Mustn't whine: that 
might seem weak. Most important: 


mustn't ever, ever appear a mad 
or angry mess. Wear your best 
make-up. 

In short, the act of Coming Out 
must present itself not as a phase 
you career through but as un- 
questioned destination, solution 
and de facto tale of success. 
Whether they like it or not, and no 
matter that Coming Out is an on- 
going and essentially private psy- 
chological process, Chris Smith, 
Stephen TWigg, Ben Bradshaw 
must be portrayed as somehow 
magically complete, as grinning pin- 
ups for mental health. And never 
mind that many individuals— whis- 
per it If you dare! - are perfectly 
content inside the closet. They may 
be at perfect peace with their own 
consciences but there are those 
lofty minds who think these deci- 
sions are far too important to be 
left in such selfish hands. Outrage I 
has The Cause and the tabloids 
have Circulation and each be- 
lieves, in its own hard, twinned 
heart, that bullying Rabbi Lionel 
Blue to spill his guts was no more 
than right and proper. We must be 
prepared to sacrifi<*-and the sac- 
rifices had best be prepared, also. 

Luckily Lionel Blue was pre- 
pared; a man who knew (most 
things) about Hims elf. And then 
there’s Michael Barrymore. 
Michael Barrymore weaving, stum- 
bling and staggering across the 
dance floor of my local gay disco 
three weeks ago. There the TV 
comic swayed, swigging a can of 
Stella, a sight too grabby in his 
dumsy cruising, sniffing from a bot- 
tle of poppers, a man barely aware 
of his surroundings, and, worse, a 
man barely aware that since the sa- 
cred rite of Coming Out he is no 
longer permitted to be the Judy 
Garland du jour. Every doubt is 
meant to have gone somewhere 
over the rainbow. Yet Michael 
will insist on flying back to the bail 
and chain - if only to leave her 
again - except, unfortunately, clos- 
ets with revolving doors aren’t an 
officially recognised design, par- 
ticularly when the door sticks. Be- 
sides. boo hoo, he's letting the side 
down, and after such a splendid 
stare Michad throwing his wedding 
band into the crowd at the White 
Swan to the anthemic strains of 
“New York, New York". I quote: 
“Start spreading the news, tell 
everyone I'm gay ..." 

A splendid start and a major 
hint that taking (the) Michael 
might be no minor task. But 
whether Coining Out or falling 
Apart, we’re primed to think that 
the performer's sexuality is the 
problem, and frankly, who knows 
if it is? Perhaps it’s his tortured 
childhood. Perhaps it’s poor scripts. 
Perhaps it’s those suits. Though try 
imparting these dull alternatives to 
the boys cutting a rug and cutting 
Barrymore dead on the dance 
floor three weeks ago: the con- 
temptuous pack instinctively back- 
ing off from what it presumes to be 
an injured animal, when all the 
poor sod might be doing is Com- 
ing Out at his own pace - and to 
his own rules. 

Could be that Barrymore isn’t 
a loser. Maybe he simply isn’t lin- 
ear, ready, steady ... huh, stop. 
Rewind Let’s have a retake. All the 
traumas that are meant to be re- 
solved in the shadows so that 
Coming Out can flaunt itself as a 
fait accompli, Barrymore has been 
obliged to deal with in the limelight. 
He’s merely enacting a celebrity 
version of what every homosexual 
goes through, but does this earn the 
man empathy or provoke scorn? 
Hazard an educated guess. The 
creed of Coming Out imagined it 
had got itself a poster boy and bri- 
dles at being saddled with The Pic- 
ture of Dorian Gray . Trust me -you 
can't have the one without the 
other, no matter in which order 
they appear. Thai’s life. But life, 
alas for Barrymore, and alas for us, 
is an ambiguity propaganda can’t 
allow. 
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My mother, her lovers, 
my sister, and me 



After Jessica Blake’s 
mother walked out on 
her husband, she had 
one lover after another. 
How did Jessica and her 
little sister cope with the 
new men In Mummy's 
life? Or more to the 
point, how did the 
admirers cope with two 
little girls and their 
secret sibling codes of 
behaviour? 


O 


My mother always had one on 
the go as far as I can remem- 
ber and last year she had three. 
I couldn't believe it— 57 and still 
raring to go. Now at least she 
is married again, so 1 guess we 
won't bear extraordinary tales 
for a while. 

Looking back, I wonder how 
we all coped. It seems strange 
that she was only 32 when she 
dumped my dad and took full 
responsibility for three young 
children. I think my elder broth' 
er buried himself in books: 
having been the man of the 
house from the age of eight, he 
wasn’t about to put up with any 
competition. My tittle sister 
and L on the other hand, had 
no means of escape. We were 
swept up in the rollercoaster 
ride of my mother’s various dra- 
mas. Every lover that came 
through the door was a poten- 
tial father-figure to us. I must 
have had at least lOdads before 
I hit my teens. 

Her lovers seemed to come 
in different shapes and sizes. 1 
didn't meet all of them, but her 
descriptions of the others were 
always so vivid that it didn’t re- 
alty matter. There was the short 
and rather stumpy doctor, who 
had a beard and drove a beige 
Ford Cortina. My mother used 
to say she felt her bottom was 
being dragged along the ground 


it was so Tow. 
Somehow I never 
pictured her going 
out with someone 
with furry dice swing- 
ing from the win- 
dow, but she (fid. 
I even re- 
member her 
conducting 

fVllC 

extraordinary ritual for him be- 
fore a date. She teased her nip- 
ples ^ with a tooth-brush to 
them more erect I was fasci- 
nated. At the age of nine I didn’t 
realty know what she was op to. 

Then there was Irish Jack, 
who I considered a real sweet- 
ie. He gave my younger sister 
and me £5 each as we left Eu- 
ston station in the sleeper 
bound for a school holiday in 
Scotland. My mother had only 
met him when be came to bor- 
row a corkscrew- at least that 
was her story. He seemed much 
younger than her, had Heath- 
cliff-type hair and wore jeans. 
I could see why she chose him. 
He had a twinkle in his eye and 
a roguish smile which both my 
sister and I fell for. 

I'm not sure what happened 
to him. but it seeined to stop 
after Scotland I remember my 
mother being particularly 
gloomy. I think she hatf'finalty 
found someone she thought 
we would accept. There is al- 
ways that extra element when 
mothers date which makes it 
much more difficult - how will 
my lover and loved ones get on? 
Looking back, she was right 
about us. Certainty my brother 
wasn't so elusive, and my sister 
and I had a bit of a crush. But 
he just can’t have wanted the 
burden of taking on so much, 
so young. 

My two other favourites 
were James and Nigel: James, 
because be bought us our first 
colour television and bought me 
one of those giant sets of art felt- 
tip pens; Nigel for taking us out 
to Italian restaurants and giv- 
ing us all flippers and snorkels 
when we went on our first hol- 
iday abroad when 1 was 11. 

Looking bads, it does appear 
that presents featured highly as 
a mark of acceptance. It can’t 
onty have been thal though; and 




unlike the time with Jack, ap- 
pearance had briefly ceased to 
matter. Perhaps that was when 
I realised looks weren’t all. 
They certainty haven’t been 
top of my list in my own some- 
what chequered dating game 

There were a few of her 
lovers I realty couldn’t bear, and 
I know I used to cause trouble. 
When they picked her up I 
would yell from the top of the 
stairs, desperate to. (frag her 
away from their dutches. Now 
I realise itwas plain jeakwty', but 
althetiirie Ifelt ptire venom: 

Neddy (he Greek was far too 
amorous, and looked to me like 
he was serious. My younger sis- 
ter adored him too, which made 
it even harden Gone was roy alty 
with whom to bitch and dis- 
suade. Perhaps he realty would 
become our new father. But he 
didn’t. 

Tristan was another. AD wiz- 
ened like a dessicated bird, 
and what looked like no penis 
to match. He wore bizarre 
knickerbockers on occasion, 
and we knew full well he dyed 
his hair. He was always over- 
affectionate and used to creep 
up to me and ray aster and plant 
a wet, squidgy kiss on dur 
cheeks. Now I realise he must 
have had a penchant far-young 
girls. He used to positively 
beam when we had friends for 
tea and rush around offering re- 
freshments. To this day. he still 
makes my skin crawl as I re- 
member how he ogled over 


holiday snaps of my sister. 
Thank God be was despatched 
quickly. 

The muffin man was differ- 
eol though. At least we thought 
he was. Before we had even met 
him we fantasised about him 
being our next father. He was 
shrouded in mystery. Large 
boxes of Belgian chocolates 
began to appear in the fridge, 
and strange foods from Marks 
& Spencer. My sister and I were 
only used to the staples from 
Salisbury's,: so we thought hie 
must be exotic. He would send 
postcards signed “the muffin 
man" and bouquets signed “S 
from M”. We quizzed my moth- 
er relentlessly, but she would 
never give in. 

Finally, after much wingeing 
and whining, we met him. Our 
illusions were shattered for 
ever. It wasn't that he wasn’t 
kind or charming, asking us 
about school and our friends. It 
was more his appearance that 
let us down. Over the weeks and 
months we had built him up to 
be some sort of cross between 
Starsky and Roger Moore, two 
of our favourites of the moment 
As he opened the door to his 
house we couldn’t believe our 
eyes. Both ray sister and I bad. 
pitched our view at least seven 
feet up, but had to adjust im- - 
m ediately to about five foot 
four. He was wincey, grey- 
hflired and strangely tanned. We 

ate cakes in bis garden while chit 
mother looked anxious. She 


knew our views before even ask-' 
ing. Another one bites the dust! 

At least he didn't have chil- 
dren. These lovers were the 
worse. Tbp of the bill was 
Archie.' AO hair and teeth, as far 
as lean remember, and a weird 

mrefy skin condition that mark 

us gag. He had two daughters 
who lived with their mother in 
Dodring. They looked awful and' 
spoke as if they had been put 
throu gh a mangle . 

My sister and 1 looked at 
each other. The secret sibling’ 
code had kicked in. How could 
she, we both thought - and 
Dorking, T ask you. We crossed; 
every appendage and begged 
the Lord that we would never 
see them again. Thankfully, He 
answered our prayers and 
Archie hit the high jump. - 

My mother never let any of 
these men stay the night, l v ■ 
sometimes wondered where' 
she did it. She just used to go 
out a lot. Once she came back' 
early. It can't have been a sue-’ 
cess. I was thrilled. I actually saw 
her before I went to bed and 
wasn’t packed off by a babysit- 
ter who couldn’t wait to' have 
some peace. On reflection, 1 
don’t thmk sbe can have been 
that happy with the staying-out 
arrangetnedL The day after the 
night before, she would always 
seem a tittle crabby and mum- 
ble expletives under her breath 
about the trouble with men, the 
cat and having children. 

I always wondered what pos- 
sessed my mother and where 
she found this odd assortment 
She did have a drama school 
background, looked groovy and 
liked to flirt But most of all she 
liked to be attached. 

I think her own father's ab-: 
sence must have played a part/ 
Mine certainty has: history i 
seem to be repeating itself as ; 
move from one relationship ttij ’ 
another in search of a perma-j " 
uent father-figure. s '. 

The irony of all this is thaij 
now that 1 am the same age-asi 
she was then, 1 wouldn’t dream; 
of putting my love life on bold/ 
even knowing the effects asi 
well as I do. “They fuck you up* 
your mum and dad.” according 
to Philip Larkin. I sometimes 
think we were far worse. - : 




Come off it Nicola, who are you trying to kid? 


Until her sacking hit the 
headlines earlier this 
year, nobody knew much 
about Nicola Horllck - 
then suddenly everybody 
wanted to know more. 
What was she really like 
- and what did it all 
mean? Now that extracts 
of her book have been 
published, it’s perfectly 
clear - to everyone 
except Nicola herself, - 
that is. By Ann Treneman. 


Here was a City high-flier who 
wasn't afraid to fight bade when 
Morgan Grenfell fired her 
earlier this year. Here was a 
mother of five who still man- 
aged to get the lipstick on 
straight Nicola Horiick was 
gutsy, she was savvy, she was 
Superwoman. 

So she should have been our 
hero. But somehow she wasn’t 
“Your all just jealous." a (male) 
colleague said. Perhaps. After 
all Nicola madeafortnnewhfle 
the rest of us were probably not 
earning even as much as the 
man at the next desk. Her chil- 
dren were not onty well-be- 
haved, but they had matching 


outfits. She had the perfect 
nanny, a presentable husband, 
a desirable address. 

But the uneasiness would not 
go away, and each time her 
name came up the qu easiness 
returned. There was something 
strange about this woman who 
enjoyed giving us pearls of wis- 
dom as much as she Gked wear- 
ing the tilings around her neck. 
Her entire life seemed to be out 
of some Eighties time warp. She 
loved to juggle her life. She 
loved making Iis& life was fran- 
tic but fuU. Something was 
wrong, though it wasn’t easy to 
say what 

Now we know, thanks to an 
interview in The Daily Tele- 
graph and its serialsation of her 
new book (yes. Nicola writes, 
too) called Can You Have Ii All? 
I don't know why she bothered 
to make it a question, ance she 
dearly knows the answer. “I am 
a planner. I have an electronic 
diary and ray Economist diary 
because I have to think months 
ahead," she said. This attitude 
extends to the conception of her 
children, all of whom were 
bom at the end of the year so 
that her maternity leave could 
indude the Christmas holidays. 
“I am just veiy lucky. I have a 
perfect 2S-daycyde. I know pre- 
cisety when I am ovulating.” 



It is no surprise to discover 
that Nicola was hyperactive as 
a child and still onty sleeps six 
hours a night. She feels unwell 
if she has a lie-in. She is an over- 
achiever in almost every way. 
She likes her kitchen shiny, her 
children well-scrubbed, her hus- 
band in the background. *Tm 
very traditional I think g 
woman is responsible for think- 
ing about everything- the chil- 
' dren, the loo paper,” she says. 
She may be a demon, bat she 
can also be demnre about it. 

None of this is what is wrong 
with Nicola, however. So what 
If she Is a control freak? Most 
chromcover-achieveis are. The 
thing that is wrong here is that 
she is in absolute denial about 
what it means to be a working 
mother. She believes — and is 
not shy of saying so — that she 


wo old give up work if she felt 
that her children were suffering 
in any way. This from a woman 
who gave a successful presen- 
tation for. a $750m account 
while her leukaemia-stricken 
daughter, Georgie, lay in hos- 
pital on the critical list. “Her boss 
was away, she says, and she sim- 
ply had to <k> iL 

Evidently Nicola talks a 
great deal about the importance 
of the maternal instinct and 
poin ts out that her husband and 
her children bade her 100 per 
cent. “If I felt my cbfldren were 
suffering in any way, of course 
I would give up," she says. 
"Not least because if Geoigie 
died I might well feel guilty for 
sot having seen enough of her. 
I told Georgie, ‘Don’t worry. 
Mummy will give up work,’ 
and she said, ’Don’i you'll be 
bored.’ But rv&never felt guilty. 
I realty haven’t" 

I haven't heard this kind of 
thing for years. It used to be 
quite the thing to offer up such 
justifications for working out- 
side the home. I know because 
I have interviewed scores of 
working mothers on the subje c t. 
Everyone's husband and chfl- 
dren were 100 per cent behind 
them. There was a lot of talk 
about giving quality, not quan- 
tity time, to their children. “I'm 


realty working for the sake of my 
family, ” said women who, 
seemed to me to be working forj 
the sake of their sanity. "My 
children will always come first . 
and they know that” i 

Gradually we started ad- 
mitting that ' things might be a! 
tittle more complicated. We; 
gave up the idea that you can 
cram a whole day of parenting 
into an hour in the morning and 
an hour at night and not suffer 
any consequences. We admitted 
that some of us were working 
for ourselves, not our famili es. 
In our hearts we now know that 
we cannot have it all. As I 
write this, my children are at 
home missing me. They want 
me to be there and I am not 
there for them. That is the re- 
ality of being a working moth* 
er and that is the reality that 
Nicola Horiick never acknowl- 
edges. 

This lack of awareness 
means wc have little to learn 
from her. Her views may be in- 
teresting in a freakish sort of 
way, but there is nothing of the 
role model in them. The chal- 
lenge of the Nineties is to find 
new ways to balance work and 
home for both men and women* 
That’s the future and Super- 
woman doesn't live there any 
more. 
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Red Skelton 


Richard Bennett (Red) 
Skelton, actor and comedian; 
bom Vincennes, Indiana 18 
July 1910; married I93t Edna 
StHlwell (marriage dissolved • 
1943), 1945 Georgia 
Maureen Davis (deceased; 
one daughter, and one son 

deceased; marriage dissolved 

1972), 1973 Lothian To! and; 
died Rancho Mirage, 
California 17 September 1997. 


A red-haired, rubber-faced 
comedian who was one of 
MOM’S lop sare in ihe Forties, 
Red Skelton excelled in zany, 
bubble-headed characterisa- 
tions and such sketches as his 
famous “Guzzler's Gin" rou- 
tine, in which, while doing a 
commercial for the potent 
product, he became hilarious- 
ly drunker. Often compared to 
Busier Keaton - be remade sev- 
eral Keaton films, and Keaton 
was a gagman for him at MGM 
- he is less warmly remembered 
today, and his champions 
j profess that his greatest work 
was on American radio and 
television. 

Born Richard Bennett Skel- 
ton in 1910 in Vincennes, In- 
diana, he was singing for money 
in the street at the age of sev- 
en. His father, a circus clown, 
died when he was two months 
old, and his mother worked as 
a charlady (Red was Lhe 
youngest of her four sons). 
The poverty-stricken family 
lived in an attic, and Skelton left 
school at the age of 10 to join 
a medicine show, spending the 
rest of his youth entertaining 
wherever he could find an au- 
dience - showboats, minstrel 
shows, circuses, burlesque the- 
atres. He graduated from bur- 
lesque to the more respectable 
music-halls when he formed a 
double act with a former ush- 
er, Edna Stillwell ( they married 
in 1931). 

It was a long apprenticeship, 
but eventually, on the strength 
of a doughnut-dunking routine 
he developed, he was given a 
spot in the Paramount Theatre, 
New York, in 1937 which led to 
his radio debut on. the Rudy 
Valiee show. Listeners loved his 
act, and a year later he had be- 
comc popular enough to be giv- 
en lhe job of MC for the launch 
of President Roosevelt's in- 
fantile paralysis campaign in 
\tashington. 

He made his film d£but in 
I93S (as Richard Skelton) in the 


RKO film Having Wonderful 
Time, performing his doughnut- 
dunking routine as part of his 
role as a summer-camp enter- 
tainer, and followed this with 
appearances in some Vita- 
phone shorts. MGM signed 
him to a contract in 1941, and 
after frying him out in sup- 
porting roles, notably as a well- 
meaning but slow-witted 
orderly in two Dr Kildare films, 
gave him the leading role of the 
Fox, a radio detective who 
finds himself involved in a 
real-life adventure, in Whistling 
in the Dark (1941). The slapstick 
comedy-thriller was a hit, and 
MGM starred Skelton in two 
sequels, Whistling in Dixie 
(1942) and Whistling in Brook- 
lyn ( 1943) - all three had Ann 
Rutherford as bis leading lady. 

The film version of Cole 
Porter's Broadway hit Panama 
Hattie (1943) demonstrated the 
studio’s regard for their new 
comedy star -in the second part 
of the film its musical aspects 
are forgotten for the extended 
haunted-house antics of Skel- 
ton and his cohorts Rags 
Ragland and Ben Blue. Skelton 
was then given the plum role of 
a cloakroom attendant who 
dreams he is King Louis to Lu- 
cille Ball's Dufiany in a lavish 
Technicolor musical, DuBany 
was a Lady (1943), another 
much-bowcflerised Cole Pbrter 
show. Gene Kelly was the ro- 
mantic lead, but the film was 
dominated by Skelton (in a 
role created by Bert Lahr on 
Broadway) and Ball. 

Co-starred with Eleanor 
Powell in I Dood It (1943, a 
loose remake of Keaton's Spile 
Marriage ), Skelton had a par- 
ticularly fimny scene in which 
he tries to deal with a drugged, 
completely comatose and 
seemingly rubber-limbed Pow- 
ell. This was one of many ideas 
which had earlier been used in 
films of Bustef Keaton and 
which the great silent star, then 
working as a gagman at MGM, 
reworked for Skelton. Though 
the two men's styles were totally 
dissimilar, Keaton later stated 
that he loved working with 
Skelton, and the two became 
good friends. 

In the all-star Thousands 
Cheer (1943), Skelton did a 
guest spot competing with the 
child star Margaret O’Brien to 
eat the most ice-cream. Bathing 
Beauty (1944) was the first film 
to star the swimming champi- 
on Esther Williams, who later 


generously acknowledged Skel- 
ton’s popularity; “I was lucky to 
have Red in my first big movie, 
because he was such a box- 
office draw." An enormous 
success, the film featured a 
classic Skelton routine (de- 
vised by Keaton) in which, hav- 
ing enrolled in a girls’ school to 
be near his wife, he is forced to 
take ballet lessons (complete 
with tutu) and makes increas- 
ingly desperate efforts to free 
himself of a persistently adhe- 
sive chocolate wrapper while 
dancing. 

Skelton was now at the peak 
of his film career, and his show 
Red Skelton's Scrapbook of 
Satire had been judged the 
third most popular programme 
on radio (the fiist two being The 
Bob Hope Show and Fibber 
McGee and MoUy). In Ziegfdd 
Follies (1946), Skelton put on 
film his “Guzzler’s Gin” routine 
(retitled “When Tfelevision 
Comes”). Shot in just one day 
and directed by George Sidney, 
the sketch had originally been 
written by Edna for Skelton’s 
first radio show, and had also 
been used for Skelton’s MGM 
screen test (shot by Sidney). It 
remains a potent piece of 
perfectly honed downing. - 

Then Skelton tried for 
pathos as the braggart hero of 
The Show-Off (1946), based 
on George BkUy’s play, but au- 
diences were not happy with his 
low-key characterisation, and 
his portrayal of a simple- 
minded movie fan in a screen 
version of the George S. Kauf- 
man/Marc Connelly pixy Mer- 
ton of the Movies (1947) also 
met with a tepid response, so 
it was back to slapstick with 
The Fuller ' Brush Man (1948) 
as a door-to-door salesman 
involved in murder. . 

This was made while he 
was on loan to Columbia as 
MGM tried to find suitable 
scripts. Keaton allegedly asked 
Louis B. Mayer to let him 
work with Skelton as an inde- 
pendent unit within the com- 
pany, using his own stories, 
gags, production and directing, 
even offering not to take a 
salary untfl the films had 
proved their box-office worth, 
but Mayer refused to give 
Keaton such authority. 

Skelton’s next film, A 
Southern Yankee (1948), was, 
though, an unofficial remake of 
Keaton’s classic The General, 
while one of its highlights is the 
recreation of a gag from 


Keaton’s Jail Bait in which 
Skelton, passing between lines 
of both Confederate and Union 
armies, wears a uniform with 
one side bine and the other grey 
-both sides stop shooliog when 
they see their own uniform. 

In Neptune’s Daughter 
(1949) Skelton was one of the 
quartet of stars (with Esther 
Williams, Betty Garrett and 
Ricardo Montalban) who 
introduced Frank Loesser's 
Oscar-winning song “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside”. Skelton’s role 
as an inventor in The YeHon' Cab 
Man (1950) allowed Keaton to 
rework gags from his shorts One 
Week and The Electric House 
and resulted in one of Skelton’s 
funniest comedies, while Three 
Little Words (1950), in which 
Fred Astaire and Skelton 
played two songwriters, Bert 
Kalmar and Harry Ruby, gave 
him a comparatively straight 
role as baseball-loving Ruby. 

Watch die Birdie (1950) was 
a remake of Keaton's own first 
film for MGM, 77te Camera- 
man , but the studio were now 
investing less money in Skelton 
vehicles. Excuse My Dust 
(1951), a pleasant period piece 
with songs by Arthur Schwartz 
and Johnny Mercer, cast Skel- 
ton as a pioneer of the auto- 
mobile and was Keaton’s last 
gagman assignment at MGM, 
after winch Skelton was part of 
a starry cast in the director 
Meryyn LeRoy’s underrated 
remake of Roberta entitled 
Lovely to LookAi (1951). Skel- 
ton’s routine of a befuddled 
tenor with diction problems 
(“My dentist said I had won- 
derful teeth, great choppers - 
but my gums have to come 
out") is among the film’s 
highlights. 

Skelton’s last MGM film 
was The Clown (1953), a re- 
make of the sentimental war- 
borse The Champ, and another 
misguided attempt at pathos. 
The same year Skelton’s own 
show started on CBS Television 
and was an enormous success. 
It ran for nearly 20 years, dur- 
ing which time he created char- 
acters who became familiar to 
American audiences, such as 
the country bumpkin Clem 
Kaddidlehopper, the boxer 
Cauliflower McPugg, Sheriff 
Deadeye, scourge of the West, 
Freddie the Freeloader (a 
tramp who never spoke) and 
the Mean Widdle Kid, who 
used the catchphrase “I dood 
it". Skelton described them as 



Skelton: *| just want to be known as a clown* Photograph: Kobal Collection 


“characters who remind the au- 
dience of someone they know." 

Though he and Edna were 
divorced in 1943 (she later 
married the director Frank 
Borzage), she' remained his 
business manager. In 1945 he 
married, the model Georgia 
Maureen Davis. They had two 
children but. the younger 
Richard died of leukaemia just 
before his 10th birthday in 
1958 and the grief-stricken 
Skelton embarked on a stren- 
uous work schedule as therapy. 


In 1972 Red and Georgia 
divorced and the following 
year he married Lothian 
Toiand, daughter of the cine- 
matographer Gregg Tbland. 

Skelton made his final 
screen appearance in 1965 with 
a cameo in Those Magnificent 
Men in Their Flying Machines, 
as a Neanderthal man trying to 
be a flying bird- it was one of 
the film's comedy highlights. 
Though wealthy, he continued 
to make occasional night-dub 
and television appearances, 


and had a lucrative sideline as 
a painter of downs. “I don't 
want to be called ‘the greatest'," 
Skelton once said. “1 just want 
to be known as a clown because 
to me that's the height of my 
profession It means you can do 
everything - sing, dance and, 
above all, make people laugh." 

In 1990, aged 80, he gave a 
farewell performance at Car- 
negie Hall, his billing describ- 
ing him simply as “One of 
America's Clowns”. 

- Tom VaHance 



Cecile Dolmetsch 


Cecfle Dolmetsch, musician: 
bom Dorking, Surrey 72 
March 1904; married 1925 
Leslie Ward (died 1989; 
one son, two daughters); 
died Hasle mere, Surrey 8 
August 1997. 


C6cDe Dolmetsch was the el- 
dest and last surviving of 
Arnold Dolmetsch’s four Chil- 
dren by his third wife, Mabel; 
Her younger brother, Carl, 
died less than a month before 
her. C6cfle ami hex siblings were 
taught in infancy to play the var- 
ious period instruments in the 
Dolmetsch collection and 
joined in the family consort 
when quite small children. 
None of them could recall a life 
without music. 

GScfle was the only member 
of the family who could sing, 
and in her younger days her 
small but sweet voice was heard 
at many Haslemere Festivals. 
However, her main contribution 


to the field of early music was 
through her researching and re- 
suscitation of the rare pardessus 
de viole and its literature. 

She was born in 1904 in 
Doriting. Surrey, just before the 
family undertook ao American 
tour and was left with a friend 
for the duration. Whilst in the 
United Stales Arnold accepted 
an offer from the piano- 
makers Chick erings of Boston 
to open a department for mak- 
ing early musical instruments. 
When he returned to England 
to settle the family’s affairs in 
July 1904, he took his baby 
daughter back with him, sailing 
on the Minnehaha. They were 
accompanied by a nurse for Ce- 
cile and the two and a half fares 
cost £40. 

When the trade recession of 
1910 began io cripple manu- 
facture in the US, Dolmetsch 
decided to leave. The following 
year he settled with his family 
at Foatenay-sous-Bois in 
France, having found a position 


with Gaveau in Paris to make 
harpsichords. 

C6cile always regarded 
those three childhood years in 
France as being a happy time. 
But Dohneisch and Gaveau did 
not always see eye to eye and 
in 191 4 the family was again on 
the move. This time they re- 
turned to London on the eve of 
the Great War, which must 
have been a daunting experi- 
ence for the children who had 
already lived on two continents. 

In 1917, when the air-raids 
became unbearable, the Dot- 
metschs moved from their 
house in Tanza Road, Hamp- 
stead, to settle in Haslemere in 
Surrey and the family has re- 
mained in the same house ever 
since. It was from here that 
Arnold Dolmetsch launched 
the first Haslemere Festival in 
1925. 

That same year GScfle mar- 
ried Leslie C. Wird, one of the 
craftsmen from her father's 
workshop; he was also a musi- 


cian who played the violone in 
the Festival and in addition, an 
expert recording engineer, a 
skill which came in very useful 
when he organised a series of 
LPs recording the perfor- 
mances of his wife and her 
fellow musicians. 

GScfle Dolmetsch will be re- 
membered principally for her 
researches into the paniessus de 
\iole, a descant instrument with 
a very high range developed in 
18th-century France, where it 
was very popular with amateur 
musicians. She worked tire- 
lessly to unearth manuscripts 
and publications in French li- 
braries and gradually managed 
to build up a repertoire for this 
little-known member of the 
viol family. She found solo mu- 
sic by Thomas Marc, Jean Bar- 
rifrre. Caix d’Hervclois and 
others, and for many years she 
was the only person to perform 
in public on this instrument. 

Together with other artists 
she gave annual concerts in 


London, at first at the Ctaenil 
Galleries and later at the 
Great Drawing Room of the 
Arts Council in Si James's 
Square where the 18th-century 
acoustics were perfect for such 
performances. She also played 
every year at the Haslemere 
Festival, her last appearance be- 
ing at the 66th in 1990 when she 
used her beautiful Guersan in- 
strument dated 1761. 

When her sister Nathalie 
died in 1989, she succeeded her 
as president of the Viol3 da 
Gamba Society, which they 
had jointly founded in 1948. 

Cecile Dolmetsch was 
teaching right up to her death, j 
She was an inveterate trav- 
eller and at the age of 92 took 
herself on a package tour of the 
Italian lakes: only a year or so 
earlier she bad been doing 
some researches in north 
Africa. She was optimistic by 
nature and possessed consid- 
erable charm of personality. 

- Margaret Campbell 
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Tk ffcvJ.S- Whale. 
lendwr. in Edinburgh on \ 7 
:r. aged MW mwtowI by n» 
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Birthdays 

Miss Kale Adie, television journal- 
ist 52: Mr John Borneo ME52; Mrs 
Judith Church MP, 44; Sir Timothy 
Cohnan, Lord- Lieutenant of Norfolk, 
6S; Captain Ronald Cunninghan)- 
Jardine. Lord- Lieutenant. Dumfries 
and Galloway- 66; Mr Jrtstin Dukes, 

chairman. European Cbmmtmca- 
: dons Industries Consortium, 56: Mr 
\ Michael Hphfcfc, actor, SI; Captain 
’ Jim Fax, pentathlon winner, 56; 
Miss Sidonie Goossens, harpist, 97: 
The Right Rev Hugh Gough, former 
Archbishop Of Sydney, 92: Mr 
Richard Gray, Director, Manchester 
City An Galleries, 46; Mr David Har- 
ris. chairman and chief executive. 
Nestle UK. 53: Miss Rosemary Har- 
ris. actress. 67; Mr Simon Hemaas. 
Hwh Commissioner to Kenya, 57; Mr 
Jeremy lions, actor. 49, Mr Bran 
Jenkins MP. 55Mr David McCaDum, 
actor, 64: Sir Robert McCrindle, for- 
mer MP, 6$ Mr lan li- 

brarian, National Lttwuy of Scotland. 
52: The Very Rev Dr J. Frazer 
McLuskey, former Moderator of 
Ibe Church of Scotland. 83: ; Mr 
Charles Martin, Hcadmastcr.Bra- 
tol Grammar School, 58: Mr Anflm 
Mitchell MP 63; Sir Stephen 


Mitchell, High Court judge, 56; Mrs 
Penelope Mortimer, novelist, 79; 
Mr Pete Murray, broadcaster, 69; Sir 

Robert Neteco. High Court judge, 55; 
Mr Derek Nhomo, actor, 65: Dr 
Harold Pienderleith, antiquarian 
and scientist. 99; Miss Zandra 
Rhodes, fashion designer. 57; Dr 
George Richardson, former Warden, 
Keble College, Oxford, 73; The 
Duke of Richmond and Gordon, 
Chancellor, Sussex University and 
former Lord-Lieuienam of West 
Sussex, 68; Professor Sir Geoffrey 
Slaney. former President, Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, 75; TWiggy (Miss 
Lesley Horn by j, model, actress and 
singer, 46; Professor Christopher 
White. Director, Ashmolean Muse- 
um. Oxford, 67; Sir Leonard 
Wffltams. former Director-General, 
Energy, European Communities, 78; 
MrftidlVifli3ins,a7rnposeran£J]yri- 
cist, 57; Dr Arthur Wills, composer 
and organist, 71; Judge Harold Wil- 
son, circuit judge, 66. 

Anniversaries 

Birth*: Antoninus Ru?, Roman em- 
peror, Bfr, Robert Sanderson, Bfcl> 
op of Lincoln, writer, 1587; Henn 
i A* fma. violinist, conduc- 


tor and composer, 1705; The Rev 
William Kirby, entomologist, 1759; 
Henry Peter Brougham, first Baron 
Brougham anH Vans, Lord Chan- 
cellor. 1778; Vden tin Bender, clar- 
inettist and composer, 1802; WUtam 
Dyce, painter, 1806: Gauge Cadbury, 
chocolate manufacturer and soda/ re- 
former, 1839; William Hesketh 
Lever, first Viscount Lerertrubne, 
soap manufacturer and philan- 
thropist, 1851; Arthur Rack ham, fl- 
histnuor, 1867; Giuseppe Sara gal, 
president of Italy, IS9& Ricardo 
CQrtez (Jacob Krantz), actor and di- 
rector. 1899; William Gordon (Bil- 
ly) Reid, popular composer, 1902; 
Gu&taf Allan Petierssen, composer, 
1911; Sir William Gerald Golding, 
novelist and Nobel prizewinner, 
191 L Deaths: Meyer Amscbel Roth- 
cehjld, banter, 1812; Giovanni Bal- 
listB Donati. astronomer, 1873; 
James Abram Garfield, 20th US 
President, after being shot 288]; 
Thomas John Barnaxtio, physician 
and philanthropist, 1905; Pauline 
Frederick (Beatrice Pauline JLibbey). 
stage and fibn actress. 1938; Raimu 
(Jules Muraire). actor, 1946; Stella 
Maria Sarah Miles Franklin (Brent 
of Bin Bin), novelist, 1954; Sir David 
Alexander Cecil Low, cartoonist. 



1963; Chester Floyd Carbon, inven- 
tor of xerographic copying system. 
1968; Roy KSnnear, actor and co- 
median, 1988, On this day: led Ed- 
ward, tire Black Prince, the English 
defeated the French at the Battle of 
Poitiers, 1356; Auckland. New 
Zealand, was founded, 184ft Melville 
Reuben BisselL inventor, patented 
the. first carpel-sweeper, 1876; the 
Germans took Kiev, 1941; William 
Joyce, known as “Lord Haw-Haw", 
was sentenced to he hanged, after a 
trial at the Old Bailey, 1945; St 
Christopher and Nevis became in- 
dependent, 1983. Today is the ftasi 
Day of St Emily de Rodau St Goer- 
icus or Abbe, St Januaries of Ben- 
evrento, St Mary or Cerevelloo, St 
Retells and his Companions, St Se- 
cjuanus or Seine. St Susanna of 
Deuihcropolis and St Theodore of 
Canterbury. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Humphrey Wine, 
“ISrh-Ceanjiy France; Chardin’s 
children’. 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Beth 
MeKJltop, “Porcelain in China and 
Korea", 130pm- 


Dinners 

Company of Tobacco Pipe Matters 
and Tobacco Blenders 
The Lord Mayor of London. Alder- 
man Sir Roger Cork, accompanied 
by the Sheriffs and their Ladies and 
the City Marshal, were present at a 
Ladies Dinner given by the Tobacco 
Pipe Makers and Tobacco Blenders 
at Goldsmiths’ Hall Foster Lane, 
London EC2, yesterday. The Master, 
Mr Richard X^nderpurap. presided. 
The Lord Mayor, Sir Barry Sheen 
and the Senior Warden, Mr Simon 
Orlik, also spoke. 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
Scotland: 

ORDINATION AND INDUCTION 
The Rev WjJlimu McCaDocb. 10 S 1 Andrew's. 
Kirriemuir, with Oa Uslmr Umoadax. 

The Rev Thomas Brwm. in Lflchridc. £un> 
fries. 

The Rev Eluahcih M.D. Ruhertsun, to 
LsdjwcH BaimmAbum. 

The Rev Gordon Hciu^ to Boyndlc with Or- 
dHjnhfll and CombDL 

ORDINATION 

Tbc Rc? June as Airahary MmeJcr 

to Si Mart's. Stirling 


INDUCTION 

The Rev John M. StueUs. w Qmudkht with 

Lauder Old 

INTRODUCTION 

The Rev FWct Kcfluin. as Associate Minis- 
ter 10 Si Cuibten'v E din burgh. 
TRANSLATIONS 

The Rev Irene Bnsinw. frtun Si Andrv%v\ Dum- 
tnnoa to Si Thomas" CiaIk*K^tc. Olosgrm . 
The Rev Frida Marshall, [mm Kink Ea- 
GtcsCeid with MiddlcMi: wiih Wneihtti 10 
Coknoav and Ot.insjy with Kilhrandua and 
Kilctunan. 

TIN Rev Brian Hcwbv. from Wilton. Haw- 
ick whh Tevioihcad lo Hainsford. Falkirk. 
DEMISSIONS 

The Rev Philippa M. B Oil. [nun Jcnnakm. 
The Rev Robin McAlpme. fmm Thniiy. 
Duru ocher. 

The Rev Irene Chariton, from Auehaherwiit] 
Audiicrlcss ui Wluilsay and Stone*. 

The Rev Mattson C- Merchant, from Itmerkip. 
The Rev Andrew Grave*, fctim Glaum. 
[RVcmrity and Kjnncules. 

RETIREMENTS 

The Rev George Prenliee. Emm Martyn’, 
Pardcy. 

The Rev Jama Btofck, from Si Andrew* Wd- 
Lttr Gusto. BenridLAW-T«ed and Lmrick. 
The Rev Rnten Symington, Cnmeminiiy 
Minster at Lorn and MuU, 

The Rev Stewart Jeffrey, tram Banff with King 
Edward. 

The Rev W Siewan WlSon. from Kirkcud- 
bright. 

The Rci A- McLaren Srauh. Imm Cumbrae. 
The Rev Lawwn Brown, from Came ron whh 
Sr La flanfv Si Andrews. 

The Re* James F. Swu, uwn Dwm. Ataidccn. 
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Judith 

Merril 


Josephine JufieC Grossman 
(Judith Merril), science 
fiction writer: bom New 
York 22 January 1923; 
married 1940 Daniel Zfcsman 
(one daughter; marriage 
dissolved 1947), 1949 Frederilr 
Pohl (one daughter; marriage 
dissolved 1953), I960 Daniel 
Sugue (marriage dissolved 
1975); died Toronto 12 
September (997. 


1 Judith Merril was one of those 
} rare writere whose influence far 
{ outstripped her own written 
\ work. 

Bom Josephine Juliet Gross- 
i man, she took the name Mer- 
! ril after her first divorce, before 
her four-year marriage to the 
veteran science fiction writer 
Frederik Pbhl in 1949. Her 
first story, “That Only a Moth- 
er", published in Astounding 
Science Fiction in 194S and 
still anihologised loday, set the 
tone for her fiction, exploring 
Ihe powerful love of a mother 
for her radiatran-deforrned baby. 

Her first and best novel was 
published a year later; Shadow 
on the Hearth was unusual for 
its time in telling its story from 
the viewpoint of an innocent by- 
stander- a housewife who bas 
IO draw on her own psycho- 
logical resources to protea her 
children and herself in the face 
of a nuclear attack on New 
York, and the unwelome 
advances of a male neighbour. 

A later novel. The Tomorrow 
People (1960). a psychological 
mystery, is generally thought 
less emotionally powerful than 
her earlier work. She also co- 
wrote two novels with Cyril 
Kombluth in 1952. under the 
name Cyril Judd. The three 
space-travel novellas in Daugh- 
ters of Earth (1968), written in 
the mid-1950s, deal in different 
ways with the relationship be- 
tween mothers and daughters. 
Merril was one of lhe few fe- 
male science fiction writers in 
the 1950s and, in dealing with 
women’s issues in a woman's 
voice, she was the forerunner 
of later feminist writers. 

Meml's main significance to 
science fiction ties in her work 
as a critic for the Magtane of 
Fantasy & Science Fiction, and 
most of all as an anthologist; she 
edited around 20 anthologies, . 
including 12 volumes of a high- 
ly regarded annual “Best of” se- 
ries in the 1950s and 1960s. She - 
was the most active American 
proponent of the “New Wave” 
of British science fiction of 
the 1960s, as exemplified in 
Michael Moorcock’s ground- 
breaking Aen 1 Worlds magazine; 
through this encouragement, 
and her own anthologies, she 
was responsible for launching 
the careers of many young ex- 
perimental writers. She also 
campaigned for science fiction 
to be renamed, more accurate- 
ly, speculative fiction, so em- 
phasising the stories of social 
(rather than scientific) extrap- 
olation which she preferred. 

Merril moved from her na- 
tive United States to Canada in 
1968. Her donation of her own 
huge SF library formed the ba- 
| sis of what is now the Merril 
Collection of Science Fiction, 
Speculation and Fantasy at 
Toronto Public Library, one 
of the largest such research 
collections in the world. 

- David V. Barrett 


Jan Syse. politician, died Oslo 
16 September, aged 66. Prime 
minister of Norway 1989-90, 
and a “fanatical moderate”. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tbt Dnfae oMbrk auewfc the Maharaja 
Daleep Singh Onicnajy Trust Dinner 
at Wentworth Golf a ah, Surrey. The 
Princess Royal visits Harwood House 
loses on exhibition marking lire cen- 
lenary of lhe birth of Princess Mary, lhe 
Princess Royal, at Moor House, Hare- 
wood Estate, Leeds, West Yorkshire; 
and visits Timcrorm House in its 5tXh 
anniversary year, Halifax. West York* 
shire.The Duke of Knuadetidv a con- 
cert by ibe Prussia Cow Group. Prussia 
Cove, Penzance, Cornwall. 

- Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Ri:g- 
hneni mounts tbc Queen's Life Guard 
at Horse Guards, 1 lam. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning- lire following. Sabbath 
hegins in London at 6.52pm- 
linilrd Synagogues: flfMti 89 89. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues: 9181-202 2263. 
Union of Liberal and Progress)!* Syna- 
gogues 0171-580 1663- Reform Syna- 
gogues af Great Britain; 0181-349 473 L 
Spanish and Portuguese Jens Coogrega- 
Uwc 0171-289 2573. New London Syiw. 
gogue (Maaortil: 0171-328 1024. 
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Auntie seems to have forgotten her public duties 
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No one has ever explained to the British 
people, who pay for the BBC why they 
need a 24-hour news service which pro- 
vides all BBC news programmes. This is 
a Mure of management as well as of vi- 
sion. Perhaps there is a case for a ho- 
mogenous news operation, absorbing all 
the BBCs news journalists in a single 
aight-and-day sub-empire, all on a single 
rota and under centralised control. Per- 
haps. But if there is a case for it, it has not 
been made. Neither to the BBC's staff, 
who admittedly have a vested interest in 
keeping things as they are, nor, more im- 
portantly, to the public. John Birt, the BBC 
director-general, once famously wrote of 
the mission to explain. It has turned out 
to be a more difficult crusade than he could 
ever have imagined. His great drive to 
transform BBC journalism, launched 10 
years ago, was like the building of the Tow- 
er of Babel. It was an ambitious and in- 
spiring vision, of a BBC that confidently 
seized its chance, as a public service 


broa d caster, to engage in a new kind of 
reporting. It would treat issues in greater 
depth, as part of a story about people's lives 
that made sense, rather than as an episod- 
ic series of sensations and conflicts. Spe- 
cialists were recruited, units set up, new 
programmes launched. But the other 
part of the ambitious vision was that of a 
BBC run efficiently, a modern, tightly- 
managed organisation able to compete in 
the expanding media marketplace so tha^ 
as the licence fee came under pressure, 
the ideal (and finances) of public service 
broadcasting could be defended. 

And that is the part of the vision which 
went horribly wrong, hampering con- 
struction of the new. edifice in a babble of 
management jargon. Much good was 
achieved. Huge tracts of programme- 
making have been contracted out, and 
greater efficiency has been achieved at the 
bottom of what is left Bat the corridors 
of IfelevjsioQ Centre are still crowded with 
managers and bureaucrats. Meanwhile the 


co mmitme nt to, a different kind of jour- 
nalism is aD but forgotten. 

For all the Birtian revolution, the BBC 
remains a top-heavy organisation. It came 
as no surprise yesterday when Tbny Hall, 
head of BBC News, retreated on the lat- 
est proposals by in effect promising an- 
other layer of managers. The point of the 
plan that by; caused Naughiie, Humphry®, 
Ford and all to rise in revolt was to abol- 
ish the post of editor for each news pro- 
gramme. The primary justification was 
cost-cutting. It all sounds like the kind of 
plan that would be dreamt up by man- 
agement consultants with no under- 
standing of journalism. By yesterday 
morning Mr Hall had suggested “associ- 
ate” editors for each programme, with “ex- 
ecutive" editors above them as part of the 
central operation. This is a classic pattern 
in dysfunctional organisations, in which 
misdirected attempts to make them more 
efficient meet opposition and are then di- 
verted into creating even less efficiency. 


However, Mr Hall has retreated, and 
he should be allowed the credit for that 
The BBC sho uld be open to public debate 
about howit is run, and he deserves two 
cheers for postponing the plans for six 
weeks! Its celebrity presenters may notal- 
wavs be the best judge of the BBC’s re- 
sponsbfliiy to the licence-payer, but on this 
occasion they are absohuely right that jour- 
nalistic excellence israore lflcelyto be fos- 
tered by loyalty to a small unit, such as a 
programme with its own identity, rather 
than some mega-bureaucraty such as the 
BBC ■ • . • 

But we can only guess the motives of 
the BBCs bosses, because it does not seem 
to have occurred to them that public de- 
bate was necessary or desirable. It would 
have been better if the BBC had attempted 
to answer the questions that are now be- 
ingaskedbefore announcing such dramatic 
changes. And it is no use the rest of us ap- 
pealing now, after the horse has bolted, 
to the Board of Governors, the Great and . 


Good part-timers who are supposed to act 
as theguardians of the public interest As 
a public broadcaster, die BBC’s own 
management should be conscious of their 
mission to captain themselves, ah the time, 
to the licence-payers. 

Nor is this die first time the corpora- . 
tfcra has been taken unawares by thepufc; 
tic reaction to changes that it has 
announced without consultation. In tip 
case of the proposed abolition af.Kster-' 
day in Parliament on Radio 4, it would not 
simply have been a matter of common . 
sense to consult MPs beforehand, bat a , 
ma tte r of public duty. Hie BBC is not like 
BSkyB, aud it must take its civic ohtiga- : 
tiorS seriously. i 

The BBC has a responsibility to explain : 
what It is up to, both to the public directly ! 
and through them to th e ir representatives ; 
in the House of Commons. This is a re- 
sponsibility that should not be shuffled off 
to the Board of Governors. It should be 
borne by the director-general himself. 
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Future of the BBC 

Sin The controversy over John 
Bin's proposal to abolish the 
posts of all editors and deputy 
editors of BBC news pro- 
grammes (“Open war at the 
BBC as stars revolt”, IS Sep- 
tember), both on radio and tele- 
vision is far more important 
than just an internal argument 
about management 

A centralised editorial team 
is likely to produce a lowest 
common denominator of news 
and comment with none of the 
informal and trenchant ques- 
tioning encountered on Tbday 
and Ne*'snigh(. Tbrminating 
the character and autonomy of 
BBC programmes of this cali- 
bre will both impoverish the 
quality of public life in Britain 
and undermine the BBC’s 
unique and longstanding rep- 
utation for objectivity and ex- 
cellence. 

The explanations so Ear of- 
fered by the BBCs manage- 
ment have been confusing. On 
the one hand, listeners have 
been assured that there has 
been foil consultation on the 
changes, over a year or more. 
On the other, news programme 
editorial staff have declared, 
both publicly and privately, 
that there has been little or no 
consultation. The insensitive 
comment of a BBC spokesman, 
to the effecl that Mr Bin’s de* 
cision could not be changed, 
and that only details could be 
discussed, does not elicit con- 
fidence. 

It is crucial that a matter of 
such importance to the future 
of the BBC be discussed folly, 
both within and outside the 
BBC. before any decision is 
confirmed. 

SHIRLEY WILLIAMS 
House of Lords 
London SWI 

Sir: The BBC spends public 
money and we must spend it 
wisely. It is simply wrong la sug- 
gest that our structural changes 
in News will lead to pro- 
grammes being created by a 
“sausage machine” - one very 
like another. 

We will never lose sight of 
the fact (hat audiences want dis- 
tinctive and engaging pro- 
grammes from the BBC. But wc 
need to do that eosi-effectivcly. 
We have to avoid duplicating 
ideas, resources and the treat- 
ment nf stories across the day. 
That means organising our- 
selves in a modem, efficient way 



to meet the competitive chal- 
lenges of the age. 

Wherever we save money, 
we intend to invest it in news- 
gathering around the world 
and in the UK, producing more 
special programmes on radio 
and television and new services 
for our audiences. 

TONY HALL 
Chief Executive 
BBC News 
London W1 

Doctors’ pay 

Sin Your leading article (“Tbp 
jobs with lough responsibilities 
merit top salaries”, 18 Sep- 
tember) quotes me selectively 
and pejoratively before going 
into attack. 

The Doctors* and Dentists' 
Review Body was established 
with a clear remit to make rec- 
ommendations on doctors 7 pay 
levels by reference to com- 
parator professions. 

The Independent may re- 


gard comparability as an old- 
fashioned, Seventies concept 
The British Medical Associa- 
tion does noL It has led to fair 
and justifiable increases for 
the Prime Minister and his 
colleagues. 

One can only assume that 
the Treasury did not seek to 
constrain the Senior Salaries 
Review Body with the same 
vigour that it is now attempt- 
ing to impose on the Review 
Bodies governing doctors, 
nurses and teachers. 

I object to the “double- 
whammy” whereby govern- 
ments seek to constrain the 
independent review bodies be- 
fore they start their delibera- 
tions as well as reserving the 
righr to stage or vary the awards 
after the review body has 
reported. 

Of course I recognise that 
any increase in the salary bffl for 
cabinet ministers, no matter 
how great, would have an im- 
perceptible effect upon the 


public purse. Surely this does 
not mean that medical staff 
should never be remunerated 
fairly for the increasingly heavy 
and complex responsibilities 
they bear. 

I also object very strongly to 
the implication that doctors or 
the BMA bore any responsi- 
bility for the winters of dis- 
content of the Seventies. 
Doctors have remained un- 
swerving in their commitment 
to patients. The huge increas- 
es in the number of patients 
treated by the NHS have been 
achieved by sharply increasing 
the intensity, complexity and 
volume of work undertaken 
by doctors and other health ser- 
vice staff It has been achieved, . 
as Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, himself 
acknowledges, by dedicated 
staff working “flat out*. 
DrAWMACARA 
Chairman of Council 
British Medical Association 
London WCl 


Essex waste 

Sin Polly Tbynbee made an er- 
ror in her manifesto for recy- 
cling ("The battle of 
incinerators vs recyclers”, 16 
September). There is no pro- 
posal to build four incinerators 
in Essex We know that time is 
r unnin g out for Essex waste. So 
all 15 Essex councils are work- 
ing together on a future strat- 
egy including waste minim- 
isation and recyding, and all the 
other waste options that are 
necessary because our landfill 
is running ouL 

Essex residents have been 
involved in commenting on. the 
strategy, through area liaison 
groups for north, west and 
south Essex, and through a 
comprehensive booklet which 
is stiS available to your readers. 
LEWIS HERBERT 
Principal Engineer 
Whste Strategy 
Essex County Council 
Chelmsford, Essex 


Flu vaccinations 

Sir Your report (18 September) 
urging patients with colds and 
flu not to dog up GW surgeries 
makes a fair poinL 

However, it omitted to men- 
tion that flu can be a serious ill- 
ness for many older people. The 
Department of Health advises 
that people with chronic lung, 
heart or kidney disease, or with 
diabetes or a damaged immune 
system, should seek an annual 
flu vaccination. Help the Aged 


of the incidence of these con- 
ditions in our older population. 

Whilst we support moves to 
cut ont frivolous use of GPS’ 
time. It is important to ensure 
that flu is taken seriously by 
those for whom it is a real risk. 
The vaccinations are 70 per cent 
effective, they minimise com- 
plications, and they save lives. 
MEKVYN KOHLER 
Head of PubDc Affairs 
Help die Aged, London EC1 


Design ‘riot’ 

Sin Dear oh dear. What have 
they done to The Independent*! 
Tbny Blair’s vision for the future 
(groan) all over the front page 
instead of (he news. Articles that 
merge seamlessly together in the 
rest of the paper. The new 
Independent bears all the hall- 
marks of design run riot. 
NPROLUN 
Oxford 

Sin I like the look but please, 
please can I have the “sgnifi- 
cant shorts” column bade. The 
new layout cannot compete 
with a famfly breakfast and we 
have been Late for school every 
day since Thesday as I search for 
the news. 

MrsR EDUNN- 
Bishopthorpe, North Yorkshire 

Sin Enjoy, you said. Enjoy, I 
did. Thank you. 

DAVID LEARNER 
London SWI 7. 


Supportive fathers . • • j 

Sir There was nothing in the : 
National Childbirth Trust suri ; 
vey on Birth in Britain about 
men fainting, being sick, need- 1 
mg medical treatment or dis~ ’ 
trading midwives (“Fathers • 
sera as a nuisance at births”, 15- 
September). 

The survey found that : 
while 84 per cent of women ; 

. had their partner present, only 
59 per cent said their partner i 
was supportive. This raises ; 
interesting issues about what , 
support women need in labour 
and who may be best able to 
provide it It also raises ques- *^% 
tions about hoW well prepared 
men are for their partner be- ] 
ingin pain and for giving sup- ' 
port. 

•• ..The Audit Commission 
found that. 25 per cent of 
women were left alone In 
labour at a time when it wor- 
ried them not to have the sup- - 
part of a health professional. 

We need more midwives so 
that men are not being asked . 
to do the impossible job of pro- . 
riding reassurance at a time 
when they themselves may 
feel anxious and out of their : 
depth. 

We also need more discus- 
sion during pregnancy about ; 
which individuals might provide 
support alongside the midwife 
- partner, friend or both - and 
what preparation they need 
for the role. 

MARY NEWBURN 
Head of Policy Research 
National Childbirth Trust 
London W3 


Waiting at Tesco 

Sin When I go to my local 
petrol station I wait ages to pay 
for my petrol behind all the . . 
people paying for itheir gro- • 
cedes. At the local grocer’s shop 
I wait equally long behind 
people buying lottery tickets. 

Now it seems from the 
comments of the chief execu- ~ 
live of Tfesco (“Tfesco raises 
stakes in supermarket banking 
battle”. 17 September) that in 
Sainsboiy . and Tesco super- ^ 
markets I will soon be waiting] 
ages behind people doing their 
banking business at the check- 
out. _ ' 

Oh for the time 'when j 
people stuck to their primary j 
business and tried to do-it well I 
for the benefit of alL ... > j 

JACK CAMPBELL ~ 

Steyning, West Sussex 
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Now the corporation will find it much easier to suppress the ‘Birt is an alien’ story 

Rw those of us whodo not work ry like the death of Princess Di- seems quite strong. For years it “BirtisT talk, which is very tike three or four executive editors, “experts” to discuss whether in kind of edit 




MILES 

KINGTON 


Fbr those of us who do not work 
in the BBC, like you and me, 
it may be difficult to see why 
John Birt's proposed changes to 
the news service are causing 
such a furore, but if you are 
someone who has a privileged 
insight into the workings of the 
BBC after-many years standing 
in lifts and canteens at the 
BBC listening to other people 
gossiping, as I have done, then 
you arc in a position to explain 
to the readers just what this re- 
ally does mean. 

So here we go. 

First of alLyou have to un- 
derstand how a news story is 
treated at the BBC 
Let us Tallow a news story 
from its breaking-point to its 
disappearance. 

Not a an extraordinary sto- 


ry like the death of Princess Di- 
ana. If that happens, all pro- 
grammes are cancelled and the 
whole of the BBCs resources 
are beamed on the story until 
everyone is sick to death of it. 
Then h goes on for another 
week or so after that poinL un- 
til the BBC is sure it has got its 
routines right for when the 
Queen Mother pops off. 

No, let us take an ordinary, 
quite important stozy. 

Let us suppose that the news 
agencies have picked up on a 
report that John Birt. director- 
general of the BBC is an alien 
from another planet who has 
been lodged at the top of our 
most important broadcasting 
company to destabilise the 
world for a possible invasion. 

The circumstantial evidence 


seems quite strong. For years it 
has been pointed our that John 
Birt has no obvious human 
characteristics at all. 

He never seems to lose bis 
temper, or defend himself, or 
indulge in arguments. He just' 
states what he wants. 

He is not old but has white 
hair. 

He dresses in a nondescript 
yet expensive way -as someone 
once said, he has all the lack of 
style that money can buy. 

He does not even look like 
himself - in some mysterious 
way, John Birt looks more like 
other people who look like 
him than he looks like himself, 
many of whom mayalso come 
from the same planet 

His published statements are 
in a language which is termed 


“Bfrtist” talk, which is very Gke 
En glis h but tinged with what 
people perceive as manage- 
ment gobbiedegook. But it may 

not be management gobbiede- 
gook at afl. It is very like the 
kfadofEogWshwirichan expert 
but .not quite perfect alien 
■ would \jx and may reflect the 
way English is taugfct on other 
planets . 

This alien being, then, has 
been put at th^ top of the BBC 
in order to control our news ser- 
vices, and to start undermining 
the best reporters and creative 
news beads we have. One day 
he makes his move and an- 
nounces a radical shake-up 
which would take power from 
the human beings in charge of 
news programmes -and con- 
centrate it in' the hands of 


three or four executive editors. 

OK. That is the story that 
comes in to the BBC. 

Now, at present, the news 
would be fed out to all the dif- 
ferent editors of rite different 
programmes, and they would be 
given a free hand to interpret 
the story differently. 

One might concentrate on 
Birts early and strangely inept 
straggle to get a favourable tax 
scheme going. 

Another might focus on. the 
way Birt has brought the BBC 
to a stuttering limp with; his , 
“producer choice" (a rather, 
odd term which in fact means 
the process of eliminating the 
BBC’s own resources and cas- 
trating its facilities). . . 

• Another might get in An- 
thony Howard and two-other 


“experts” to discuss whether in 
fact the BBC might not bene- 
fit from being run by expertise 
* from another planet,' hostile or 
not . 

There m ig ht also be discus- 
sion of Birt’s other-worldly lack 
of style in dress, his lack of a hu- 
man presence, his apparent 
fear of anyone in the BBC 
who has creative or imaginative 
faculties, his dread of promot- 
ing individuality or anything 
with a strongly personal flavour, 
and so on -all the factors which 
. .in fact do strongly suggest that 
Mr “Birt” is not of this world, 
but governed by an agenda 
from another world. 

Under the new p lans of Mr 
“Birt”, all this will go. These ed- 
itors wfll not have that kind of 
power any more. In fact that 


kind of editor will not ggfot any 
more. It will all go through 
some sort of centralised agency 
run by agents chosen personally 
by Mr “Birt”. 

So, under the new system, 
what will happen to the story 
that Mr “Birt" is actually a be- 
ing from another planet seat to 
undermine the BBC and get rid 
of all dangerous elements in it? 

The story will be referred to 
a central BBC news sorting of- 
fice handling all news for radio 
and TV 

After due consideration. It 
will decide not to run the item 
at all, but to drop it lite a hot 
potato. Just yon wait and see. 

If this hem does not appear 
under the new BBC news sys- 
tem, I think I will have made my 
poinL 
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Can we trust the judges 
to make our laws? 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

ON FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION 


We are on the brink of a constitutional 
change which raises questions decidedly 
more fundamental than a TYfeisb Assembly. 
Next month the Government will publish a 
White Paper incorporating the European 
Convention of Human Rights into British 
law. The logic of this step is irresistible. Even 
now, when it is faced with a r ulin g that is in 
breach of the Convention, the British gov- 
ernment invariably, if grudgingly, conforms. 
The current immigration bill going through 
Parliament, for example, contains - in or- 
der to conform to a ruling by the European 
Court of Human Rights -belated provision 
for appeal against summary deportation on 
security grounds. But it seems crazy that to 
seek enforcement of the Convention, , to 
which the UK has been a party since 1951, 
a citizen has to embark on the tortuous and 
often prohibitively expensive process of 
appealing to the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg, on which no British 
judge sits, and which takes around five years 
to reach a derision. 

Anything more calculated to deter is dif- 
ficult to imagine. Throughout the wide 
spectrum of non-Conservative opinion, and 
among some Conservatives as well, there is 
now agreement that it should be up to British 
courts, in the first instance, to apply the Con- 
vention. But there has been a protracted de- 
bate inside and outside Whitehall over just 
how it should be incorporated. Should the 
new system be like that in Canada, where 
the courts have the power to strike out laws 
made by parliament if they regard them as 
an infringement of the nation’s Charter of 
Rights and freedoms? Or should it-be like 
that of New Zealand where the courts in- 
terpret the law as far as possible in accor- 
dance with the country's Bfli of Rights, but 
cannot overturn statutes which they decide 
do not. In other words, in New Zealand, 
though not in Canada, it is still up to par- 
liament and not the courts to change the kw. 

Here ministers have finally resolved the 
argument in favour of the more limited New 
Zealand model. During a lengthy discussion 
of the issue at the firet meeting this week of 
the joint Labour-UbDem Cabinet Com- 
mittee, Paddy Ashdown and his colleagues 
were assured by the ministers that the 
White Paper has not yet reached its Goal 
draft. But Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancel- 
lor, has always been a New Zealand man. 
Even JackStraw. the Home Secretary, who 
had at one time leaned towards the more 
radical Can adian option, has been persuaded 
that it would be better at least to start with 
the more modest form of incorporation. It’s 
still possible that, as in Hong Kong, the courts 
will be given some power to repeal sections 
of previous legislation. But Ibny Blair's will- 
ingness to devolve power - whether to the 
Bank of England, to a Welsh assembly, or 
u directly elected mayor of London - will 
not extend to handing judges the power to 


render null and void laws made henceforth 
by his government. 

This will upset a lot of people. Many of 
those in favour of constitutional reform be- 
lieve that the only way to protect individual 

rights is predseiy to give the courts the ab- 
solute right to strike down. laws which are 
judged to undermine them. This is seduc- 
tive. And especially after the dark years in 
which only judicial review restrained re- 
cidivist offenders like Michael Howard 
from chronically exceeding their powers. The 
dangers now may be different but they are 
potentially even greater. Wouldn't yon 
rather have your freedom in the hands of 
those nice, fibeial judges, the Woolfs and 
Richard Scotis and Binghams, th an hand- 
ed to a whips- 1 office dedicated to the ruth- 
less use of party discipline to art as the chief 
engine of an elective dictatorship? 

Seductive, but, for at least two reasons, 
not conclusive. The first is that some rights 
have an awkward habit of conflicting with 
each other. Given the failure of successive 
governments, supine in their fear of the pow- 
er of the press, to act on privacy, incorpo- 
ration may produce a welcome body of case 
law curbing press intrusion. But the ECHR 
right to privacy could, on some occasions, 
conflict with the ECHR right to freedom of 
expression. The right to abortion, freely leg- 
islated by Parliament, could dash with an 
ultra-strict interpretation of the right to 'life. 
Should, as in the US, rights to self-protec- 
tion make impossible the post-Dunblane 
anti-gun legislation? And should rights of 
free assembly always supersede, for exam- 
ple in Northern Ireland, the security of the 
majority of citizens. This isn’t a case against 
the enforcement of rights; it is a case 
against leaving that enforcement entirely to 
the unfettered and varying choices of indi- 
vidual judges. These decisions are essentially 
political; do we really want to deprive elect- 
ed politicians of the power to make those 
decisions if they choose? 

The other reason to hesitate is thise for 
all the highly-desirable expansion of judicial 
review during the last 20 years against 
abuses by ministers, judges haven’t, in the 
round, proved themselves quite the reliable 
liberals the reformers like to think they are. 
In the new edition of his wonderful Politics 
of the Judiciary John Griffiths brings up to 
date - with the miscarriage of justice cases 
and the ruling? against the press in the 1980s 
- bis account of their record over the last 
30 years. On issues from race relations to 
police powers and government secrecy, 
judges 'have been supporters, sometimes 
quite creative and pro-active supporters, of 
the “conventional, established and settled 
interests”. As one of the most eminent le- 
gal academics in the country, Griffiths isn’t- 
disrespectfiti of judges -just very dear about 
where their role should begin and end. 
Michael Howard's sentencing proposals 
may have been extreme; but elected politi- 
cians do have the right to have a penal pol- 
icy, even if judges don’t agree with it And 
is their own record in using sentencing dis- 
cretion really so perfect? “ftr more than on 
the judiriaiy,” Griffiths writes, “our freedoms 
depend on the willingness of the press, politi- 
cians and others to publicise the breach of 
these freedoms and the continuing vulner- 
ability of ministers-, and other interests to 
accusations that these freedoms are being 
infringed.” Especially at 8 time fike this, when 
the media have been seduced, and the ex- 
ecutive’s parliamentary majority is un- 
healthily monolithic, it’s tempting- to turn 
wishfully to the judges, even unelecied 
judges appointed entirety by the government, 
and with retirement ages of 75. But in the 
end judges are no substitute for boring, im- 
perfect old democracy. 


Britain is unbuttoning, but it will not 
bring the changes many expect 



SUZANNE . 
MOORE 

ON THE 
NEW MOOD 


'We’re only a couple of weeks 
AD - After Diana, and already 
we are asking if any of it meant 
anything at all really. “So what 
has really changed then?” 
friends ask, disappointed that 
1 have not presented them with 
the Queen’s head on a stick. 
Others, less cynical, more op- 
timistically announce that 
Britain has unbuttoned and 
we that have entered some 
touchy-feely New Age which 
signifies a rebirth of national, 
ideotity. Yet the truth as they 
say, is somewhere out there and 
it is not the sort of thing that 
moulds itself into pre-deter- 
mined political ideologies. ' 
This is why the scuffle to find 
direct political correlatives for 
the public response to D iana ’s 
death was always going to be 
doomed. A cultural revolution 
cannot be reduced to the case 
for or against *the monarchy. 
Hostility to the present Royal 
Family cannot be read simply 
as a form of direct action re- 



inant culture was taken com- 
pletely by surprise at the 
strength of feeling that Diana’s 
death provoked. 

The strength of the dominant 

official culture is already 
precarious because it rests on 
assumptions about the way we 
live which arc no longer tenable. 
The “all drugs are evil” line is 
laughable to large numbers of 
the population. It is not so much 
out of (ouch as merely irrele- 
vant. Its legitimacy is over- 
ruled every weekend. 

The devolving of political 
power, seen as part of New 
Britain, has also to be seen in 
the context of cultural devolu- 
tion - the moving away from ibe 
old centres of power to new and 
unexpected ones. It's good to 
sec these old certainties being 
shaken and stirred. The image 
of a stfll dazed and confused 
Titty party that can’t quite be- 
lieve the world in which it now 
finds itself is immensely cheer- 
ing. On one level it feels ns if 
this has happened overnight, yet 
at another wc know it's been 
years in the making. The sense 
of looking forward rather than 
backwards, the celebration of 
our booming arts industry, the 
storming of the academy by a 
new generation of artists, is all 
nicely upbeat. 

To gather up ail this diversi- 
ty, all these comradicioiy ele- 
ments in the name of a 
post-modern form of national- 
ism - based not on allegiance 
to one’s country' but on alle- 
giance to one’s own innate 
sense of "cool” - is to miss the 
point. The Government may 
need to do this but the rest of 
us don’t have to. The need to 


publicasism. But equally, ar- 
guing that the whole episode 
actually shored up the monar- 
chy by forcing it to modernise 
ilsetfslightty does not mean that 
an enormous amount of dis- 
quiet was not expressed or that 
thing? can ever go back to 
business as usual 

The search for immediate 
and tangible political conse- 
quences reached a form of hys- 
teria far more out of control 
than any of the behaviour ex- 
hibited by the dignified mass- 
es. We know, don’t we, that 
something significant happened 
a couple of weeks ago. Yet the 
very vagueness of it all is dis- 
turbing to those who prefer 
“significance” always to be 
wrapped up in little policy 
packages. The old Establish- 
ment was caught on the hop. 
There was no trickle-down ef- 
fect in the grief for Diana- 
Rather this was a movement 
from the bottom up that did not 
so much proclaim the birth of 
a new order as illustrate how 
unconcerned we were with the 
old one. 

For those in power this 
movement felt spontaneous. 
But in fact the signs have been 
there for a long time. The de- 
sire for collective rituals has 


never gone away. For football 
fans and rave-goers or anyone 
who can remember going on 
demonstrations, the powerful 
experience of just being with 
huge numbers of others wifi not 
be newr -The policing .of all 
crowds; rehearsed during the 
miners’ strikes and finessed by 
the continuing attacks on New 
Age travellers, revealed a gov- 
ernment deeply fearful of any 
gathering of people at all. The 
. tragedies of Hillsborough and 
Heysel confirmed that crowds 
were essentially dangerous in 
themselves. It is not, as Simon 
Jenkins says, that the left has an 
orgasm every time it sees peo- 
ple on the streets, it is just un- 
usual for such an event to 
be construed as un threatening. 

Tb say, though, that this is 
somehow the end of the ghast- 
ly individualism of the Eighties 
is another misreading. The 
need for communal ritual, for 
the acknowledgement of such 
a thing as society, can sit easi- 
ly with a highly individualistic 
oil tare. The Blairiie project 
promotes the idea of a fairer, 
more caring society precisely 
out of self-interest. “Your life 
will be better if other people's 
lives are better too,” it says. 


“And we must make other peo- 
ple's lives better not because of 
be Kefs or ideologies but because 
you personally will benefit.” 

Likewise the “ferainisation” 
of society, which recent events 
are said to have triggered, sits 
alongside yet more surveys 
showing that men do as little 
housework as (hey ever did. that 1 
the glass ceiling remains intact 
in many professions, and that 
women still have far less leisure 
lime than men. What I am sug- 
gesting, then, is that a culture 
can shift, a mood can change, 
new forms can emerge and yet 
many old structures can stay in 
place. The mistake is to pre- 
sume that cultural shifts are 
somehow less “real” or less 
“meaningful" than the tradi- 
tional manifestations of polit- 
ical power. What we have 
witnessed is, in Raymond 
Williams’s phrase, a new “struc- 
ture of feeling” that was already 
present but surfaced as a result 
of Diana’s death. It combines 
a number of things - some of 
which coincide with the coming 
to power of Biair, but many of 
which don’L 

Talking to people in the 
crowds at the Palace I was 
struck more by (he sense. of 


something ending - something 
which it is too slick to call 
Thatcherism - rather than a 
sense of a new beginning. 

What we are seeing is not so 
much revolution but the re- 
placing of the old Establishment 
by the new. I was amazed not 
so much by the hostility to the 
Royal Family as to the loiai in- 
difference to iL It is the same 
indifference that 1 feci reading 
about the editor of the Telegraph 
slugging it out with the owner 
of the Daily Mail; it is the same 
indifference I feel about inter- 
‘ nal disputes about the restruc- 
turing of a few news shows on 
the BBC The assumption that 
these things are central to the 
culture should be challenged. 
Whose culture is it anyway? 
They are not central to my cul- 
ture and what we have learnt 
surely is that the so-called dom- 


divide up what's hot and what's 
not, what's new and what's old, 
is reassuring perhaps for those 
who feel tbe need a map 
around the country that they 
now feel foreign, uncomfortable 
and embarrassed to be in. 

The people out on the streets 
for Diana were exactly the op- 
posite. They felt at home, at 
case and that they belonged to- 
gether. They did not need an of- 
ficial sanctioning and those 
whose job it is to give it may well 
feel redundant. Something that 
was perceived as only going on 
at the edges has moved inwards 
and the centre cannot hold be- 
cause it suddenly appears as one 
little sub-culture jostling along- 
side the others for our attention. 
Will that really change things? 
Yes and no. It only means that 
we’re just waking up to the ex- 
tent to which things have al- 
ready changed. 


You could stagger 
home tonight with 
every magazine 
and newspaper (140 lbs) 


Fifteen years after the bloodbath, the world turns 



ROBERT FISK 


IN SABRAAND 

CHAT1LA 


Exactly 15 years ago, I walked 
into a place of such horror that 
- for the firet and only night of 
my life - I suffered ferocious 
nightmares. I had walked into 
the Palestinian camps of Sabra 
and Chatila in Beirut while Is- 
rael’s Lebanese militia thugs 
were still finishing their work of 
butchery and rape- There were 
corpses covered in flies, dis- 
embowelled women, babies 
with bullets in their heads. To 
cross one street. 1 had to clam- 
ber over a pile of bodies, their 
arms and stomachs and heads 
pressing around my legs. AH 
that moved were the flics that 
covered my face and the minute 
hands of the watches on dead 


wrists. On the other side of the 
pile was a mass grave. When I 
hid from the militiamen, I 
found myself crouching beside 
a beautiful young woman 
whose blood was stin running 
from a hole in her back, 
f stopped counting bodies 


;ached 100. They say 
were killed although 
I am certain, a mass 
jr Beirut golf course 
i tains perhaps anotb- 
fekstmians -because 
js of bodies were seen 
ven there under the 
e Israelis and because 
as the number of 
listed as missing after 
hter. Either way, the 
tad surrounded the 
d sent in tbe militia- 
lull “terrorists" and 
-according to Israel's 
mission of enquiry — 
the killing? going on 
ays. 

rorld expressed out- 
i Israel’s minister of 
Ariel Sharon, was 
om his job after the 

on found that he bore 
I responsibility” for 
y. Israel identified the 
the gunmen who en- 
camp as a Lebanese 
n called Elic Hobei- 
/o rid demanded that 


the murderers be brought to 
justice. And there were promis- 
es galore: a new Middle East 
peace, protection for the Pales- 
tinians, an end to tbe Lebanese 
bloodbath. 

And yesterday, walking 
through the filth and sewage 
and ruined (but still inhabited) 
huts of Sabra and Chatfia, it was 
difficult (o avoid the thought 
that the survivors of that most 
terrible massacre - under- 
standably regarded in tbe Arab 
world as a war crime - have 
been locked in the face by the 
world which expressed so much 
shame and revnison. The mass 
grave is now covered in mud - 
children were playing football 
on it yesterday morning - and 
the Palestinians live among 
20ft high heaps of rat-infested 
garbage. The smell of faeces 
seeps out of doorways where 
old women huddle beneath 
fading monochrome pho- 
tographs of their dead. “And 
what did the world do for us?” 
Deebeh Saleh Hussein asked 
me in the little hut she calls 
home. “Whai did you journal- 
ists do for us when you made 
us re-open our wounds?” 

Deebeh Hussein lost her 
husband Younts, her four sons 

-Ghazi, Ahmed, Matii and Mo- 
hamed - her son-in-law Hussem 


AH. her own brother Hussein 
Saleh and his son Saleh, a 
cousin, the husband of anoth- 
er cousin and his 18-year-old 
daughter Afifi. All of them 
were hacked to death with axes 
by Israel’s proxy militiamen. 
And when Deebeh Hussein 
asked me what the world had 
done for the people of Sabra 
and Chatila. I had to answer her 
with one word: nothing. 

Even in the immediate af- 
termath of the killings, the 
press concentrated on Israel’s 
self-examination rather than 
the victims and their surviving 
relatives, not to mention the 
purpose of the slaughter. In its 
first cover issue on Sabra and 
Chatila, Newsweek’ s headline 
read: “Israel in Tbrment”. The 
other main reports were enti- 
tled: “The Anguish of Ameri- 
ca’s Jews" and the “'Doubled 
Soul of Israel” - and all this 
when one might have expected 
that torment and anguish to be 
uniquely that of Palestinians 
fike-Deebeh Hussem, whose en- 
tire family was cut to pieces in 
Beirut. Not so, it seems. Had 
Palestinians massacred 2,000 Is- 
raelis 15 years ago, would any- 
one doubt that the world’s 
press and television would be 
remembering so terrible a deed 
this moming?Tfet this week, not 


a single newspaper in the Unit- 
ed States - or Britain for that 
matter - has even mentioned 
the anniversary of Sabra and 
Chatila. 

And why should they? For 
the Palestinians in Beirut are 
non-persons. They or their par- 
ents fled from Palestine in 1948 

- from that part of Palestine 
which became Israel - and can 
never return. They are cut out 

- totally - from tbe so-called 
Oslo “peace process”, save for 
a dismissive reference to 
“refugees” in the last section. 
Nor can they live in Lebanon 
in any sense of the word. They 
cannot work; they cannot have 
Lebanese citizenship. And they 
exist without protection. Three 
yeais after the massacres, Sabra 
and Chatila was eight times be- 
sieged by Muslim Lebanese 
militiamen. So many died un- 
der the shells that the Pales- 
tinians buried their dead in 
basements. I saw some of these 
subterranean graves yesterday, 
bedecked with dust-covered, 
withered wreaths. 

And what of Messrs Sharon 
and Hobeika, the Israeli min- 
ister and the Lebanese Ma- 
ronite whom Israel held 
responsible? Well, Mr Sharon 
is back in the Israeli cabinet as 
minister of national infra- 


its back 


structure. And quite incredible 
as it may seem, Mr Hobeika 
now bolds a remarkably simi- 
lar job in Lebanon. He is the 
minister of electricity and hy- 
draulics in Beirut And what of 
Sabra and Chatila? The 
Lebanese government , it 
seems, is planning to construct 
a spanking new motorway 
through the middle, a product 
of Beirut's wealth and recon- 
struction which wifi force the 
Palestinians from their huts. No 
one knows where they will go. 

. It’s not surprising, therefore, 
(hat Deebeh Hussein would like 
to get away, at least for a few 
months, from the heat and 
slums and shit. She has a 
daughter. Huda, who survived 
the massacre and now lives in 
Chicago. Deebeh says she bolds 
American citizenship. So Dee- 
beb set off recently to the US 
embassy in Damascus to ask for 
a visitor's visa. She was told, she 
says, that she could have no visa 
if she did not have children or 
a husband or property in 
Lebanon outside the Sabra 
and Chatila area. She has no 
Lebanese passport. And she 
certainly got no visa. So even 
15 years after the bloodbath of 
Sabra and Chatila. tbe world is 
still punishing the survivors for 
being victims. 
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Coopers and PW to join forces in £8bn merger 


In planning to merge) 
the leading international 
accountancy firms 
Coopers & Lybrand and 
Price Waterhouse say 
they are following the 
lead of their increasingly 
global clients. 

Roger Trapp reports on 
the latest attempt at 
consolidation at the top 
of a market that has 
been buffeted by change. 


Coopers & Lybrand and Price 
Waterhouse, two of the best- 
known names in accounting, 
plan to merge to create a glob- 
al organisation with 135,000 
people and revenues of more 
than $13bn (£8bn). 

If it wins approval from reg- 
ulators and the two existing 
firms' 8,500 partners, the com- 
bined firm - as yet unnamed - 
will overhaul Andersen World- 
wide, which last year reported 
its 100,000 employees had 
achieved revenues of $9-5bn, as 
the largest professional ser- 
vices firm in the world. In the 
UK, it would be comfortably 
the biggest firm, claiming about 
50 per cent of FTSE 100 com- 
panies as audit clients. 

The plans -which could take 
several months to finalise - 
were announced yesterday in 
both New York and London. At 
a joint meeting in London, 
Peter South, chairman of the 
UK firm of Coopers, and lan 
Brindle, deputy chairman of 
PW, Europe, stud they were a 
direct response to an increas- 
ing desire by global clients for 
a uniformly high standard of 
advice throughout the world. 

“In the UK there are many 
companies with a truly global 
reach and this merger is about 
helping them to improve their 
competitiveness around the 
world. They expect their ad- 
visers to bejust as global in the 
way they think and operate,” 
Mr Smith said. 

The merger proposal marks 
the first significant development 
since Arthur Andersen ac- 


quired Binder Hamlyn, a 
highly-rated firm just outside 
the Big Six, in October 1994. 

But it continues a consolidation 
that began in the 1970s, so that 
by the b eginning of the 1980s 
there were eight dominant 
firms. By the middle of this 
decade, that number had been 
reduced to the Big Six. It now 
looks as if the top tier will con- 
tain just five firms, though this 
development has prompted 
speculation that - provided 
competition authorities in Eu- 
rope and the United States al- 
low the deal - there could be 
yet another reduction, to four, 
with Deloitte Touche, formerly 
known as Tbucfae Ross, thought 
to be the most likely target. 

Much of this consolidation 
has been due to a more com- 
petitive environment Regula- 
tory audit, in particular, has 
come to be seen as a commodity 
service that prochices little prof- 
it, and in the UK large ac- 
countancy firms have recently 
been following their practice in 
continental Europe of moving 
Into the potentially more 
lucrative legal services market 
as well as bolstering their pres- 
ence In the well-established 
field of management consul- 
tancy. 

Coopers and FW claim to 
have produced record growth 
in revenue in recent years, but 
in a world of private partner- 
ships where disclosure of 
financial information is not 
compulsory others suggest that 
the figures are not as good as 
those of some of their rivals. 

The two firms put some of 
this down to a lack of trained 
s taff and dahn that it is possi- 
ble the combined firm would 
employ even more people than 
the two operations do now. 
James Schiro, currently chief 
executive of PW and due to 
take the same role in the 
merged operation, said both or- 
ganisations were “firmly com- 
mitted to providing outstanding 
career opportunities for our ex- 
ceptionally talented people”. 

However, the two firms still 
have several hurdles to over- 
come before the deal can be 
completed. Rjr instance, Coop- 
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Going global: lan Brindle (left) of PW Europe and Peter Smith of Coopers it Lybrand 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Ross eraywtwre h tfM whM t 




ers* previous merger, with the 
UK aim of Deloitte Haskxos 
and Sells in the early 1990s, 
took a long time to complete 
and eventually led fo the de- 
parture of many partners. 

PW, on the other hand, has 
two attempted mergers behind 
it - with Deloitte and with 
Arthur Andersen. And Mr 
Brindle said he was determined 
that the process be completed 
as soon as possible. 

In addition, there are in- 
evitably differences between 


the two firms* partnership 
arrangements, since PW has 
moved closer than many of its 
rivals to becoming a single 
world-wide partnership 
through the recent combination 
of the US and European op- 
erations. 

In an effort to win their 
backing quickly, the manage- 
ments will be making extensive 
presentations to partners, staff 
and clients while the due dili- 
gence on both Anns’ world-wide 
operations continued. 


However, regulatory ap- 
proval is perhaps the toughest 
potential stumbling block. Rival . 
firms were quick to join the As- 
sociation of Charieraj Certified 
Accountants in pointing out the 
extent to whkh the deal would 
limb choice. Nick Land, senior 
partner of Ernst & Young, said 
he thought the competition as- 
pect was “a real issue”, while 
JKPMG said it was concerned 
about that aspect- - 

Mr Brindle sakl the planned 
deal had come about through 


“ennertaes" at various meetings 
between the two firms for some 
time. But he added that earnest 
talks had not begun until this 
summer. 

* The organisations 5 man- 
agements had decided to pub- 
licise the discussons once it had 
become dear that they had alot 
in common ha terms of strate- 
gy and vision. Furthermore, 
toe two firms complemented 
each other geographically' mid 
in terms of business areas: 

' However, it was being sug- 


gested last night that toe real 
driving factor behind the pro- 
posed deal was the two firms 5 
comparative weakness in toe 
United States. Coopers is fifth 
and PW sioh out erf six. 

Some rivals said that the de- 
velopment may have been 
prompted by PrireTMtferiwuse, 
since it has been suggested 
that toe firm had been strug- 
gling to repair its image in the 
wake of the collapse of .toe 
Bank of Oetfir and Commerce 
International, of which it was 


auditor. However, Mr Rrindfo „ ; ; 
dismissed, these claims,, whiw^k 
Mr Smith said his firm would sK 
not be contemplating a link if 
it felt there was a problem. ! - 
Pointing out that potential 
. law suits were hanging over all 
the leading firms of accoun- 
tants, he added that Coopers 
and PW were united^ id 
lobbying for a change inthe law - 
to allow professional'' part* 
nerships to protect themselves 
. from being wiped out by legal 
claims. 


Care First directors set to 
quit over new chairman 


STOCK MARKETS 


Care First, toe UK’s largest nursing home op- 
erator, is facing a boardroom bust up. Four of 
Care Fust's seven managing directors are ex- 
pected to quit the nursing home group after 
its board on Wednesday refused to remove 
Keith Bradshaw as chairman and reinstate Chai 
Patel, the group's former chief executive. 

In what was called “disastrous news" by one 
shareholder, Tony Heywood, Care First's 
corporate development director, is expected 
to leave next week. 

In addition, Sushil Radra, manag in g director 
of the southern region, Phil McAuley, mar- 
keting director, and Des Kelley, director of hu- 
man resources, are all understood to have either 
contacted headhunters or expressed a desire 
to leave. 

All four individuals were originally direc- 
tors at Mr Patel's former company. Court 
Cavendish, which merged with Mr Bradshaw's 
Hi k arc group last year. Mr Hcywood was for- 
merly finance director at Court Cavendish. A 
leading institution said that the departures 
would be damaging: “If Hcywood goes it will 
be a very serious blow. He is the only one of 
any competence left." 

News of the potential walk out came as two 
leading shareholders said yesterday they were 
“incensed" and “angry" about about how 
SBC Warburg, joint adviser to Care First, had 
canvassed their views. Several said yesterday 
that they were conadering calling an emetgcncy 
meeting to make their views known. 

Care First said on Wednesday that it had 
the support of the majority of the shareholders. 
However, several leading fund manager dis- 
agreed. “It feels like a stitch up," said one. “The 
remaining beard and advisers have closed ranks. 


I have canvassed colleagues and there is a sense 
that TOurburg pressured us. They told me that 
I was in a minority of oae in wanting Chai to 
come back. When I said anything negative, they 
tried to re-word it to sound more positive.*' 

A second said: “We dearly stated we didn’t 
want Bradshaw as any kind of chairman and 
they ignored our dews." 

A spokesman for W&rbuig said: “We can 
only represent what we have been told. I have 
no doubt that we faithfully represented their 
views." 

Institutions said yesterday it would be dif- 
ficult to recruit a high calibre chief executive 
with Mr Bradshaw remaining as non-executive 
director and also acting chief executive pend- 
ing a replacement. 

“We think Chai is the best person to run 
this company. He has toe best reputation in 
toe industry.” 

A third substantial shareholder said: “Keith 
has got through three chief executives. He owns 
8 per cent of the equity and is a domineering 
personality. Bradshaw may be non-executive 
chairman, but he will continue to dominate." 

Paul Saper of healthcare consultant Laing 
& Birisson warned that toe current manage- 
ment had a poor reputation in toe industry. 

“If Mr Bradshaw is staying on in any capacity 
it will rfwitiagy; the value of this company. 
Winning and keeping business will be much 
harder." 

However, shareholders warned that re-' 
versing the board's decision would be difficult. 
“Ws choose battles we can win,” said one. This 
could be very messy and no one wants to stick 
their head above the parapet.” 

-Sameena Ahmad 
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Poorer customers will not 
benefit from BG price cuts 
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Ofgas, the gas watchdog, yesterday 
launched an investigation Into price 
cuts planned by British Gas which 
would see 3 million of its poorest 
customers excluded from reductions 
in bills. The announcement follows 
pressure from the Gas Consumers 
Council, which had argued the 
proposals could discriminate against 
certain customers. Chris Godsmark, 
Business Correspondent, reports. 
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British Gas is proposing to slash an average 
of £28 off domestic gas bills from January, a 
cut of about 9 per cent. But Centrica, the de- 
merged British Gas supply business which con- 
tinues to use the familiar brand name, said only 
the 16 million households which paid by di- 
rect debit or settled their accounts promptly 
would benefit 

One million homes with prepayment me- 
ters would see no reduction while a further 2 
million low-income customers using a variety 
of payment plans would mostly see cuts of less 
than 1 per cent. British Gas said it was wait- 
ing for the results of a review of the prepay- 
ment meter system by Ofgas before making 
any changes to these prices. 

About half of the cuts are the result of re- 
ductions in gas transportation charges under 
a new price formula. The nest of the reduc- 
tion stems from the abolition of the gas levy, 


a tax on old North Sea gas contracts, in toe 
Budget and cheaper wholesale prices paid by 
British Gas. 

The Gas Consumers Council (GCC) 
claimed all consumers should benefit and this ip 
week used its powers under toe gas legislation '-■ 
to ask Ofgas for a formal probe. John Battle, 
toe industry minister, was also unhappy with 
the plans and is toougfat to have expressed con- 
cern during a meeting with Centrica’s top man- 
agement on Wednesday. 

The watchdog, led by Clare Spottiswoode, 
the industry regulator, said it hoped to com- 
plete its new investigation by the end of the 
year. It will look at whether the reductions dis- 
a i mu t ate unduly between different groups of 
consumers. The probe will run in parallel with 
the took at the extra costs of servicing pre- 
payment households. 

Sue Slipman, the GCC director, said the 
investigation was exceedingly good news: 
“dearly toe regulator has accepted there’s a 
case to investigate and we welcome that. There 
was a lot of public shock about the plans.” 

An Ofgas spokesman signalled that Ms 
Spottiswoode was also concerned at British 
Gas’s proposals. “We gness that they can make 
savings and prepayment customers should get 
a reduction," he' said. 

Last nigjbt British Gas hinted that Ofgas had 
previously approved the pike cuts but had been 
prompted to investigate after the GCCs in- 
tervention. In a statement the company said 
it hoped Ofgas would reach the same con- 
clusions as it had before the new prices were 
announced last week. 


Xar 

than 


^ Cn h m ,- 


in. 


‘'"Si-. 


i 

l?W, t 
"Hk*. 1 




Pru rapped over pension mis-selling cases currencies 


P&O set for concessions to secure merger 


Helen Liddell Economic Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, said yesterday she was disappointed with 
the failure by Prudential, the UK's largest in- 
surer, to include 8JXX) people as top priority 
cases in the review of pension mis-selling. 

Prudential failed to notice that 8,000 peo- 
ple bad become urgent cases since the review 
started in October 1994. 

Her comments came as toe ’freasury yes- 
terday raised its estimate of toe number of like- 
ly victims from 1.5 million to 2.1 nuQion. Of 
those, 600,000 people have been identified who 
require urgent compensation. 

The Treasury also named a further 17 com- 
panies who are nearly three years behind in 
compensating their victims, including Axa 
Equity & Law, Commercial Union. Friends 
Provident. Midland and Standard Life. 

Mrs Liddell said: “No-one gets off toe hook 
where mis-selling of personal pensions may 


have occurred. Every firm must get on with the 
urgent job of reviewing cases and provide re- 
dress where it is due." 

The Minister’s comments follow Pruden- 
tial's near-doubling, to £45 Om, of toe amount 
it is setting aside to compensate its victims, in- 
cluding 60,724 urgent cases, each potentially 
costing £7.500. 

A spokesman blamed part of the extra cost 
on Chancellor Gordon Brown's decision to 
abolish tax credits on dividends, adding that 
toe Pru had at least 300 people working on the 
review. He said tire 8,000 extra cases came 
about because the mechanism for upgrading 
how many there were had gone wrong. 

Prudential has made fester progress than 
many of the 41 companies named by the Trea- 
sury as falling behind on the urgent com- 

pleting its review of 23 per cent of the priority 
cases. 
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Lord Sterling, toe P&O chairman, yesterday 
held out the possibility of concessions to speed 
official approval of the planned merger of toe 
group's Channel ferry operations with those 
of rivals Stena Line of Sweden. 

Lord Sterling said they were ready to con- 
sider any undertakings that the Government 
or the European Commission might put for- 
ward, ind tiding a possible cap on prices to pro- 
tect the consumer. If cleared, the new 
combination is expected to do minate , the fer- 
ries market in toe eastern part of the English 
Channel with a market share of around ^ 45 per 
cent. Other suggestions from P&O include lim- 
iting berthing slots at Dover and Calais, the 
two main ports involved in the proposed 
metger, and cutting the nuniber of ticket sales 
booths. 

The group expects a decision in early 
October, but the P&O chai rman also vented 


his frustration at toe authorities’ delay in de- 
ciding on the merger, first unveiled dearly a 
year ago. They had had lots of tnaating s in 
Brussels and recently one with the UK’s Of- 
fice of Fair Trading, he said, but “otherwise 
we have been deafened by silence”. 

Hjs comments came as P&O unveiled a dip 
in profits from £135m to £l23m for toe six 
months to June, hit by a collapse into loss of 
the container shipping business, now merged 
with Royal Nedlloyd’s container operations. 
Now recovering. Lord Sterling said toe busi- 
ness could be floated in New Ycnjk if it could 
be enlarged. 

Profits more than doubled at Bovfe Homes, 
from £5. 9m to £13 Jm as margins rose on toe 
back of a 32 per cent jump in completions and 
a 6 per cent increase m house pikes. 

- Magnus Grimond 
Investment column, page 26 
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The big sis are to become the big five and 
in one fell swoop Arthur Andersen is top- 
pled from pole position. If this is allowed 
through without regulatory obstruction, 
it cannot be long before Deioitie “louche 
at the bottom of the pile is picked off too 
and the five will become four. Coopers and 
Price Vfeierhouse were trying to make light 
of it ail yesterday (no cost -cutting and no 
redundancies involved), but if nobody very 
much is complaining too much yet, it is 
hard to believe this can long remain die 
case. 

One of accountancy's professional 
bodies, the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants,’has already come 
out agin, as have some' of the other big 
practices, while the constituents of the 
FTSE 100, half of whom will be audited 
by this new accounting behemoth once the 
merger goes through, are almost bound 
to kick up a fuss if they believe the mar- 
riage might lead to higher audit fees: 

These, the two partners are swift to tell 
us, are under severe pressure and now- 
days barely compensate for the risks of be- 
ing sued for negligent work. Even so if the 
competition authorities in either Brussels 
or ftfeshingion are persuaded that the 
merger will limit the choice of audit 
partnership and drive up fees, they may 
be tempted to block the road. 

In some respects aU the affable Peter 
Smith at Coopers and his opposite num- 
ber, Ian Brin die at FW, are doing here is 
aping their own clients. They even use 
some of the same jaigop. Phrases like 
“global reach” and rU ~ 


are new so much part .of the new “big is 
beautiful" global corporation that It is hard 
to fault the people who audit these en- 
terprises for aspiring to the same thing. 
When all around you is going global, what 
choice do you have but to go global loo? 
Ail the same, there is a distinctly defen- 
sive feel about this merger. 

Furthermore, there is no evidence 
that expanding the audit base is going to 
lead clients to buy the other value added 
services the big practices offer - consul- 
tancy, tax planning, legal services and the 
like - in any greater quantity than they al- 
ready do. Arthur Andersen’s spectacular 
success in consultancy is largely unrelat- 
ed to its captive audit base. Messrs Smith 
and Brin die shouldn't have too much dif- 
ficulty selling this alliance to their own 
partners; whether clients too can be per- 
suaded is rather more doubtful. 

Dogfight with US 
set to rumble on 

Europe and the US may have settled for 
a score draw over the Bodng-McDonneil 
Douglas merger, but the dogfight over 
which side gives its aerospace and defence 
industry more back-door government 
support rumbles on. - 

The latest broadside comes in the shape 
of a revealing set of statistics drawn up by 
the European Association of Aerospace 
Industries. Its 1996 survey shows that 
whereas government contracts now ac- 


count for less than 30 per cent of indus- 
try turnover in Europe, the comparative 
figure for the US is 50 per ccnL 

Whilst Europe’s aerospace compa- 
nies have had to make their way by 
building up export and commercial aircraft 
orders. Boeing, Lockheed et ai still rely 
to a remarkable extent on Unde Sam ask- 
ing them to find ever more inventive and 
expensive ways of trashing the enemy. 

The ripple effects from the Pentagon’s 
astrono mi c procurement and research and 
development budgets are there to sec. Eu- 
rope might support its industries with stale 
aid, but the US government-funded mil- 
itary programme has spawned and sup- 
ported just as much industrial activity. It's 
a bit rich of the US to come over all in- 
dignant about state subsidies to industry 
when its own military programme is just 
a different version of the same thing. 

On a narrower front, the advantages 
of having a large and unfragmented 
home market and a single buyer to deal 
with are also apparent. The sheer scale of 
the US military machine makes it a po- 
tent force in export markets as well, which 
is partly why Europe ran up a 9bn ecu 
deficit in aerospace trade with the US in 
1996. 

The question is bow should Europe's 
aerospace industry go about rectifying the 
problem and overcoming its relative dis- 
advantage. Whingeing is all well and 
good but no amount of statistical evidence 
will c hang e the central thrust of US mil- 
itary procurement policy or the support 
the US gives its aerospace companies. 


The best riposte for Europe must be 
to take the Americans on at their own 
game. It would be too much to ask the 35 
EU member states to draw up a joint aero- 
space policy overnight. But the industry 
can help itself by ensuring that the pace 
of consolidation here matches that taking 
place in the US. That requires political will 
as much as commercial impetus. In par- 
ticular, the French need (o make a start 
by pressing ahead with the privatisation 
of Thomson and Aerospatiale. Without 
this. Airbus win never see the light of day 
as a single commercial entity, nor will the 
consolidation necessary in the defence sec- 
tor take place. 

No love lost in 
Care First row 

Broken promises, power struggles and be- 
trayal Who would have expected such 
things from a dear old nursing home com- 
pany? But there is undoubtedly a hum- 
dinger of a row going at Care First, the 
UK's biggest nursing home operator. 

The story is starting to look remark- 
ably similar to last year's Euxotherm 
saga which ended with institutional share- 
holders ousting die incumbent chairman 
and reinstating its chief executive Claes 
Hultman. like him, Chai Patel, Care 
First's chief executive quit after a power 
struggle with u chairman who can't let go 
of the reins. Like him, Mr Patel wants to 
come hack and has the support of a num- 


ber of shareholders who say he is the best 
thing since sliced bread. 

As if that were not enough, Mr ftitel 
seems to have the support of a large num- 
ber of customers too, some of who say he 
has vision and an unequalled under- 
standing of a particularly tough industry. 
And to top it all, he even has a reason- 
able level of support on the board. 

The genesis of this row is last year’s 
merger between Mr Patel’s Court 
Cavendish and Keith Bradshaw’s Takare 
to form the Care First combine. 

Court Cavendish was always probably 
the better company but it was not the 
biggest and it was never likely that Mr 
Bradshaw would yield the controls with- 
out a fight. In the end the two found it 
impossible to live together and as often 
happens in life, it was the better of the two 
that lost out. 

However the tide may be turning. Mr 
Bradshaw is looking increasingly isolated. 
Though he seems to have the support of 
the non-executive directors, some senior 
executives are threatening to leave. 
Promising to surrender his executive 
powers after a suitable alternative chief 
executive is found is no longer enough to 
satisfy those shareholder who want to sec 
the back of him. It might have worked at 
an earlier stage but it is too late for that 
now. 

Mr Bradshaw continues to insist that 
the majority of shareholders support 
him. Many don’t believe him. The moment 
must have come for the matter to be put 
to the vote. 
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Carry on scrambling: The Government has postponed a decision on reforming the August registration change 

Car registration 
changes postponed 


The Government has 
postponed a decision on 
reforming the annual 
August change to the 
car registration, forcing 
the industry to abandon 
its plan for a twice- 
yeariy number-plate 
change starting from 
next March. 

Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports. 


The car industry had spent 
much «r this year trying to per- 
suade the Government to back 
its plan fora bi-annual regis- 
tration change. The Stx*iely of 
Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) had expected 
to hear the decision Irwu the 
new Department ol Transport 
and the Environment in July 


and bad been repeatedly told 
that an announcement was 
“Imminent." 

But it emerged yesterday 
that the car dealers’ association, 
the Retail Motor Industry Fed- 
eration (RMI), was told a few 
days ago by ministers that the 
switch to a twice-yeady plate- 
change in March was no longer 
possible. 

At a meeting with Christo- 
pher Macgowan. the RMI’s 
chief executive. Baroness Hay- 
man, the roads minister, said 
she was “embarrassed” that the 
Government had still not made 
a decision. The minister added 
that March 1998 was now “off 
i he agenda". 

Mr Macgowan said: “This is 
a colossal setback. We are less 
than happy with the perfor- 
mance of government who 
claim to be close to business. If 
this is an example of being dose 
to business I shudder for the fu- 


ture." The SMMT is under- 
stood to have been given sim- 
ilar news in a telephone call 
from the department earlier 
this week. An official is thought 
to have confirmed that the in- 
dustry's solution was “not on”. 

The "SMMT declined to 
comment on the conversation 
yesterday, but a spokesman 
said the car industry was “very 
unhappy” at the situation. “We 
do not understand the delay in 
announcing the change when 
the whole industry is united. Vfe 
would say: please minister, tell 
us what the delay is for." 

The previous government is- 
sued a consultation paper on 
changing the system last De- 
cember and the RMI and 
SMMT responded in March 
with an agreed industry plan. 
Originally they bad recom- 
mended four changes a year to 
number plates, but re-grouped 
around the bi-annual change 


after concerns that the vehicle 
licensing agency, the DVLA, 
would not be able to cope. The 
existing run of letters would 
continue twice a year until the 
end of the alphabet. 

Coping with the August car 
bonanza costs manufacturers 
millions of pounds each year, 
to build up stocks of 500,000 
right-hand drive cars. Though 
a twice-yearfy registration 
change would have cost the 
DVLA several hundred thou- 
sand pounds, the industry had 
recently offered to fund the ad- 
ditional cost. But car makers 
needed a decision this month 
•to arrange their production 
schedules to meet a March 
deadline. 

Government* sources yes- 
terday blamed the delay on 
technical issues at the DVLA, 
but indicated that a reform of 
the system could happen later 
in 1998. 
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Exports recover from pounding 


Export oider* are beginning to 
stabilise after the hammering 
the} took at the hands of the 
strong pound earlier in the 

summer but they still remain 
weak, the Confederation of 
British Industry reported yes- 
terday. 

At i he same time, new fig- 
ures on money supply- mort- 
gage lending and cur output 
painted a picture of a relatively 
subdued economy. This con- 
trasts sharply with the retail 
sales and average earnings fig- 
ures published earlier in the 
week which pointed to the 
need for a further increase in 
interest rates. 

The CBi’s latest monthly 


trends inquiry shows that the 
balance of manufacturer* re- 
porting lower-t ban-normal ex- 
port order books has unproved 
slightly from 37 per cent in Au- 
gust to 35 per cent in Septem- 
ber. Between the two surveys, 
sterling fell by 4 per cent 
against the German mark from 
DM3-01 to DM289. _ 

The CBI said that despite 
the decline sterling’s strength 
was continuing to have a damp- 
ening effect. Yesterday the 
pound rose by more than three 
pfennigs to DM2.8657 and 
broke back through 1 00 on the 
trade-weighted index. 

Sudhir Junankar, a CBI 
economist, said: “Although our 


survey shows export demand 
still to be weak there is just a 
hint from the figures that the 
sharp deterioration seen since 
June may have levelled off.” 

The survey also suggests 
that infla tionary pressures in in- 
dustry remain under control 
with price expectations at their 
lowest level for five years. Total 
orders weakened slightly in 
September, reflecting a slight 
moderation in domestic orders 
and leaving overall demand 
below normal for the sixth 
month in succession. 

Separately, government fig- 
ures showed that UK car pro- 
duction fell by a seasonally 
adjusted 1Z8 percent in the® 


months ended August. Pro- 
duction far the home market 
was down 19 per cent while ex- 
port output was down 7.7 per 
cent. 

Meanwhile broad money 
supply figures came in slightly 
below expectations, growing by 

J1 L6 per cent in the year to Au- 
gust and 0.7 per cent for the 
month. Bank mortgage lending 
was down on the six-month av- 
erage at £753m while the in- 
crease in total personal credit 
was its lowest since March. 
Figures from the Building So- 
defies Association showed net 
advances in August 20 percent 
down on a year ago at £9Q0m. 

- Michael Harrison 



Britain urged to be in EMU from the start 


Jacques Santer, EU president, 
yesterday called on Britain to 
join the first wave of European 
monetary union in IS months* 
time. He painted a glowing pic- 
ture of wbat monetary union 
could achieve for Europe as it 
moved into a new era and in- 
sisted it would start on sched- 
ule on 1 January 1999. 

Only one major decision 
remained, on who would be in 
the first wave, and Mr Santer 
said this would be taken next 
spring' during Britain’s six- 
month .EU presidency. The 
United Kingdom has an opt- 


oul So the decision is in the 
hands of Her Majesty’s gov- 
ernment, parliament and the 
people," he told an audience in 
Glasgow. 

“Naturally, we hope you 
will join us at the beginning or 
soon after. The time is right." 

Mr Santer repeated the im- 
portance with which European 
monetary union was viewed for 
a single market, saying: “I can- 
not imagine the functioning of 
a great internal market with 15 
member states and 15 different 
currencies.” He said monetary 
union would lessen currency 


uncertainty, enhance compet- 
itiveness, give a new interna- 
tional monetary role of 
“immense importance” for the 
EU and make Europe more at- 
tractive to inward investment. 

He said there was cause for 
optimism as the EU ap- 
proached the next century with 
its economies improving, pub- 
lic spending being disciplined, 
interest rates low and the sin- 
gle market being “battened 
down". 

But for the vision of a new 
Europe to succeed, it had to be 
able to create more jobs and 


there was a need for fresh ini- 
tiatives on this. 

The European leaders’ sum- 
mit in November would seek a 
targeted approach concentrat- 
ing on entrepreneurship, 
adaptability and employability, 
he said, adding: “Old-fash- 
ioned restrictive practices are 
simply incompatible with the 
needs of modern, mobile, in- 
ternational capital.” 

The EU president was ad- 
dressing a meeting of Scotland 
Euro pa, a body drawn from in- 
dustry and public hfo to promote 
Scotland's interests in the EU. 
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Buoyant Mirror Group predicts 
overhaul of media ownership rules 


David Montgomery, chief 
executive of Mirror Group 
(above), is confident that the 
Labour government will 
undertake a ‘major overhaul’ of 
media ownership legislation 
before too long. And, as 
Cady Newman reports, the 
company is hopeful of a better 
deal under the present 
Government than under the 
previous administration. 

After announcing a 12 per cent increase 
in profit before tax and exceptional to 
£43. 7m for the half-year, Mr Montgomery 
said: “Before the turn of the century, pos- 
sibly, there will be a major overhaul of me- 
dia ownership rules. Some restrictions may 
be lifted” 

In an attack on the Conservative's 
media policies, he added: “We don’t ex- 
pect any favours from the Labour ad- 
ministration, but we do believe there will 
be fairness in a wry there wasn't with the 
Tory government.” 

Current media ownership legislation, 
enshrined in the 1996 Broadcasting Act, 
prevents newspaper groups such as Mir- 


ror Group that control 20 per cent or more 
of national newspaper circulation from 
owning terrestrial radio and television sta- 
tions. Mirror Group could not, for ex- 
ample, take over Scottish Televirion, in 
which it has a 20 per cent stake, under the 
existing rules. 

A spokesman for the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport said yesterday 
that ministers had “no plans at present” 
to change the media ownership laws. 

For the six months to the end of June, 
Mr Montgomery said profits had been 
helped by a “strong performance from our 
core newspapers”. The relaunch of the 
group's flagship title. The Minor , enabled 
the title to notch up a 0.5 per cent gain 
in market share against its main rival, the 
Sun , for the January to Jane period 

The Independent would enter into prof- 
it next year, Mr Montgomery said Mir- 
ror has a 46 per cent stake in The 
Independents owner. Newspaper Pub- 
lishing. Operating losses at Newspaper 
Publishing fell by 32 per cent, compared 
with the same period last year. 

Growth in advertising revenue also con- 
tributed to the profits improvement. 
Classified advertising was particularly 
strong, increasing by 24 per cent. 

The interim dividend is Up, up from 
1.35p. 


Wm Morrison banks on 
Midland for expansion 

William Morrison, the supermarket chain, unveiled plans to ex- 
pand its financial services joint venture with Midland Bank by 
eventually installing a bank in the majority of its 83-strong chain. 

It has already opened four in-store banks and plans to open another 
five by the end of the year. The group is also creating^, 400 new 
jobs as part of a £200m investment programme. It has opened 
two new stores so far this year and plans to open another eight 
by next summer, including its first rites in the south of England - 
Morrison announced an 11.8 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£61. 7m for the six months to 3 August. 

Daiwa raided over ‘pay-offs’ 

Authorities in Japan raided Daiwa Securities as a scandal over 
pay-offe to a gangster widened to enmesh Japan’s second-largest 
brokerage. Some 100 investigators entered Daiwa’s headquar- 
ters in Tokyo seeking evidence that it paid ¥67J28m (£345,000) 
to the alleged corporate racketeer Ryuichi Koike, prosecutors 
said A spokesman for Daiwa said: “We are taking the situation 
gravely and intend to fully co-operate with the authorities.” No- 
mura Securities and Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank have already been 
charged with malting illegal payments to Mr Koike. 

Whirlpool to axe 4,700 jobs 

Whirlpool Corp announced substantial organisational changes, 
including the loss of 4,700 jobs in Asia, Europe and North Amer- 
ica. The company said it planned to increase efficiencies in its 
European operations through product consolidations and facil- 
ity closings, while seeking strategic alliances or other alterna- 
tives for two Chinese joint ventures. In connection with these 
changes in its overseas affiliates, foecompany said it expected 
a pre-tax charge of about $350m (£217m) in the third quarter. 

British Borneo advances 

British Borneo Petroleum Syndicate was bullish about prospects 
as it announced an increase in half-year pre-tax profits from £8-lro 
to £8.9m. Alan Gaynor, chief executive said “We now have nine 
appraisal projects in the UK four development and three ap- 
praisal projects in the deep water Gulf of Mexico and hi gh qual- 
ity exploration acreage in both regions. These combine to provide 
significan t growth potential for British-Bomeo.” InterinKfividend 
is unchanged at lp. 

Breathing space for MMC 

The Government has agreed an extension of the tune allowed 
for the Monopolies and Mergers Commission to report-on the 
acquisition by National Express Group of the ScotRafl and Cen- 
tral Tbains rail franchises. The Department of Hade and lndus- 
tiysaid in a statement: “Following re presentations from the MMC 
that detailed and time-consuming route-by-route analysis of nu- 
merous overlaps between rail and coach services has been en- 
tailed in both inquiries, Mrs Beckett [Trade Secretary] has 
concluded that the reporting period should in both instances be 
extended to 3 October.” The MMC was originally asked to re- 
port on the acquisitions by today. 


Sun Life to join Footsie 
after shares soar 


Sun Life & Provincial Holdings, 

the UK’s third -largest life and 
pensions group, is set to enter 
the FTSE 100 after a 30 per cent 
rise in its share price. Andrew Verity 
reports on a company that defied 
predictions that a merger of its 
subsidiaries would affect sales. 


Sun life & Provincial wfll enter the top 
100 companies in the UK next week with 
a market capitalisation of £3.3bn follow- 
ing the completion of a merger between . 
its two main subsidiaries, Axa Equity & 
Law and' Sun Xjfe, and a dramatic out- 
performance of the market rince flotation 
last year. 

Chief executive Mark Wx>d said much 
of the rise in share price, to 419p compared 

with 307p on flotation, was due to track- 
er funds scrabbling to buy the small free 
float of shares available to outride in- 
vestors. Parent company Axa UAP owns 
72.4 per cent of the equity but plans grad- 
ually to sell itsstake until it is left with a 
65 per cent share. 

The share price rose 8p yesterday on 
the bade of pre-tax profits up 17.2 percent, 
to £121 Am. The company boosted its in- 
terim dividend to 3.8p from a pro forma 
334p at die time of flotation and predicted 
a full-year payout of 11.4p. 

Mr Wood confirmed the company 
would have to shed some of its 7,500 staff 
as it restructured. Most are expected to 
leave voluntarily but same compulsory re- 
dundancies may be considered. 

• Hp said: “We have given ourselves two 
years to achieve the bulk of cost savings. 
Given our current staff turnover and foe 
changes we have planned we hope there’s 
no need to impose compulsory redun- 
danrieson any scale. 

“But if we find ourselves with a very 
small team of specialist people in a loca- 
tion and can’t oome to an agreement, then 
we may have to look at that.” 

The merger of Axa Equity & Law and 
Sun Life has ge aerated fears, especially 
among staff at Asa, that they may be 
forced to leave or switch to a different role. 


Low morale is understood to have af- 
fected new. business figures, leading both 
Sun Life and Equity & Law to be left be- 
hind in foe - selling bonanza enjoyed tyri- 

vals in foe first half of this year. 

Sun Life, usually one of the countty’s 

most popular offices among independent 
finan cial advisers, sold less regular pre- 
mium business between January- and 
June than ft had in the first half of 1996. . 

The Equity & Law side of foe business 
saw- more robust sales with a rise of 10 per 
cent in premiums to new policies. But it 
fell behind other life offices whidi saw sales 
of life assurance and pensions booming 
by as much as 30 per cent. - - 

Sun Life and Axa Equity & Law will 
operate as one company blit with two 
brands. Sun Life will keep its name while 
Equity .& Law will become Axa Life. 

UAP Provincial, a general insurance 
subsidiary which used to be-part of Sun 
Life, wil] merge with Axa’s general in- 
surance broking arm, Axa Insurance, by 
1 January 1998. The company has an- 
nounced it will bring out Dew products; 
including pensions and life assurance, by 
-January for Axa Life. 

Parent company Axa UAP now claims 
to have overtaken Fidelity Investments as . 
the largest asset manager in foe worid, with 
£293bn under management. - : 

Lord Douro, Sun life &. Provincial’s 
rhair man. said: “Following the acquisition, 
completed on 9. September, the impera- 
tive for the enlarged group is to build on 
foe considerable skill of our operating 
companies. 

“We .are making good p rogress in in- 
tegrating the businesses and are confident 
of realising the value of the resulting sav- 
ings and efficiencies. We view foe future 
with confidence and enthusiasm." 

The merger is structured as a reverse 
takeover, with French parent Axa taking 
lApS stake m Sun Life & RrovinciaL which 
in .turn buys some of Axa’s operations. 

- Sun Life’s with-profits fund will now 
be dosed to new business, leaving it with 
fre* assets worth hundreds of millions. 
However, Mr Wood squashed speculation 
that some of this might be handed out to 
policyholders. “We don’t regard our- 
selves as a windfall office,” he saicL . 
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Party 

MILBURNS 

Catering 

Milbums is one of the leading party caterers. 

We have the expertise and experience 
to organise any event from a 
small dinner party to a 
conference for 2,000 delegates. 

Among the 20 or so venues where we 
currently cater are 
The Pump Room and Roman Baths 
in Bath, 

foe Victoria & Albert Museum 
in Kensington 
and 

St. William's College next to York Minster. 
We can also 

come to your home or io your office 

Please telephone Rupert Gibbons on 
0171 5S I 2159 or mobile 0468 618702. 
Fax 0171 225 2357 
e-mail :-vanda@milbum.eo.uk 
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P&O disposals fail 
to bring cheer 


Lord Steriingyesterday made much of his 
revitalisation plan for P&O, whidi is sup- 
posed to raise return on capital at the ship- 
ping to exhibition centre group to 15 per 
cent But the City remains highly scepti- 
cal Although disposals to date are said 
to be running at £650m, investors have 
yet to see much of the cash. Indeed, gear- 
ing has risen from 72 to 80 percent since 
December. 

Meanwhile, foe much-vaunted merger 
between P&O’s ferry operations in foe 
eastern English Channel and those of 
arch-rivals Siena Line, intended to meet 
foe challenge of the Channel TUnneL has 
run into the bureaucratic sand. The 
omens are not good, given foe new 
Labour government’s apparent predflec- 


Bnt with foe group’s return on capi- 
tal unchanged at 10 per cent in the half- 
year and a barely covered dividend that 
has not been raised since 1990, Lord Ster- 
ling still has a lot to prove. 

Full-year profits of £335m would put 
the shares, up 11.5p at 679.5p, on a for- 
ward multiple of 17. ; 

A possible break-up value of 770p pro- 
vides some support, but otherwise they 
are unattractive. 


Albright scare 
heralds changes 


Albright & Wilson, foe chemicals group 
that puts the tang in COca-Cola and foe 
brightener in toothpaste, gave foe stock 
market a fright yesterday with news of 
what looked like a profits collapse. 


P&0: At a glance 

Martat value: £4.18bn, share price 579. 5p (+1 1 Jjp) 
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tion for blocking mega-mergers, such as 
Bass with Carisberg-Tetley. 

So the jump in results from foe P&O 
Ferries business, where profits leapt 
from £500,000 to flOm in foe six 
months to June, may prove a false dawn. 
The 57 per cent surge in freight volumes 
was all down to last November’s fire from 
which the Tbnnel has onty just recovered. 
With Eurotunnel getting bade into its 
stride and apparently unconstrained by 
normal financial considerations, P&O is 
under increasing pressure to slash costs 
on its Dover-Calais operation. 

The one merger Lord Sterling has 
pushed through so for, last year's link-np 
between P&O’s container business with 
■that of Royal Nedlloyd of Holland, has 
yet to prove itself. P&O’s share produced 
a £I.9m loSs in the latest figures, down 
from £20.9m when foe operation was 
wholly owned. 

A New York float is vaguely planned 
before foe end of foe century, and Bovis 
Homes in Britain should bring in £25 Dm 
when it launches on the UK stock mar- 
ket just before Christmas. 


The headline pre-tax number for foe six 
months to June fell from £32m to 
£l-6m, knocking 17p off the shares at one 
stage before the price partially recovered 
to 163p, down 4Jp on foe day. 

In feet foe results, which included a 
£27.Sm restructuring provision, are a 
welcome sign that Paul Rochelean, foe 
group's new chief executive, is already 
roiling up his sleeves to make some 
changes. 

The bulk of the provision is for asset 
write-downs to tidy up foe balance 
sheet, which should have no cash cost 
implications. However, some £5m is 
being set aside for foe closure of a 
sulphuric acid factory in Whitehaven in 
the UK which will mean around 70 
redundancies, and for another 30 or so 
job cuts outside the. UK That is not huge 
in relation to the group’s 5,000 staff 
world-wide. 

Otherwise foe underlying business 
looks in good heal th. Operating profits, 
excluding a £6m currency hit, rose 6 per 
cent to £39m on steady volumes. 

Margins in surfactants cleaning 


agents to yon and me and over one-third 
of foe business •- rose 2 percentage, 
points to 5.4 per cent as foe group 
shifted to more value-added structured 
liquids. Mr Rocheleau reckons there is 
scope to take margins in this business to 
8 percent in the short term.. Phosphates, 
used in detergents, took foe bulk of the 
sterling hit in Europe, but performed well 
in Asia and America. 

With minimal gearing and good cash 
flow, foe company has some £200m to 
spend on its plans for expansion in 
China and BrariL Wisely, given what can 
be difficult markets, foe group will start 
with joint ventures along the lines of its 
Mexican operation. House broker BZW 
forecasts profits of £63m for the foil year. 
Even though sterling will remain a 
continued pressure, a forward price-earn- 
ings ratio of 11 looks cheap. 

Buoyant housing 
boosts Wickes 


Not long ago Wickes was lurching from 
one financial crisis to another. Now, 
after a rescue rights issue, the DIY retailer 
looks to have returned to foe financial 
straight and narrow. It has off-loaded foe 
loss making continental European busi- 
nesses and the UK DIY market is being 
buoyed by foe housing market recovery. 

Wickes’ like-for-iike sales rose 12 per 
cent in foe first six months of the year. 
This sales growth, tight cost control and 
Lower stock holdings helped foe group to ' 
return to foe black at foe operating lev- 
el with a first-half profit of £5.9m. 

Wickes* new management team plan 
to kick-start its store-opening programme 
again in 1998. It is also embarking on a 
multi-million pound refurbishment pro- 
gramme to lift sales of higher-margin 
products. With margins of around 2 per 
cent against the industry average of 5-6 
percent, there is scope for improvement. 

Wickes’ shares rose 16J5p to 196p yes- 
terday on the encouraging results. Ana- 
lysts forecast current year profits of 
around £6m, ignoring the loss it made sell- 
ing foe European businesses. Profits 
should rise to £20m next year as foe re- 
covery continues and foe group also has 
£30m of tax losses up its sleeve. 

On these nnmhers foe shares look 
Cheap. But Wickes remains ai foe mer- 
cy of foe fickle DIY market. It admits 
that the housing market is already 
showing signs of slowing down. Andthe 
group hasn’t got foe fire-power lo sing 
it out with die likes of B&Q and Home- 
base if demand begins to fell and prices 
are slashed. Given foe potential prob- 
lems’ahead, Wickes’ share price looks 
about right. 


RMC cuts forecast 
for Germany 


Shares in RMC, one of ‘ 
Europe's leading 
suppliers of building 
products, were hit when 
it warned of a slowdown 
in German demand in 
the aftermath of 
reunification. The group 
also said sterling's 
buoyancy could cost it 
£30m in the full year. 
Magnus Grimond writes. 

RMCs forecast that German 
volumes would be down be- 
tween 4 and 6 per cent this year 
helped send foe share price 
felling yesterday, leaving it 
553p down at 9982>p. But Pe- 
ter Young, chief executive, de- 
scribed the market reaction as 
“quite ill-informed”, pointing 
out that RMC had leading or 
strong positions in a market 
which was nearly three times 
foe size of foe UK market 

He said foe decline, which 
had been anticipated, had been 
hidden in foe first six months 
of foe year by bad weather in 
1996 whidi disrupted normal 
operations from January 
through to April and meant 
RMC was comparing five 
months output this year with 
onty 25 months Last time. 

The fell- off in demand in 
Germany, RMCs second-most 


profitable area, comes as a 
huge surge in demand for 
everything from aggregates to 
ready-mixed concrete tails off 
in the wake of reunification. 
Housebuilding, which peaked 
at 600.000 a year two years ago, 
has fallen to around 450,000. 

Even so, Mr Young de- 
fended the group’s DM5O0m V- 
(£175m) project to buy and in 
effect rebuild foe Rudersdorf 
cement works 20 miles from 
Berlin in the old East Germany 
which has created one of Eu- 
rope's biggest cement produc- 
ers and is onty now building up 
to full capacity. 

“We bought foe business in 
1990 as soon as we could when 
the wall came down and in no 
way do I regret that invest- 
ment,” he said. Given foe im- 
pending move of foe German 
capital to Berlin, it was adja- 
cent to “the biggest bidding ate 
in Europe”. His onty regret was 
that others (fid foe same thing, 
leading to over-capacity in the 
east, he added. 

His comments came as 
RMC reported a 19 per cent 
rise in pre-tax profits toll 16m 
in the six months to June, 
which would have been a 30 per 
cent advance but for a £10m im- 
pact from translatingoverseas 
results. Assuming sterling re- 
mained strong, there would be 
a further £20m hit in foe sec- 
ond half, foe company said. 


Kwik-Fit expands in Europe 
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Kwik-Fit yesterday announced 
plans for a rapid expansion of 
its car repairs buaness into con- 
tinental Europe. Sir Ibm 
Farmer, the group’s chairman, 
is also considering setting up a 
breakdown service to take on 
foe Automobile Association 
and the RAG 

SirTbm said: “W: want to de- 
velop foe Kwik-Fit name. 
Kwik-Fit could lend itself very 
well to breakdown services.” 

Kwik-Fit's plans to take on 
the Hkes of the AA and RAC 
are still in their infancy. “The 
idea is jnst a twinkle in some- 
body's eye at the moment,” sakf 
Sir Tom, But he indicated the 
move was aserious project for 
foe group over the next few 


years. Kwik-Fit could use its na- 
tional network of centres to of- 
fera range of pick up and repair 
services. 

Meanwhile Kwik-Fit an- 
nounced an aggressive push 
into continental Europe. It is 
opening another 25 outlets in 
Holland and Belgium m the 
next six months to add to its 156 
sites there. Kwik-Fit is also 
planning to start up opera- 
tions throughout S candina via. 

Kwik-Fit has spent £14m on 
new stores in the past six 
months. 

The company beat analysts’ 
forecasts by announcing a 17 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits 
forthe half year to August. Its 
shares rose 23 5p to 308 Jp. 
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Airtours shares slump as directors take off for pastures new 



MARKET REPORT Shares of Airtours, the pack- 

aged holidays group seemingly 
stretching into the strato- 
sphere in the summer, dived 
63.5p to l,Q54p as the stock 
market fretted about more 
intense competition and senior 
management defections. 

At the height of the holiday 
season the shares were flying 
at l,240p. The departing ex- 
ecutives are directors of one 
of Airtours' UK subsidiaries. 
They are said to be Paul Evans 
and Steve EndacotL 

The two are joining the 
troubded Inspirations holidays 

group taken over by the Amer- 
ican travel giant, Carlson, for 
£42xn in July. It was something 
of a knockdown price with the 
US group paying 75p a share 
against the 152L5p peak hit last 
year. 

Airtours professed to be 
unruffled. A source dose to 
the company thought the 
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market “had grossly over- 
reacted" to the loss of the two 
executives. 

Still, the departure of 
Messrs Evans and Endacott 
comes at a time when the 
market is already a little 
apprehensive about Airtours* 
ability to withstand the price- 
cutting challenge launched 
last wc^ by Thomsons, the in- 
dustry leader. 

Second-placed Airtours 
has had an enjoyable run but 
the belligerent competition 
sparked off by Canadian- 
owned Thomsons could erode 
industry profit margins. First 
Choice, the third-large^, op- 
erator, which once resisted a 
I50p-a-share offer from Air- 
tours; was unchanged at 9&5p. 

The rest of the market was 
again in form with Footsie ris- 
ing 33.1 points to 5,046.2; the 
supporting indices also moved 
ahead. 


Firm Government stocks 
helped sentiment but there 
was once again evidence major 
investment houses were jock- 
eying for postions ahead of 
today's futures expixy. Market 
men would not be surprised if 
the end of the September 
series is a particularly messy 
affair. 

There are indications ma- 
jor positions have still to be 
covered and FVxxsie could 
experience a heady run, pos- 
sibly hitting apeak, ahead of 
the mid-moming expiry. 

7k tc & Lyle sweetened Sp 
to 4,1 24p on stories cash-rich 
Associated British Foods is 
thinking of taking advantage 
of the poor performing shares 
by mounting a bid. 

ABF already has extensive 
sugar interests 'and on the 
surface a strike at T&L would 
have difficulty escaping a mo- 
nopolies block. But there is a 


theory T&L has become so 
deeply involved in the broader 
world of sweeteners that a 
monopolies hurdle may not be 
insurmountable. 

. Rail track’s progress con- 
tinued with the shares getting 
nearer the 95 Op Pamnure Cor- 
don projection, up 35p to 
S44.5p. Allied Domecq, the 
drinks group, was another at 
a high, 4.5p stronger at 489p. 
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Standard Chartered, hit 
by Asian worries, rallied 41p 
to 85&5pwith Credit Lyonnais 
Laing saying buy. BOC, the 
chemical group, rase 27 Jp to 
l,104p on a NatWest Securi- 
ties push. 

Suggestions of a continen- 
tal strike lifted VVH Smith 4_5p 
to 3745p and Marks & Spencer 
put on 13-5pto609-5pon over- 
seas buying. Sears, figures next 
week, was again alone and for- 
lorn, falling lp to a 56-5p low. 

The strong pound took its 
toll of exporters with RMCs 
comments underlining the 
impact of sterling's squeeze. 
RMC fell 55-5p to 998-5p. 

PUkinglou. the glassmaker, 

attracted lumpy trading with 
deals clinched at 158-5p; the 
price ended off 3.5p at 153p. 

Protean, an engineer, is 
the latest on the under card to 
attract a bid approach. The 
shares jumped 45p to ISOp. 


Airtech, involved in mobile 
telephones, gained 13Jp to 
90p after moving into profits. 
The shares arrived at 68p. 

European Tblecom dialled 
a 24p advance to 269p, Chair- 
man ^hrren Hardy sold almost 
5 milli on shares at 235p; they 
were placed with institutions by 
Collins Stewart Datrontech, 
the computer group, gained a 
further 1 l_5p to 93p on share- 
buying by finance director 

Gerard Connolly. 

US bid speculation rolled 
Mourns, the tobacco machinery 
maker, 17.5p higher to 447_5p. 

Campbell & Armstrong, 
the loss-making specialist 
shopfi tier, shaded 0_5p to 45p 
as speculators grew impatient 
over the failure of the expected 
takeover bid to materialise. 
Last month a 10 per cent 
slake changed hands, with a 
company called SAS thought 
to have moved in. 


TA KING STOC K 

In busy trading steel mater 
ASW put on 8J5p to36p, 
highest since March, as 
stories flowed of a French 
bid. There was hopeful talk 
that Usinor SariJoi; sitting 
on 12 per cent, was planning 
to bid for this basket case 
of the steel industry, which 
lost £5L7m last year and 
a further £8-8m in the first 
half of this year. 

TVo years ago the shares 
were247p. 

Motion Media, the video- 
phone maker; returned to the 
fringe Of ex market after 
a £L5m cash raising exercise 
at 2Q0p. Surprisingly; the 
shares closed at only ISOp, 
a 25p gain from the suspen- 
sion price. 

MM’S videophones are doe 
to be launched in some 
Dixons stores before 
Christinas and Philips will 
shortly start to sell them in 
Europe. 
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City braces for a new order with advent of Big Bang 2 


The introduction of electronic 

order-driven trading of Britain's 
biggest stocks next month has 
been described as Big Bang 2, the 
most radical shake-up at the 
Stock Exchange for II years. 

Tom Stevenson, Financial Editor, 
examines die reasons for 
abandoning the current system of 
buy and sell quotes, the likely 
winners and losers and the 
impact of the changes 
on investors large and small. 


The threat to Liffe posed by the an- 
nouncement this week of an alliance be- 
tween the derivatives bourses in France, 
Germany and Switzerland was a timely 
reminder that London's position as the 
financial centre of Europe is Ear from 
assured. 

The danger is not just in futures and op- 
tions trading. No one is more aware of the 
need to fight off the competition than the 
Stock Exchange, whose system for trading 
shares is so popular, as one commentator 
pul it recently, that no other exchange has 
bothered to borrow iL 

Indeed, many American funds are de- 
liberately underweight in British stocks be- 
cause they resent the relatively high cost 
of trading here and what they perceive to 
he a clubby, old-school attitude that de- 
liberately sets out to exclude outsiders. 

As part of a bid to ensure that attitude 
does not drive more business elsewhere, the 
Exchange wQl next month push through the 
most radical change in share trading for 1 1 
years, when the introduction of order-dri- 
ven computerised dealing will alter the way 


Britain’s largest and most liquid stocks arc 
bought and sold. 

The shake-up has been called Big Bang 
2, and rightly so - the revolution is Likely 
to be as far-reaching as its predecessor in 
1986 when floor trading was abolished in 
favour of a screen -based version of the old 
jobbing system. 

From 3) October, trading in Britain’s 
largest 100 shares win switch from the Ex- 
change’s Seaq quote-driven system to the 
completely automated order-driven model 
used by many European bourses. The 
new system. Sets, w31 replace the current 
regime where market-makers quote in- 
vestors firm prices at which they will buy 
and sell shares. Instead, brokers will input 
orders directly on to a computer that will 
automatically match buy and sell orders. 

So, for example, an order to buy 100,000 
I Cl shares will be posted on the screen un- 
til it has been matched by sell orders at the 
same price. If there is an offer to seD 50,000, 
the buy order wQl stay posted until other 
sell orders for, say, 40.000 and 10,000 shares 
are placed. The broker will have no idea 
who be is dealing with untD the transaction 
is completed. 

That may sound like no thing more 
than a technical difference in the way deals 
are done, but market players have no doubt 
that it will radically change the way the Gty 
operates and make it much more compet- 
itive. One recent report estimated that 
transactions costs could fall from 0.6 per 
cent of the value of a deal to jnst 0.2 per 
cent. 

The chief executive of one large bank’s 
equity dealing division, described the in- 
troduction of order-driven trading as “the 
biggest change since Big Bang- it will lead 
to a sea change in working practices 
among firms and their clients." 

It is also likely to boost volumes sub- 


stantially as the scope for automated pro- 
gramme trading is explored. 

To begin with the new system will apply 
only to the laigest shares, but there are plans 
to roll h out to indude the nest 250 biggest 
stocks and beyond. ■ 

Even restricted to the FTSE100 index, 
the new system could apply to the lion’s 
share of dealing in London. 

The fact that the Exchange has reached 
final testing for the new system at all is an 
achievement that many would have bet 
against only recently. After a series of re- 
cent fiascos, the success of Sets is crucial 
to the credibility of a City institution that 
has been the object of more than its share 
of ridicule over the years. 

The collapse of the Taurus paperless 
trading project showed how fraught with 
problems large computer systems of this 
kind can be. That debacle cost the job of 
the Exchange’s then chief executive, Peter 
Rawlins. 

His successor, Michael Lawrence, fared 
no better, brought down by the abrasive 
manner in which be tried to push through 
the early stages of the order-driven project 
against the wishes of the City’s powerful 
market-makers who stand to lose more than 
anyone from its introduction. 

Brin g in g the likes of Merrill Lynch. 
BZW and NatWest Markets on board is ac- 
tually the biggest achievement of Gavin 
Casey, the current chief executive. There 
may be rumblings about the desirability of 
order-driven trading, but all the big play- 
ers accepted long ago its inevitability. 

It is easy to see why the market-mak- 
ers should be ambivalent about the new 
regime. Fund managers are unlikely to be 
willing to pay large commissions to brokers, 
whose sole function now is to input a me- 
chanical order on a computer keyboard. 
They will demand bargain basement deal- 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



Nice to see that entrepreneurs 
are not driven solely by money. 
As well as the chance to 
become multi-millionaires, 
managements buying out their 
companies have the chance to 
win the Cartier “venturer of the 
year" award. 

This year’s lucky recipient is 
Julian Blogh, a 53-year-old 
Irishman with a string of aca- 
demic qualifications ranging 
from Russian to radar. 

Once a toiler at TI, he saw 
the possibilities for the de- 
fence business he was running, 
but was blocked from buying it 
out when it was put up for sale. 
Not one to give up easily, he re- 


signed from the engineering 
group and organised his own 
buy-out with backing from Phfl- 
drew Ventures. 

The rest is rather- pre- 
dictable. The company. Ultra 
Electronics, quadrupled in size, 
profits rose more than 16 times 
and a year ago the group float- 
ed on the stock market capi- 
talised at over £160m, only to 
see the shares rise a further 25 
per cent since. 

But it was not his ability to 
make pots of money that won 
Mr Blogh the award (a Carti- 
er Pasha watch and a Cartier 
pen). Rather the judges were 
looking for his “substantial 


contribution to the economy, 
employment, innovation", plus 
his sound financial perfor- 
mance, return to backers and 
“overall consistency”. It just 
goes to show that entrepreneurs 
are all heart really. 

Dick Saunders, press secre- 
tary to Norman Lamont when 
the pound was kicked out of the 
ERM and the Chancellor sang 
in his bath, is on the move 
again. He is leaving Labour 
peer Lord Hollick’s United 
News and Media to become a 
director of Anthony Cardew 1 s 
eponymous upper-crust PR 
agency. It wfll not be a complete 
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New for okfc Electronic trading (left) takes the Exchange another step away from traditional trading on the floor 
(right). Although the changes are not being universally welcomed, the new system strengthen’® London’s position 


ing commissions for simple deals and if in- 
stitutions -turn to the new system in large 
□umbers because it turns out to be much 
cheaper, it could leave many dealers with- 
out a role. 

That doomsday scenario is by no means 
certain, however, because order-driven 
trading its limitations and it is stiD not 
certain how many investors will choose to 
use ft. About 50 per cent of bargains would 
put London on a par with overseas elec- 
tronic exchanges. 

Its main drawback is that it does not 
allow fund managers to offload risk entirety 
as they do when they sell large blocks of 
shares to market-makers. Because their 
whole order is posted on the screen, buy- 


ers can in effect see them coming and there 
is a danger the price could move against 
them. Many investors will choose to have 
their larger deals worked for them off-mar- 
ket by their broker. 

Others unlikely to welcome the changes 
with open arms indude small private in- 
vestors, who could find themselves paying 
extra for small deals, which the new system 
won’t accommodate. 

.Sets will only deal in lots of 1,000 or 
more (500 for stocks costing more fean5G0p 
each). That will also hit smaller brokers; 
much of the low margin retail business will 
simply be dumped together and dealt with, 
by tiie bigger players who increasingly are 
expected to dominate the market 


Stock Exchange members are taking the 
new system extremely -seriously, spending 
millions of pounds installing new systems.' 
Datastream/ICV has been successful sell- 
ing off-the-peg systems to smaller players, 
while RoyalBlue, which floated recently, has . 
been the preferred choice of some larger 
players who have required tailor-made soft- 
ware for their more complex needs. 

What is now certain is that the system 
will go ahead and London's position will 
be more secure as a result — 

Once people have got used to working 
with the technology rather than against it 
the changes brought by electronic trading 
could be more explosive than Big Bang 
itself. : 
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parting of the ways, however, 
since Cardew & Co already 
handled the United account. 

“Dick brings a wealth of ex- 
pertise and a new perspective 
to Cardew & Go,” says Anthony 
Cardew, the ogar-pufiSng chair- 
man. You could say that. 
Whereas Mr Cardew is to be 
found as often as not in his early 
morning bath at the Reform 
Chib, Mr Saunders graduated 
from Trinity College Cam- 
bridge with an athletics bine to . 
match his double first m 
mathematics. • ..v 

At last the puff of white smoke 
from Stanhope Gate that the 


world of corporate governance 
has been waiting for. 

' Sir Christopher Harding 
has been given the unenviable 
job of chairing GECs remu- 
neration committee. In his 
other job as non-executive 
chairman of insurance group 
Legal & General, Sir Christo- 
pher took borne £120,000 last 
year- modest by the standards 
of GECs£2m-a-year managing 
director George Simpson. Sir 
Christopher was already serving 
on the committee so bad" a 
hand in the super-options 
scheme which so enraged in- 
stitutional shareholders at the 
annual meeting this month. We 


wait to see what effect, if any, 
the burden of chairing the oom- 
miUee produces. 

With £6bn of its £56bn under 
management coming from 
clients of its operations in 
Japan, Australia, the -US and 
France, Gartmore has ap- 
pointed a head of its overseas 
businesses. Chris Russell is to 
join Gartmore in November 
from Jardine Fleming in Hong 
Kong and wOl report to Andrew 
Brown, joint chief executive. 

Anthony Nelson, former Min- 
ister of State for Hade and In- 
dustry and Economic Secretary 


; vi.-:-’-' ; • 

to the Heasuiy, has bounced :: : 

bade from the Tbry drubbing in •» j 

May.FromOclober, Mr Nelson, ; . 'J ■ 

49, will be managing director of 

European investment banking 

at Salomon Brothers, where. 

be is expected to oversee the US j sw* 

bank’s expansion on fee Con- j ^‘.Ir*** 

tinent Mr Nelson was an MP ’ 

for 23 years before retiring at 3 .„ 

the last ejection to “resumehis- ; 

business career”: Before feat he ' * C .1 . . 

worked at NM Rothschild. He -i pr . *-• * ; 

was at pains yesterday to point v • - - 

out feat 'the Advisory Commit- ■ j-- ■ 

tee on Business Appointments . jt.v'rV- ,1 

had given fee green light to his 1 ■ 

appointment A chap's got to be * ; . 'I' 7 :*;’.;. 

so careful these days. * '* « • ■ 
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Injury forces a sudden end to Eddery’s season 


Just five days after riding 
the 4,000th winner of his 
career in the St Leger, 
the champion jockey, Pat 
Eddery, has had to give 
up riding for the rest of 
the season because of a 
back injury. His absence 
.raises the intriguing 
of whether 
Fallon will be 
reinstated on board the 
champion filly Basra 
Sham, writes John Cobb 


Anyone who witnessed Pat Ed- 
dery pushing and cajoling Sil- 
ver Patriarch to victory in last 
Saturdays St Leger would 
scarcely believe that the jockey ' 
was in pain and had been for 
most of a season in which he has 
ridden 116 winners. Anyone 
who saw the determination in 
that ride wffl know, though, that 
Eddery, despite his 45 years, will 
be back in the saddle next year. 

Eddery is out for the rest of 
this season, though, and must 
thus relinquish his champion 
jockey’s title to Kieren Fallon or 
Frankie Dettori without a fight. 
In truth, barring accidents to 


both that pair, Eddery was not 
going to make up the 40 winners 
that separated him from Fallon 
on the leader board. 

Eddery’s back problem dates 
back toa ride at Nottingham in 
April. He will undergo an op- 
eration in the winter but intends 
to be fit for the opening turf 
meeting of 1998 in March. 

“1 saw the doctor this morn- 
ing and be said I have got to 
have an operation." Eddery 
said yesterday. “1 damaged a disc 
and the problem has been there 
for a long time. It’s not painful 
when I ride but there are some 
good days and some bad days. 


“The good thing fs that it has 
come after the Leger -it would 
have been a big blow to miss 
that, m be back next season.” 

Eddery's spell on the side- 
lines will prevent him from 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Knobbteeneeze 
(Ayr 5.00) 

NB: Flow By 

(Ayr 2-30) 

teaming up again with Bosra 
Sham in next month’s Cham- 
pion Stakes at Newmarket Ed- 
dery won the Group One 
contest on the filly last year and 
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NEWBURY 


HYPERION 

2.10 Generous Embrace 4.10 Siberian Mystic 

2.40 Conon Falls 4.40 BLEWBUHY HILL (nap) 

3.10 MtUftrfx (rtb) S.IOGhallb 

3.40 Duck Row 


GONG: Good to Firm. 

STALLS: Straigtt course - stands side; rotnd course - Inside. 

DRAW ADVAffTAGE: «Qh tor St to 1m on toregftt couraa 

• Lett-Hand couse. 

• C»«e b souttveeat of town near A34, Ral station (service from London, P»dr*OQ- 
nnj acjotns oourea APABSSKMfc Membara CK; TSOereafa £8; Sflwar F9ng £4 [QftPs halt 
pricej tawnpartod 17-yeaHtte or inter free si endosms. CAB PARK: Free; Picric 
“v® 0* per car pfcs B* per person or £5 par car plus £5 per person 

• LEADING TRAINERS; P Chappie-Hymn — 38 yrtnrers trom 170 nmners givee a 
success ratio of ZZA%: J Goarfen 38 from 140 £5.7%); R Harmon 28 trrxn 445 

J Dunlop 23 fr om t8 7 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Raid 57 whs from 308 rides gives a success redo of L 

Oanul 40 from 23fi (208%); Pat Eddery 34 from 304 T Qotam 31 trom 265 m 7 %L 

• FAVOURITES; 305 wins in 603 races (34,1%). 

BLINKERED FIRST THE: Desptna (5.6L 
WWNERS M LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nona 

LDNCHNSTANCE RUNNERS: Welcome Sweat £6) has been sent i« mias by J Whw- 
Ion from VfalthOT on ttw Wcteto. LalcaateraHra 


FORM GUIDE 

Jamas Tbter continues to fine torn? - Mach Sar was another wtnsr lor Mn at Ykraiouth 
on Vltatoasday - and he has not dfegused he high opinion of DUCK ROW, who b in 
Ihe same owneraNp ss the smart Teapot Row; who won on Ns debut si i4-\ b skkig 
wfm the son of Weals the hope bifae ground Isrrt too feat far Wm. Otecy Of Gr ow nor 
Is in an the top races and the smrieij newcomer Distant Ifirege ran wal tare yesterday, 
TlM» dam Abury mss meMy (SeappoMba but Gtay Ol Gromnor b aura to go dose 
and he gats the vota from our Lamboum man over PbU Cote* wry easy soft -grand 
Ybrk <tt«w taring World. QrtMAsmaenco. thrashed by Settoen « Asea. b out to 
boost the unbeaten ®y £tat* who bear f*n tn the Mbstagsan Singer ham. Ha stnukl 
be sused the eDdraturiang snd Ns tom was made to took beoer when Ctty Honours 
(tenth to Bari) won at Doncaster nwt time Blueprint comas from a cradchg tartly 
tatekiprow on to data hare baMtoMo/idooh though fw cannot ben OufetAe- 
wence on a frte through Probe, second to Msriroob and ihen pipped by C#y Honcam 
at Doncaster. Selection: DUCK ROW 


TTrSI WILLIAM HILL SILVER CLEF (LADIES) EPCAP [popo 
LlLiri (CLASS E) £6^)00 1m 4f Penalty Vtfue £4,709 r™ 


0~ lOl HMV STORES NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,500 
_ . i _ l added 2YO 7f 64yds (round) Penalty Value £5,81 


£5,865 
MIMMtSB 
— P Fttataora (7) 9 

JdWaa 



added 2YO 7f 64yds (round) Penalty 

1 1455)4 NWS BRAVE n (JK SMB Meehan 9 B Bed 

2 40162 HASTBt HAC (USA) pS) (D) (BF) (G frita) R Af0tuSI97 

3 51 BUUKW(t4)<Wj£r«fctf SHteBS 

4 0B VBD0SE SUNSET pi) (JRQiddetAJWsrM SB 

5 51 GEWR0US EMBRACE (22) (Retard Seen AMteMBd 66 j Raid 5 

6 00 SUM£Y SEEKS? (25) p) A»s J U iwes) U Cfsmji fl tf (.Dettori 1 

7 00465 WMBI FORCE m(BTAttarbcra<hlGBattTg80 PP Monty 0)11 

8 164000 BALLET RAMBERT 68) (lkaJVbn)MhtadDrvEfe 8 6 KFM»2 

9 500 DARMG FENS (S9(CUHama4R Harmon B 8 TOtt*7 

6 0540 FROUCXOIQ (171(0 Self) JDutopBB ,T8pretol7 

It 0665 ACaOTESTfll) (D) (AJtfeVPafrcW WLAA07. 

B 34500 MK3HlYHAaC(11)(RJlny)liteNDiafeUS5 

B 5502 SANTA COURT (17) (p&CHokta)RDckn 81 

M 238028 l*W!fflSALWOTflO)(l*tesriCtritrt«»Tf^C,torwsBl 

t> 306 FANMNG (17)(JanasVttMra) WBtand«ti7B 

* BtUO BLAND GW. (49) ptyBanflelcO D Atari* 712 J< Adana 13 

17 00004 ARaaefTAmE (17) (TH Martin) SDw*T 10 P Doe (7)3 

-17dKtaad- 

Mranum wM*r TO 10b TMnsndcdpitolghCAnsicrtoM7»7b 
BETTMG: 4-1 BuMon. 5-1 Ganerou* Embrace. W Mm’s Brew. 8-1 Data Naas, 10-1 Add Ttot, 
Baflat Rawbaq 11-1 Soitoy 8— Itto 12-1 Retelttaftltomr Mac, WlramiftiwL 1»1 Uatmr- 
sal Lad* 18-1 Aigunsriatte Owning, Santa Cout Mtoar Foma. 20-1 often 
Iflflt BeiParwtae 96 T Oiinn B-1 (PCoh) dawn (1)12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Oaring News is Interesting *i this weary- (he coftbebg the ante suvwor tarn Richard 
Hamorfc Bm anlrtn Butthamtfn dtoice bGSSIOUS BCRACE. adautftorof Cedsaux 
Genereus so 8<aty to dp mwi batisr on ttto tetar graund altar her UngjlBld etakrnr (BQ 
win hom Just Another Tima Ctafcned out of Derid SnuorOto yard for CatOOO by Mchaal 
Bel, Generaua Emtxace has Hie same partner (John Reid) and members of her hardy 
rid wel over tfite trip Kim's Brat* b InystMig and faBowed Mb Bath nsvery wto with 
a fourth of 21 to Lend A Hand at Doncaster. He rid haw a good (few at Tbwn Moot 
though atS has a mck-strid chance hare non w*h the trig weight Add That, tour lengths 
befwxf Khft Brew to Bam. b 7l> baner ett but an ouHde Ow seta rtm rteak ftlor 
to Bath, Kknb Brew was short of mom and fifth to Outsourcing at Newmartat Batlat 

RambarL just two bngthabohhd him In aewnih, enjoys an lib prf end agafci has Ktatan 

FMon ahoani Barry f«a does wal h those ataytog nusertea and Bulkm. who was en- 
tered for the condmona race at an, is a My who won ki ^eet style tram second-raters 
at Haddock. She* takB some beefing H she copes aa wel wtth thta faster ground. IAbbp- 
tar Mae coridnt base Night Flyer at Epoam and thto colt was behhd Khto Brew at Don- 
caster; Reg Akahuret pun an apprentice i4> an Master Mac. which retoaaaa Seb Sandora 
tar Wrtoome S a n aaL who wants this trp Judged on We Mast (had to ZAne el Notttog- 
ham Sunloy Seeker, a wlmer on the sand at Southwel, made no shew behind Bcb- 
bydazate and Alter ^ The Rain «t NbwcbbUb- and that p er wer e others who finished behind 
(On's Brave at OoneastoR FtoHcUqg ran body to Fblkeatone bat rina. Satocttofi; GBI- 
EROUSEMBRACE 


00040 PUNKAH (JB^fMcCort Fine Maat^QlicCcut 41! 7. 
WXJ20 PROSPBW (M) (D) (UsGScnajnj Mn4P*nort<H 7. 
60340 OPERA fflJFF (25) P) p WWWson) Gay l'~clM«y6H 5- 
•5422B TWO SOCKS (22) (Us S Mafia) J King 4 n 3. 


OGDt- HmAYAXaAAH(357)(D)(ACwkbri)NBtolMa)51l3. 
505M MQNTECflBT0(a9nfTGUsa)RGMM411S. 


056 ShE5 > S7EALERpqfTAaoori)Rftaook91t2. 


1 ( 5)220 
tPwwflSiTJ 
>L1Uhn(5)1977 
wSSwnmthAM 
DfmJJOMS37S 
» R Rjwnp) 16 60 
■CNaWIIW 


4MD0 FRQ2BiSEA(USA)A<OriaPb1mMGEni(lt6llD Ita H Eorigyt (E) 14 7* 

(XX’422 GOLD BLADE (SZ)(D) (A OkflJFfcwcaB Btl Lytfia Paares 15 7B 

OOSIBO TASK CHW (IQ (DRSuton Ahead Shri^P Cdl 3 tl 3 MnSffiggtaalBtt 

MSB TTCR0UM)SllS(5q(D)(Lfid|jMrtian)RJH>tfSan8B2- 


lEJHoogMoelO 74 
J«wL Shawi 17 V0 

BOQOtt NORSONQ (31)(D)(T1wBdtoafManht4 J^hdustSBO JmASsoBBTS 


002250 R&tAAB (q fl*s J BLayaxS) MBBSandas4 B0.. 


303320 STALLS) (□) (MsPTVWaynf P Ybtayn 7 6 tL. 


B343D BfE2H)WHLp7)|WsHfto«VKWnBiae119tt. 

6526 POLE® QUEST (P) (Bf)^ Houston) J S Moos9 97. 
MB22 SUPBaaCX(JZ3)(D)f a»M WUA695- 


777 
277 

ifesSUoarngn 
Coedmy 13 76 


.MbaLGnwi^) 11 73 


001-20 SIBERIAM UYSnC (HQ (GMHiy&fMiaa)Plhiph|f495. 

66000 iwAmNDAWIt pi) (EQ (R E Ghtocrer) J AKduH 7 9 5— — XatoHBi(9120 

OSSOQf SABfT CB. (USA) (J132) (Tan Ftong) F jarSn 9 9 5 tteEJJonwfi- 

34000 DLMC0MBEHALL(4)FlMCyzH)CCyar4B4 UflS Bosfcy206T 

006020 STRAPS LEGACY 07) (D) (J EUnanai*) 0 Ajtrfrof 092 IAb J Moore 1 77 

- 22 dacbreri- 

BEnWG6-1MontoBM(vlMGoftlBtada»-)ltorea«W-10pMBri7,11-1Sbwbnll|nlfc;U- 
1 DVKimbeHM, Pmpara, aritad,TheRoreitoMA U-1 bwradHW, Ha»aVb KaMh,Sapwn**, 
Ttao Socks, 1M DM FTnan Sea Pariah, Tmk QM. 1S-1 SUM* Lag** 2M oMn 
1996: Dorito Bho B 9 12 Be Jam Houston 20-1 frf Befhai) riwn (5) 22 rao 
FORM GUDE 

Eve Johnson Hougfaon won thtebBlyw and her moirt today The BoundaUb probe- 
My Mad to atay to No t ttojui (2m) after wtoring a snwl race owr thb top at OM tar- 
Ick. Older hones often have an edge hthese type of races and wntog huriar SBBVAN 
MYSTIC tits the Mnicafy Brighton woiAf hare bean too aharpfer her tost time and her 
earfiar head delael by Keepatoca at SallBbwy puts her bong h the peture tor thb Ste- 
rrine v4i be no problem tor OuncwnboHei,v»imBr of a tv«Hriw from Rsd Raja at Rato- 
atone this month and below form behind Stoned knacUtota tfi Notthgham on Monday 
A taat-nn race auts Staled. wMb the pick of the tapwaights b Opera Buff, who haa 
won far an a pprenfto e and ItoedwHftK stiff Mate taking an Shaft Ol Light at Epsom tost 
tma Noreoog bat thari^it end of the weights and ehandcreJperi to confirm his win- 
r*ig Saasbuy torm with Two Sods, wfcfc Razee Sea can aiao be fancied to run wel 
after We ne e ded comabedt Mtempt aUCempton tfto month. 

SnlieSntr 3BS6AN MYSTIC 




COOPERS & LYBRAND HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8fi00 
added 7f 64yds (round) Penalty Value £6^88 

3COO WAYPOMrn^(a 4 (RRU«d 3 )RChBi«wi 4 flO T Chico 9 

0030- PRflHOUUM(»9(I9(narelLeeri0PHvs5B9 SHhl 

434300 STARTM3fT(USA) (21) (D) (R P B MdariSon) t Balcltu 6 9 9 Sttt*toatti2 

232TB JOflROOCS(USA)(27)p)pF)pU8ta^lBB*lng39a : — LDritori7 

SOS ALL IS BUR ( 8 ) (Mas KRaoriJ Sr UPraecotl 3 94 StondcrelO 


2.40 


TONY STRATTON SMITH MEMORIAL STAKES 
(CLASS B) £12,000 1m 2f Pen Value £7,437 


BBC2 


JRrid4» 


1 503005 A»WUCAJCTp!9(C)TO^Mara)BI«uy590 

? 640D0 CLAN BEN (52] (AngrottondMRcjH 04590 

3 n-386 PRQPSJflmE(USA)(120)(D)WJLaoefl»TWb*®0 

a -14303 CONONFAilSP2)(D)S«iihltohBn«rw4JGM0n3aiJ LDwtoriaii7 

5 1-3033 CRWSONTlDE(l4>pT5CCVA1^DJHb38B MWMSin 


-Mi 


_KWoo2103 
.Torino 1778 


BETTING: M Onrem Wa, M Crtasoe TMb W Prapw Bton, M Cton Bmi, 11-2 Abb* Ajaab 
,1996: no correspond^ «ea 

FORM GUIDE 

Crimson Tide, h one-tkne Darby hncy on eealy be fanciad own fito more sritable 
trb tolovring hw nm over a mle after hia layolt He Just Wad to bid snothre ’Beer at 
Epsom a f u t inH^C ago whan fiikd to Wfidieb - and the eeoend Aknushtarak booalad 
the torm with a Ooup Tfime wfci at Doncastar bst week, bit he has baendaappoM- 
ing to carry confidence at abort odds Proper Blue tart meed rinca • 
chwwe on hb Uated race win trom Mrifiootemd end Often Fm over ttto trip at Naw- 
morfcet bst badcancL Ammk Ajeeb has bean below per of tala, though he sm thkd to 
Ai-Royal n the Eart Of Serton nAprl Also, he meets CLAN BEN on t2to bettor farms 
convared to thek handtaap run behind Nmrtcsfey Hi ri Sandcwn. CMn Ban may nrt 
relish tat ground but thb trfc to In his favour (he was bariy riswn owr file ristance at 
Goodwood test tbna). Hb Sandcwm handtoap win (tn) IooIb al the betlsr after Arty 
Jones two subsequent wm Conon Fbfiahadaaaff to* agatoetSaknon LaddartoWfciri- 
sor last rim He was kwnd out to file Predomlnatt Stohea alhr hb maiden win and this 
may not be hb ground. Selection: CLAN BEN 


6 

9 r - 005 ANGB.CHItfS(2S){lQfGWp!bitoriGDdor)JBarta4B8. 

O 445200 BLEVfBWY WLLpi)(AP]^-lBSty)RJotnBcnHa4^9an387. 
055D2 BAK2HAF(UBA)(f7)(D)Pi%fflid<}QLM00m468.. 


44560 GOLDEN POLAO (USA) (t) (APGrffir^Gay KntewySBA—^ 
33703 SWORDAflt/ (2Bf (BF) (AEQpert&wr} RCterian 392 — 
0602 UARJAANA[1l9(C)(D)pAsDCSam«rti)PY4torjn48'B. 


— XM«3 
.TSpakal V 

Rfflafi 

J Stocks 


700000 snMrsaJ&T(B9VBkrmnai)DA4il)rot37V. 

- tt OedWrad - 


JRrid12 

ACbritl 

.JtoritoDuyarll 


BETTING MAflbFrir 1 MJorrw±s,1«WBypofct, 7-1 AngriCbtaet, 8-1 Itor^ana, B-1 Sword 
Aflw.1 VI Qokten Pound. W-1Bgphri.5torAtonL 16-1 PitoiotJra. 20-1 Pbri aay HB, BH Stofa 


o T nl PWJTGRAM MONSTER SALE STAKES (CWSS 
J' 1U 1 B)£l 0^100 ZYOfiRlesTf Penalty Vahie £6,192 

. omcKninill*Rll/nwniflrVwl4iMRn>ntnlft ... 




, l BLUE GafTlAN (USA) (|5J(D)(KAMJahJRO»toi BO LIMtod* 91 

2 00 AUABB-(USA)(1S)(QSaWntorilQetong6a HWhS SO 

3 HOLLOW HAZE (l»A) (RE Sangria) POmptoH^m 6 B -JW»- 

4 2 MGiJlRat15J(»8»GAEatito)M8toUB86 TCMnul TflS 

5 o TTYE(l5)(LadCamevcnjRHannaia8 KF4Boe2 - 

-sdwtored- 

9ETTING: 7-4 Hcriow Harv VI Btaa OwriiA « TV-1 !¥». W Anabrt 

1996: Etoto B B J Reri 7-1 (P aawte+t^riwnWa^ 

SritoromdSabburvfprm wasrawreedonlhetagtareurfacealSaiiitowno nYtodnea- 

dw rtwnNM Miwd fW NeM won In gp* styte. thus boosbngthe pmaperie 

ng to be a tog danget 


1996: DteBofi 7 1) 4 OAi» »2 (M Etomhwr} riwn (9 B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Awfiy Jane may hwe been lucky to be* Dente at Doncantar bat weak, but tho at* 
won (ha Cracker BcJteel at Aaxt o« ■ handfcap rattog of 96. Juet two bnofi* behhd 

har at Doncestor altor a Mow start wee ALL IS FAIR, who creid be a arip hare off har 

mark of B& AM b FUr *m a planting type at Iwo and that nm tt Deneasfei' wi how 
put her ap« on tor 1 Mb, Jonocka, winner ol strong hanricape over ttto tr*> ri Sandwm 
and Goodwood, dttrt gatthe best d rune at Newmarket bst Ume and the 2Jb drop wM 
be a ha|p He b riri 7b faghar than to Goodwood but retos a threat to the hands of FmnMa 
Dottort Roger Charlton runstvwj here. Waypoint is 8b higher for hb course wfci trom 
Shattertog Sky but wan beeton only flw tar^tti* h the Stowarctf Cup. The eoft grouid 
feuid t*n out to Safcfarey lasttimfli in which race IBBfwma flnbhed second to La Uoriria. 
Sword Arm b the other Bec kh a m pton runner - the gettig tootong baroabto with hb 
wra betog gotoed over a mla. Golden Pwaid mbs beetarr n aewn-torktoB races tost 
term but cannot be rriad out tolar fine efforts in decent sprints to Hpan and Goodwood 
- toe latest bst Betuday whan arty tour lengths off WWvrood Ftovw. Keren Felon hes 
the more* Benzhat worid eeem to tece a atom tori altar feSnQ to beat Victory Tsam at 
Fobestone last time, but Prtmo Lara was very sman reer this bis tato year with three 
wlna and tom a ateble that can get them ready 

Selection: ALL 8 FNR 


[F? B 1 AMERADA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 0} £5,000 added 
L r^r rJ 3YO 1m (straight Penalty VWue £3,747 

1 0 BOB KNOWS (iq lAHwricr^ RJdraEnHojgrtDn 90 JRrifill 

2 2 BMGAM) (IS) (SheHi tohamred) D Letter 9a KRriBnZ 

3 GHUJBptomrinNktaicuneWRHameo RH»»9 

4 263 lAWC^ftordanAIIMtounflCJBwBtesdBO- 8S»oriw7 

- - - .... _.GMnd 10 

— LDWtorfJ 

U«>4 

— C bears 


3 LflM (USA) (46) (NKhosFwrfi))l*sJCBCl9D. 

M M0UNrH0LOf(USA)(11fl(3hriiilAdannw( JGowton90. 

PRfflEOFNAItWK (AWBoon) U Cfanvn 90 

a BE5TBK»(1<9(UBeq)BDHCady89.. 


MOO l«PB«p 8 )(Ew'CwtoO 0 ^H Candy 69 
ELDBt HU. (W J Oorw D Mrris a 9 


00 EVBBffty(32)(BBonFCOppsntafcif IBOringSS 

2 STAR GAMBIT (USA) (2^(IAsVKntftPq«>T)RAkBlua 89. 
- 12 1 ‘ 


_N AdaawU B 

NDayB 

JHarttQDwjwl 
-TCWooB 


■ I r g r-g y i HAYNES, HANSON AND CLARK STAKES [i 

1 3.40 1 (CLA^B) £15,000 2 YO 1 m Pen lfahie £9,177 L 


BBC2 


" ss^sssw»ss»* 


Dritortl - 
Stoata* — 
TOrim; 82 


PCeteBK) 

bettoG: 7^ IRory Of Grom M Du* Roe 1 M OririAtaata 7-2 EreringWOrid, 20-1 

5S£^Sound6BWByaiiMltoUGo»dan)riawnW9rBn 


tt 

BETTING: 94 Brigand. 11-4 Mount Ho9*74GWib,V1 Sar QaraML 14-1 lew*. UanL 20-1 AO 
Kmma, Eridartoy, »-1 PMa Of NwvOc. 2V1 others 
189C Thatowede 8 0 L Dritorl T-i (Lad Hunfingrief ton TO -fi ran 
FORM GUIDE 

John Gosden hsri Rtaan Rarival spat on here yesterday tdoring a long layoff and 
MOUNT HOLLY, who haanT run shea Ms prambtog second to Unto Dora to Kempton 

In Mew blencied to return in sknfar styte. Brlgnid trade hb drijui to soft ^ound totori 

e Wight tgo end was second to a tear sort to Sotor Storm ahar making the TWrtnp. 
He b »efy to do better than the My Star Gambit, who ran very green whan second to 
Sceptre Lady to Sendown cai her debut Ghafib represents a Marie very nwh m form 
to the mom e nt Selection: MOUNT HOLLY 


RACING RESULTS 


AYR 

&O0: 1. KETTLESWGfDHcto^J^ 
2. Petty Cuisyfh U-1: *&**%&£} 

12 rert M |t fa« ButjIJMW WSSS" 

aaie |Sth> 'h. Mt < M 

lent 7bt»: £ 390 ; , 

0430. CSF: W34a THo: CgBOa A fter a 
stewards totmPlacW^^ . 
2S0-. 1. ARCTIC AIR 

8« Hall 33-1 : S- Rawrerior -oatot 1 ««l 

Yh. A iE Weymea. LeyOton)^*: 

C17Q C&30 C&a. DF; 882360 CSF: £1tod£ 

ns&u-Mii <Martn S2r^ 

tor: 2. ns AD Retatfvo 

Mtto'k t PBakfng.K^reo).^: 

tlXX. Cl3a CLtt £230 D F: 

C231t Trio: Cfit3GAftur 8 Stewards 

2 . Somwitr w-t; x 

W-1; 4. Gold Erifl* 

« Gorefriu 1 7». ’/-• (S Hattw«* 

J) TMK tflOT; ti7tl S 23Q. 

- ssaso, CSF: isaaa THcatt CL2S170 ™. 

CG4&7Q fffL Mungo R»rk, 

AOO: 1 . HEART OF GOtp 
KM: a. Royal Crown 7-1:3- 

Eftoaa Mt View Romera. 


4». 1. PHlLieST (LfaS A Sre y) T4-1: 
2. Mr FortywfnKa IB-1 ; 3. Fbrilekte 

7.i- A Bdd Buster 4-1 tot 20 ran. i A. a. 
pta L PBntot AwVfctt: 
kSo, C160. DF: E8S40. CSF: 52GS& Trio- 
m- Eteoatt Trio: ETY15Q 

*Ofci.oeSBBTSA«»pJor«won)KFi; 
2. RvefWd C-1: 3. tlmaufn Boy u-i i* 
^^V^M^lAyaglThbtt^aVA. 

tUss S J HriL fcfckflertsm). TtM £2730; 
^ ^ EMtt DF: CMOfla CSF: E117A3 
Tho: £23126 

Ptectoio 1 : E3W3DL Qu»5»«fflMa 

Piece Or. SBOrSB. PMeo 8: 

NEWBURY 

2 . 1 ft 1 .DRFONGpLFaton)e- 1 ; 2 .Dl»- 

tantitage W tw; 3 MulefltO* 17ta 

'u 'h. (H Ced. Ttowmerto^ Tbag S^g^ 
ti 5 Q ezao Orel Forecast: E72D. Compuv 
er StratoM Forecast D756. Trto: fSfXL 

Mftl - TOSIDOHAS (T CMrw) 8-1 : 2. 

«r»hl«n Story 11^23. Sweto 1-2 areri. 

Sht-hd. sM-hd (P CgtoW hefcombe pta 

tm 

SSSBWKSTtiVSS 

ssr-nt*: «*» 

rvtt^aet: £3«a Computer StotyK 

Forecast: E8Q1B. Trto: ESWa 


3M: 1. RUSSIAN REVIVAL (LDtforf) 
8-1; 2. Hfddarr M a e d ow R-2; a Centre 
State 9-SL It. ran. 7-2 tar BtotAbaadyapfty 
fs Th. (J Gooden. NBrnnafg^ fta £380: 
£22aEUQEUDOiaf(T3recast£23aOanv 
putv Strri^ Forecast: &452D -fito: LSZAG 
4.1(0 LJMJ8H p 1*8 9-1; 2. ttey Stool 
6-1 ; a Go Brittrerii 9-1^ 10 ran. 3-1 tar Shaft 
Of urea (5th> Th. I*/*. (E Dunlop. New- 
mam *** ETft £2SQ S300 BUO Dui 
Forecast EUStt Cearputeraraty* F««3tt 
hwm TricasC £45854. THm 53400a 

4.40: 1 . ARRIVING (U Harry) 16-1 ^Z. 
Shorire 7-1; a Yewre a sutrenu-^ aai- 
w Wl*l 20-1 17 ran. 7-4 fw Suntnre 

DB«e Ml 2 (J WLrenbauri). ta; 

£25a W5I1 £S9a Eaaa Dual Forecast 

fiBZOCI ComputtrStralgK Fbrecatt E1E23 

Tt frof ni«2fla. two: Esaaaq 

Jackpot Not won Pori of EWjtolTS canted 
(award to Newtvry today. 

Ptaeepoc £38460 Ooedpot E38SQ 

Race ft £32664 Pteco 5: 6226.72. 

YARMOUTH 

2 JO: 1. SHARK (0 Kara) *1: *- 
Ctouda HU 4-1 fav. 1 Foraef RoWn KM ; 

rmcoJnzU-lTSitoLl'A'/vtKMor- 
gan). Tta E3U»: E°4a £150 £3Ca B*20 
SpcSSi CSF: £m?a Tricast £68640 

Dto: E388SO Mfc Gabtesoa. 


£00:1. DOWER HOUSE (W Ryan) 54 
tBK 2. Ptao-B 7-4; 3. GoMDH 14-1 8 ran. 
Vh 4 (W jarvbl Tbta: £230; Etta El» 
£M8a DF: E15a CSF: £834. 

32ft 1. SOT AS A RARROT 1M «« 3-1 
Kfiw; 2. Rehab* 7-1 ; 3. CoOevOa 3-1 )i fret 
9 m. Vs |C Dwyer). Wk BSft] E130 
Ctsa eteo OF: £Ktoa CSF: E8MR THtaat 
KBQsa Wo: £2020 Wt Mumoon. 

3J0: 1. MOTET (M Hto 7-8; 2. BttAy 
PM 0-2; S. CNy HaB 7-2. 8 ran. 9-4 lav 
Sea Viclw 1’A W. IS Wragg) -fata: Wflft 
£210 £300 DF: CBAO Cff: £2340 
4.20: 1. RAISE A KING (G Carter) 11-4; 
2. Shawdon M; a. Designer 4-5 fav 4 r*u 
1 ^ 'h 'k. frJ PayntA'WB: £300 DF; £550 CSF: 
0256. NR: Bermuda Boy. 

050:1. GAY BRffiDEyFb«ri8)-5-1 jtttv; 

■2. Oxbane «-l: 3. Maladerie 6-1; 4. 
Opening Rang* Si Jt fw. 10 ran. 'A, '/t 
IP Fetetal TMto £840; £130 £530 £240 
cum OF: emsa CSF: £7za Tricaat 
£31600 NRk HcpeW ad, Storytalffi THtr. 
£12290 

S20: 1.8£ WARNED (MWtyawq 7-1; 
2. Moaoramio 7-1 ; S. Stott Feetore 12-1 ; 
4. Southern Domkfion SI t*t 18 m 1 'A. 
’fcUPDerce,)-^£770;CT9anS0£aa. 
£t£ DF: £2390 CSF: f35fl Trfcast 
£S8lSt Tri« £6090 ARe Baritorih. GaUe- 

Ftocapot £7290 Qaadpac £3050 
Place 6: £0146 Place Sc &C563 


was reinstated as her rider af- 
ter the sacking of Kieren Fallon 
following a controversial defeat 
in the Eclipse Stakes in July. 

. Tim Bulwer-Long, racing 
manager to Bosra Sham’s own- 
er, Wafic Said, was at Newbury 
yesterday, and was one of many 
startled by Eddery’s demon. “I 
have only just heard and I am 
devastated about Pat’s injury.” 
be said. 

ffeDon has answered his crit- 
ics by opening up a lead in the 
race for the jockeys' tide, and 
when asked if the Irishman 
would renew his association with 
Bosra Sham. Bulwer-Long said: 


-ft’s much too early to talk 

about the ^hfic Said hrases. I will 
have more to say on Saturday 
when I have spoken to him.” 

In Eddery’s absence Ifeflon 
and Dettori rode a winner apiece 
at Newbury, but the Italian suf- 
fered a setback when Swain, 

who wot the King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes at 
Ascot last time for John Reid, 
could finish only third to Posi- 
donas and Arabian Story on un- 
suitably fast ground in the 
inaugural r unning of a trial for 
the Prix de l’Arc de Ttiomphe at 
the course. 

Dettori was far from de- 


spondent about Swain, who lost 
by two short-heads. “He jua got 
a bit tired in the last furlong. 7 
Dettori said, “but that was a good 
trial for the Arc." 

The bookmakers were less 
impressed and Ladbrokes have 
eased Soain to 10-1, from 6-L for 
T fwiorhnmp . The winner is a 
best-priced 33-1, with Wiliam 
HiU, for the Arc. 

The Queen’s Arabian Story 
may now go for the Melbourne 
Cup. according to his trainer. 
Lord Huntingdon, but Clerkeo- 
weD who has been well backed 
fra- the Australian race, finished 
last of yesterday’s five runners. 


NEWBURY 

2.40: Proper Blue usually shows 
Ms best form In the autumn and 
wrotid be a threat If fit after a four- 
month absence A sounder alter- 
native <8 CONON FALLS, 3rd of 
6, 3’ A lengths berindSafrnonLad- 
dgr at Windsor flm 2J) last month 

QCO 

3.10: Blue Gentian’s 2-length 
SaSsbiry defeat of Red ftebbit two 
weeks ago has since been de- 
valued by the runner-up f inishing 
lastaffiveatSandownonlAfednes- 
day MjLLfTRtX was beaten a 


HYPERION’S 
TV TIPS 


length by Flawless in a taster-run 
race at Salisbury the same day. 
Mchael Stouten fly is wel bred 
and can be refed upon to tnprcwe. 
o no 

3My. DUCK ROW is urraced but 
already has a tal home reputation. 
A Diesis colt, he ‘a a half-brother 


to winners in France' and the 
USA. The stable is h top form and 
has handsomely reworded its fol- 
lowers this pest week. The chief 
danger Is ftdy to be another debu- 
tant, Glory Of Grosvenoc 
rtnn 

4.10: Gold Blade has an excel- 
lent chance in an event n which 
most of the runners are out of form 
Ha was a good 2nd to Epic Stand, 
a winner again since, here in Ally 
and the Pearce stable had a win- 
ner yesterday. But the eight-year- 
Otd may just faB to concede the 
weight to SIBERIAN MYSTIC 


AYR 

HYPERION 

2.00 Brighstone 2^0 Holy Wine 3.00 King Of 
The Rfver £30 Sapphire Ring 4.00 Step N Go 
4J0 Belle Bf}ou 5.00 Knobbteeneeze 

GOING: Good to Soft 

STALLS; 9arisft cotrse - stands ride: rematodar - outride 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

• Leri-hand galoping cousa. 

• Course la Ed town on A7S& Ayrtoafian (earvioefromGtte- 

S tf> toi AC4U3SJON: CU> £« ttwitand £8 CAR PARK: Ret 
LEADING TRAINERS: M Johnston -21 w to nar s fcom 147 nto- 
nere (H3»), ABritoy W-t» (»7%). Mra M Reveley W-® 1 («5%). 
• LEADING JOCKEYS: K Oartey- 37 ntos Item TW ri*s (20SJ*i 
J Weaver 28-148 (B9%L J CarreO 17-141 pai%>. 

• FAVOURITES: 163 wfna in 457 races (387%). 

BLMKERED FteSTTWE: Thundameait fUJO); Cftasfca (vMared, 
230); Regri Thunder (vtoarad, 500) 

1MWERS M THE LAST SEVBI DATS: Myttona Mtoritt ^00) van 
•i Stttonm on Wtotoesta 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Flw By P30). Utriy Story p3QL 
Afayto (40(6 Cksrie Une K3Q 8 Shritartng Sky pOC| taw bean 
sot «B mfies-by J Dirtop tram Aruta, IM Sitae Ttontegfvfng 
Q30) sent 421 nrias by D ChapoM tram Putrorou^i, We*l ! 


^ Oft I SHADWELL FIRTH OF CLYDE STAKES 
fUgtod) (CLASS Al £28J)00 2YO 6f 

64036 FtEY BredQ (28) W fenp 8 e sawmel 

REGALffiVOUmcwp^OTPVWvTnBO JUraelO 

326 TAWRBA(9)(D)RftoiMi80 .OmOTMU 

-06 HfhiCHIMN (15) (D)MB|IBT1~ RCoEtoanalt 

331 THM9SaVWG(mGCrapPri3n e Carta 14 

2001 AJCDANCHf (11) MChaanonSB JFortun»2 


»C ASCOTCYCtDN8(B)nSHk88. 
com cuuDBBvnrpqBuaaranes.-. 
2B2CB C0NBCTS(2QfD) DCnganSB- 
41 RZZBipt) UJrivtavias . 


.JariEritayS 
..GOutaMJ 
J enroll 7 

-J) Htad 12 

32206 UKaySTORY(9)(qJtMgp8B J«tew« 

0 POETRY M MOTION (41) E Atom 6 B JFEgan3 

1M SAFMRE R3C [B3) (D) (BF) R Oviton B B._K QMtor 6 

420 8EU(B1KR0SE(M) MhsLteriJBB AMeGBmS 

• 14 dftdvfed ■ 

BETTTIG:MAta(tataMBtataM«.B4 hMga 6-1 Hall CU 
Mh.9-1 Ftogri ReroMfoo, 10-1 Afc Daneto Ttarisgtring, 0-1 ofiwra 

FAUCETS FDR MEYNELL HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added ffllles 1m 2f 

CAPOANO PRMCSS (51) (0) D HRrii Jcras 4 OD 

SDroene* 

SWST CONTRALTO (2B) D Voder 393 — R Cuchone 6 


4.00 


i 


soon 


2.00 


VLADiVAR CLASSIC CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 1m If 

04040 M6HTCfIY(l4PIKa4te68D D Noted 11 

46000 BREAKTHERULES ADN(tah5B6 — AtafVaHei2 

52006 fUMNQGH9f(f8)^DMaAa66C. 

MrilaRP)9V 


9 000 RDWBiMLLSlpf) Jftoem487 — __E Johnson 7 

« 003350 20R8A(25)(D) JHBtosricn386-' N Kandy 12 

R 056643 PALIS OVONESS (I) KBufs3 82 JFEBMS 

6 040854 CHANSON PAMOURWIteLferatSBO-JMririvfi)* 

BETTMGe 3-1 Brimstone, 7-2 Brett It* Rules, 92 MgM CSk 7-1 
tenban, 1M Mtaig Grasn, 2ort», 11-1 DsattralkM, 16-1 ottwa 


2068 DEADLINE TIC (1 6) (D) Mf3 M Rettay 4 8 11 J( D>My 1 
•Cfitl B WQH B ICT M (16) (D) M Rpa469 — .' — AltoGknaS 
<3<S SCAHABBip55)fqP)(BF)SKBamri9B6JFodm4 

020030 TRYING RUES (15) J Barry 4B 8 TEDuroanRB 

250005 CAf*nMUA9MALA0Ep2l)DTTan687 

- " ‘ HO* 


2 60221 

3 400205 

4 TQWG 

5 221-25 

8 5EQSD 

7 000600 

S 0250 

9 4Q006 

V 652340 
11 21600 
12 2CE004 

BET7M&3-1 
tori, M 


SIOIE HDHBi ff fQ P 3 9 5 Jl Hnto 9 

BEST OF ALL (41) J Berry 5 91 KQsrtef 2B 

/UATB(11G) JDwfcp39l Q Carter 5 

BANTASnc RAKE (2S) (D) P»Mh39f> _J Aston 12 
RSB. COJNTY n (CO) A Bate 4 8 6 Jt Phandi (3) 1 1 

DOUBLE ESPRESSO (m UJriittn366 — JkMbtttf 

TOPATOfll (17) M TcmritKl 3 B 6 08^948 

PffPERS P3) KBufn4B4 DHotedl 

S^>NG0p4)(D)UsJRam»m384 JFEpnID 

W>rHA8F9ED1WSfiQ)fC)Ultato383J)Mttnd(f)3 

-UdBChrad- 

CtatePtottraa A4-l 9tariOMteto HAHl*.7-TTttoa- 
Stop N Go. 10-1 Stans Rohm; 12-1 " 


4.30 


2.30 


AON CONSULTING ‘DEBRA’ NURSERY 
HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10^)00 ZYO 1m 

01030 R0MRCrCAMC(29UWEariBtyB7GPtoireA13 

220551 TAKEATURNpQ UCtarnan92 J Carol 16 

6860 NMMIOrpillaJItattnOO J Raton* 15 

30 0 aJWffYp8)Atei*86 C iMttm (5) 3 


ROBERT WYPER MOTORS HANDI- 
CAP (CLASS D) £7,000 2m If 105yds 

0S345 SHM£78U£{2S) UJrirBSx>49e Jtoaew2 

23003 OPAQUE (t^WStoey 591 JFoita»6 


6006 GRAND CflU 
02201- GREAT 


JOftaiBBO. 


.XDttriay T2 


02K RDWBT(42)(BF)JOiriopBC KDafiayT 

5054 FA990N VlCm (T7) T CatiMl B 8 AQAaoal 

0001 HOUrNBfE(1fl)(I])OLi)dBrB6(5a4 RCocfma* 

3330 TEARAWAY PSJJW«MM 84 GMHI2 

063(40 DURHAMHYB1(4^TEasfBrtyB4 lCtanuefcS 

000 nVERBEAT(30) II Tcrptais 8 2 DBkttlt* 


5.00 


534 MBSSALSADANCSI(SqDSn«l82_PTteayP)11 

W5D QMSKA(I9AB*rBl DRHrfaiDV 

050 HOBIG PLACE (19) M Bal 8 0 RAUmR12 

055 DISCO TBC (38) M WEnfertry 7 6 MaGtenl 

0046 BLAOC JET W) N Lftnodar 7 V Rftantt(RC 

006 REACH Ibfl A STAR C5S)C barton 7 1L_-EJttaaanS 
-IBdedmil- 

AMnUK 7fl 10ft. »ub aelftt: Bto* Tot 79 6D, Ream ftr A Sta T& 3b. 
BETHNSS-I HriyMra, B-1 Ml ta t 7-1 FtalB|,H RoMrOCnsKW- 
1 CtetyMAgnBAWtoAltoiv MM RMrBttta)|lH otes 

ROYAL CALEDONIAN HUNT STAKES 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 2YO 7Y 


3.00 


1 BERGEN (63) J Haraon 95 — 
oi asfnMR0N(ti)(i9S*MftetraB5.JiDaM(idT 

1 HOLBIG(32)M0LPB(irit99 Htenadj* 

460 BUZZmfD) r *Ttarlen93 Dan HcKaotol 5 

KMQaFnCrttStPCtopptoHiernse — KOmtofS 

06 llRUKAGf (14) A Belay B 6 O WtfgM6 

-IdacMnd- 

BETTUI&7-4 KtogOfTto Rhnc, 1HB«rg»o,7-2CaeftiB«Uari,B-1 Ho 
UnB.8-1 Bun, 25-1 UrWysgl 


_ 'pTDJWSaMyrsC J Funk* 3 

545ST1 AZreCRYERP5)CBrmah4BB RCocteanoAB 

55Q61 HASDlUYBIApO)UWEtaty7B7.GMfei(919B 

0605 CLASSIC UNE (29)(BF) JDur*p3 83 flC*ta*B 

45050 7HUNDEHHEART (4) H Aton87 6 CWri^aSB 

5620 AHANSFBVT (33)(C)(D)JLEyie67Tl_TMtee7V 
00-01 SajESTDNpS}(^ SCWteni57X -RFtandif^B 

66323 BB1EBU0U (37) U Jtonricn3 76 J Love 1 

060980- HDH EXPIDRBt (tl) D 8arta37 6 Jtom Mote (3) 11 
05426 AICU9CADE(n){CD)ttsJJadm1l76JtMcl8*(013 
-Udactafi- 

AGr ra 301 W#«a*a»Du*»to) Enter 7ir9fi Antucattfir J26. 
BETTING 4-1 Ariac Hyn B-1 StoiHy toa, Cltoric I toa, 7-1 SM—ton, a- 
1 0patallM Htttt La Wria, 1M Arfn Btta Bfae. tol ottos 

WHYTE & MACKAY SPECIAL RESERVE 
HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8,000 added 7f 

6630 TREASURE TOUCH (30) DNcllok396^laRGnans4 
66 SfflJB»4G90r(B6(D)PF)JDi**p3B9JtD«tof3 

64320 WffntAN»WgQH(2^pi)«H*tad493 

DGdate(3)12 

00600 PBKZB(15)(D)MJcrnttn3Bll DHotedl 1 

404000 GARNOCKUAU£Tttt)(C) JBany76fT _GCMar7B 

00008 CBBMllONCAKE(sq(CqiteLrernit586 

ntai yrto"" 11 * 

40BB5 CS4HC((7)(D) MJohtoon386 JWawarlD 

203038 COUNWHnZp^ JWYWB3B6 JCanriHSB 

003300 MGHTRJGHT (2^ JJDNai386 R FNrch (3) 17 

•03005 HEGALTHUWER(TnUSUtt3B7— FMEddaiySV 
036441 DBffiRAEPG(D)DUui^ei*5Be_CU>riharB2 
000055 KNDeBLSeZE(7)(D)UOBr«ni7B6-JFisim9 

060050 ROYAL RESUT (15) MWEariorty4B6 .T Una 14 

(260 RBXXBTABLE (35) (D) DCfapranBBB -A0ttMta15 
OHSfl RWBRSRASCAL(1^(B)EAtt«588 — JFEg an 6 

42601 MmONS»NSTAKE(2){Cn)AB^4B6|BM) 

P Retell RIB 

604400 Tf£tAieTDNMnM(1«|(q08Mh3SSJ>RMnrfflt 


BETTMG: 6-1 5hatartaB Sky; 7-1 ttetaTs RyetaC Urn at. 
9-1 Dnan Touch, Ha^l ThandK 


022m DlfULSVE AH (16 (t^ E Vfcynw 563 -DMa Gteai 8 
- 181 ' ' 


12-1 


. 10-1 


HUNTINGDON 

HYPERION 

22.0 Mitdg 2^50 Snowdon L3y 320 Roderick 
Hudson 330 1 Have Him 4^0 Irie Mon 4^0 Vl- 

cosa 5JB) Lord Haashlm 

GOING: Good to FYm. 

■ Rtata-hand, leval coma Ruvto 200yds. 

■ Courae la tojurwtan cf Al and Ata ADMISSION: Msmbere 
CT 2 ; Paddock EB; Course E4 CAR PARK: Picnic area C1;raa tree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS; G Hubbard - 0 »toners from 53 ruv 
rws (17%1 J Janktos 9-125 (72»J N Handanon M2 &S%\ D 
Gandotfo 7-25 (28%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N WOBeroaon - U wins from SO rides 

(235%). R Dwrwoody G-te A Mag tore 0-58 (189%). J 

Osborn* 9-56 (6.1%). 

• FAVOURITES: 07 vrtns In *91 races (*3.7%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME Atone 

WM4ERS M TVS LAST SEVEN DAYS: Nana. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Shelton Abbey (220) & Cross 
CwwopCsqsemgglrttabyJWtofromMpidotLCoPMtea 


3.50 


WHITE MOUNTAIN HANDICAP CHASE 


(CLASS E) £4,075 2m 110yds 

1 ZPSI- SC0TTOHBMIBiF14P)PRWtoteB60J0sluna 

2 SSPfM HANMOODlRfl WCBrtxteQTia N Barry (7) 

3 0F-3S2 CROSS CAMION (22) (D) J lAfeds If 11 2 — PCarbaoy 

4 aaff-i IHA»MVff9^D)NCtenw660 APMcdoy 

5 P2BF CRMXjNGm05T(1^(CO)ktoDraroB65JUhnraady 

B 03*52 CO(BirBARACHOB0R(CO)UsEtaa6QJ)Grihd«r 

-*d actaetf- 

Utarum *Bf0c 73 106. Sta fianfcto *eijr COum Baratott 9st 3b. 
BETTING: 52 Cracttng FrtM, 11-4 ScoBfab Banbl, 7-2 1 Hava Him, 4- 
1 Croaa Carmen, 10-1 Mae Mood, 1M Coua Bmcbois 


"A 9f\\ GOODUFF HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 


\ 2.20 


YORKSHIRE BANK SELLING HANDI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2,375 3m 2f 

6P368 lffi^Gfiqj Joseph B 116 C U awtt yn 

44P00- OUR RAINBOW (tsa Ate P Sly 5 Iff 
14PR5 DRAGOMMST (IS i R Bari 7 11 1 — 


JCuBtoy 
-S Conan 


60-55 SHaJ0MAfi8EV(22)JtAfc*flii0 PCaifeenyB 

aw. TD*ttnrcoopH?(R2S)*teBito*ofle6 — ebrm 

633013 HXarSTICOON M5)TWtan9 69 WMmtoa 

45506 CANSHECANCAN(Z7)CerihS68 Mtegar 

0846- AMeSTHUCX(rea(D)Bfte8cerDS_JttigM(7)B 

ABPG WCKENS(ME(2S)DGnq3ay762 TlQuppla 

20300 H«U3flOPWNC£(155 JA&^rBCO Jc»teAttdbto(5) 
-lOdedarad- 

BErnUG M Shritai MteA 3-1 WcTa Tycoon, Attdg, 11-2 Can 5be 
Can Cta. 7-1 Wkhana, 9-1 Aatattch. 14-1 DraganafiM, 20-1 otters 


1 60S- rMADREAMBt(1<O(D)MaaURtattnd760 

PHMghy(5) 

2 . 3-1P6 NRIiCXBAKrV p7) (D) SBovrtng6 H O AMagtt* 

3 43006 G04EBY(4)pa) JJartoisSt: 1 J)YMoata(7) 

4 2T1-P2 ANTIGUAN FUERPG) (CO) GFradcmou 8 HO 

MctoriBkanoanp) V 

5 505m lREHm09(teUaittya66 NHnm 

6 1-2225 THS'EARSIA (9) (D) (BF) URpe* 6 6 _AP UeOoy V 

7 man- HBMynBVIMm(CS7)|p)GBaffy768J)DunMNdy 

8 3453F- CABOCHOn (ISZffD) JJoBBf/i ® 65 C Um mt fO 

9 23040 WAMDKA(4Z)(C8)KMagan7 65 ASSta 

6 2B5P2 QAACDKBNH(l6(D)fBt)jkUraBnO-SCsean 

K C22 2 JOHN TUFTY (Z5j (CD) ^F) JP&raS CC? _J?Jabn»an 

6 OOOT Dosses DAN (F5S)BPitace560 _JMogfcnl(7) 

-12d4ctaad- 

M9inum: Tx lOSx In* welffBC John TiAy SH J3*, tosses Oan as TBl 
BETTM& 3-1 Ma Mon, 4-1 lb Merlany: B-1 AodgoanRyac, 132 Thane Ara- 
na, 7-1 John Tttjr, 8-1 Grow DAhom, 9-1 ha A nrrataar. in atom 


11 e nl KNAPWELL AMATEURS HANDICAP 
1 H - ou 1 CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m 


2.50 


BOB ARNOLD MEMORIAL NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,075 2m 110yds 

IP FSI FH>ONO«S(16(D)Afc»VWfcMBn8 Aiten 
SF& CHUPPUCaf6)<p)tt8EHatfl76 6 — ATbonte 

«S F- HJBOSWGB?(M7)P5TKsd^S«S RJoteon 

B034F- SNOWDOff LOl (24T) PR VfttderB 65 

-4C 


BETTBie: 1 1-4 FM On OHM, 9* Bora ShBtt 7-4! OtePfte. 1M aaav- 
(tonLQy 

CABLE & WIRELESS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,925 2m 110yds 

4-6 ROOBBX HUDSON 3 N1 
BARTHQLDIEW FWR (BBC Dvry* B 6 6 J I 


3.20 


566 VStoMr 
PCtoteiy 


BETTING: 50 HsraTtwTtoi Kta 3-1 Rota* Huten.MBiwyP*' 
Irad, B-1 Ota Dan, 12-1 CmaMea, Kate, 14-1 Uarcury, 16-1 otosa 


no- 

Pi CHALKT DANCSt (FMj H ( 

CURTHACE ffrtj U Bbbf 7 B6_ 

EP/PP- FIVE FROM HOME(111)(D)J.katoh9 66 CUatarn 
1 MOflETHAN WU KNOWS ID) KBte466APM6CiV 
3GJ4- SNtMYPETRB.(132)(BF)Cltam566JtftaWC«f)f 

CAUAiDO (F21Q KYHrgcag«6S 

DEsa.DAN(B2)JJertts4 6B AHaguM 

ISICURV ^35) J GA3MT468 OPaBS 

UA2UA(F21)ASratt565 TEMf 

-111 


1 (F53t- JANES nGG (121) (CD) PNdte6 60 JN JTbzam ^ 

2 3<3F0 V1COSA (41) (D) R A*wr8 H 11 AN8Dm*{7) 

3 ima OH SO HANOT (27) (0) R Guta 9 11 6 -JArCBomar (3) 

4 0P3EP- SOLO GBfTtTT^fCO) AP JomB DO— MrBJHMSp) 

9 31LC-2 SFWNQTOJTflB){D)MPbBT16B MrG3toC(5) 

6 22F4-3 IBSTSlGEBO (34) (D) ItoaCDjSQn 6 60 

Jte C Dyaon (7) 

-Sdactaad- 

Mramurn vafpic Rt JOB. Th* fianttap "HffC Usttf Gate SIS 5ft. 
BEnWG: B-4 Spring Tb It, 11-4 Jmsa P^jg, 5-1 Oh Sc HtadK 6-1 W- 
con, 1M Soto Gant 14-1 itata Gabo. 

SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1^00 2m 110yds 

36- IlSIrtl OWN (BM(D)P Moorman 9_ — DMonfa 

4- IMSY( CLASS (174 C Books S Hi __NSery(7) 

SN0WB07RL»5H« Attmuira 

TOfWflf J Bndger 5 n 4 RDemnaiy 

CAPl»M8AMFJari3(a>4li2 ttNKent 

0 DOTE FROM ABOVE (85) RJ Price 4H 2 — TJUaphy 
L0RDHAASHWUR«teeAt)2 N1 


5.20 


1 

2 
a 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 LATIN U5TRE5S P Ntfnh 5 6 6 LCuranh*^) 

9 P0SHSnCENHnfetsenB6Q. -J R Kavaregh 

6 RACE LANE Ure E Hefiin 5 6 Q OGttB^w 

n ROtALTARADGraghty5 6U HSuppto 

-11 dsetered- 

BETTWG: 3-1 teta Bwjn, 73 Uey Cta. M Pott tyk* M 
Harm, B-1 Tbnrin,Dow Rem Abora, W-1 tomboy. 12-1 ottwa 


RUGBY LEA GUE 

Edwards 
feels pull 
of north 


• Homesickness for the North is 

• pulling Shaun Edwards away 
from London in the direction of 

. the Super League champions, 
Bradford Bulls. Edwards’ raan- 
. ager, John Fitzpatrick, said ves- 
' (erday that “There is interest on 
both sides” in taking the former 
Wigan and Great Britain 

• scrum-half to OdsaL 

Edwards, at almost 31 the 
most honoured player in the 
: game, moved from Wigan to 

■ London at the start of the season, 
in order to be with his then giii- 

. friend, the anger Heather Smafl. 
“But circumstances change 
and London have said that they 
i will he good enough to release 
him,” Fitzpatrick said. 

London are not yet con- 
‘ finning that they have had an 
.- approach firm the Bulls, who are 
hoping to link Edwards with 
; Robbie Raul in an intriguing half- 

• badtpartnerslnp.buiiheyarein' 
: creasinglyresgned to his leaving. 

“I’m interested in the 
' prospect, because I am pretty 
: homesick,” said Edwards, who 
helped the Broncos to finish sec- 
ond in Super League this sea- 
; son. “If Bradford are interested 
: in me, it’s flattering.’’ 

Edwards, who was named 
’ this week in the Great Britain 
; squad to prepare for the Thstse- 
; ries against Australia in N o- 
: veraber. is in the process of 
i having a knee injury assessed, 
; in the hope that be will be fit to 
; play for London in their World 

■ Club Championship match 
: against CromiUa next month, if 
j be has doi moved on by then. 

St Helens could be forced to 
: add Apolio Perelini to their list 
: of absentees for their Premier- 
: ship semi-final against Castle- 
: ford tonight. The prop is 
! suffering from a knee injury, 
: while Vila Matautia has broken 
i his arm and will join Saints’ 
I other long-term victims and 
1 the suspended Bobbie Gould- 
; tng on the sidelines. 

Casdeford have added their 
i prop, Dean Sampson, who has 
| been recovering from ankle lig- 
i ament damage, to their squad. 

~ Dove Hodfieid 

j EQUESTRIANISM 

: 

: 

; Land Rover 
: to withdraw 
; sponsorship 


; Equestrian sport has lost a sec- 
! ond major sponsor with yes- 
; terday’s news that Land Rover 
: will not be renewing its contract 
| for the World Three-Day Event 
j Rider Rankings when ir ex- 
\ pires at the end of December. 

Earlier this year Vblvci, by fer 
j the most generous sponsor that 
: the horse world has ever had, said 
^ that they would not continue to 
• support the world cups for show 
■ jumping and dressage after their 
i contract ends in the spring of 
j J 998. AU three equestrian <feci- 
: plines- eventing, show jumping 
] and dressage - could therefore 
; be feeling the pinch nest year. 

Volvo have contributed 
; around £4m a year and it will be 
hard to find such riches else- 
where. Land Rover’s sponsor- 
ship was £250,000 a year but this, 
too, will be difficult to replace. 
The total Land Rover input will 
have amounted to £1.5m over 
the six years since they intro- 
duced the rankings on a global 
basis, making their presence 
felt in more than 20 countries. 

According to The Infanta 
Dona Pilar de Borbon, president 
of the International Equestrian 
Federation, the rankings will car- 
ry on “well into the future*’. It 
remains to be seen whether 
they can continue on the same 
scale, with prize-money amount- 
ing to £95,000 for one global and 
seven zonal categories. 

- Genevieve Murphy 


THE INDEPENDENT! 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


NEWBURY 


AYS 


HUNTINGDON 973 983 


971 981 


972 


982 


ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 




taM& 


uectMn 




. *■ - • ' • ... •£+ ' 

V. :,J - 




THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 

19 SEPTEMBER l q 97 


have long held the belief Glamorgan cricket has been patronised by the establishment 


It is now almost two weeks since the 
Surrey coach, Dave Gilbert, offered 
up a remark that caused no small 
amount of consternation west of the 
Severn Bridge and for which he 
should have been called to ac- 
count by the cricket authorities. 

Upset by Glamorgan's decision 
to settle for maximum bonus points 
from a draw at The Oval that con- 
solidated their challenge for the 
County Championship and put 
paid to Surrey's aspirations, Gilbert 
said: “It was outrageous that they 
gave up the chance fof outright vic- 
tory] early. It had all the mak- 
ings of a great finish. If they arc 
going to play like that they can’t ex- 
pect too many favours when we play 
Kent." 

I fit was only natural for Gilbert 
to be disappointed, there was no ex- 


cuse for remarks made in the full 
knowledge that Surrey’s perfor- 
mance in the match presently tak- 
ing place at Canterbury would 
probably be as important to Glam- 
organ’s hopes of becoming champ- 
ions as the effort called for in their 
final match against Somerset* at 
Taunton. 

Far from regretting a pretty ob- 
vious indiscretion, one that would 
surely have caused eyebrows to be 
raised in other sporting circles, 
Gilbert went even further this week, 
sta ting a preference for Kent on the 
basis of his belief that they have a 
more positive attitude than the 
Welsh county. 

This suggested that Gilbert, an 
Australian who will leave Surrey 
when his contract expires at the end 
of this month, does not always en- 


gage his brain before entering into 
conversation. 

Are Surrey -who were without 
four injured players including their 
captain, Adam Hollioake, and the 
England batsman Graham Thorpe 
- straining every sinew at Canter- 
bury, where they were bowled out 
for 124 in their first innings yes- 
terday? A question for cricket of- 
ficialdom is how does it look upon . 
Gilbert’s remarks, which if attrib- 
uted to a football coach in similar 
circumstances would have Jed fo se- 
rious repercussions. 

Going back many years, longer 
than it is comfortable to remember, 

I have shared with any number of 
compatriots the belief that Glam- 
organ cricket, which happens to be 
one of the best supported, has 
been patronised by the establish- 


KEN JONES 

ment, rapedally by representatives 
of that class-conscious domain, the 
Home Counties. 

Glamorgan are not alone with 
the appendage “unfashionable”, 
whatever that means, bat a view held 
with some justification in Wkles is 
• that far from being familiar with the 
Severn Bridge toll charges, there are 


England selectors who are in igno- 
rance of its construction. 

There- is the case of Steve James, 
. nam « -A Cricketer of the Year this 
week by his fellow professionals, 
who was passed over for England’s 
winter tour of the West Indies de- 
spite being the season’s leadingxun 
scorer and top of the batting aver- 
ages: The theory that James' pref- 
erence for the off-side would be a 
drawback in the Caribbean does not 
entirely remove a suspicion of bias. 

No Glamorgan cricketer was 
treated more disgracefully than 
the gifted opening batsman Gilbert 
Parkhouse, who suffered from cu- 
rious selections during the 1950 
Ashes series in Australia, losing his 
place to a stodgy amateur left- 
hander, J G Dewes of Middlesex. 
Alan Jones, who according to many 


good judges was better equipped 
technically to succeed 'at Tbst level 
■ than many a predecessor, was nev- 
er called upon again after turning 
out for England in 1970 against the 
Rest of the Worid 
- After leading Glamorgan to then- 
second championship in 1969, Tbny 
Lewis went an to captain England 
ialadia, but Glamor gan players hare 
not been given much chance to prove 
themselves internationally. TWo 
members of today’s team, Matthew 
Maynard and Hugh Morris, were gjv- 
en only a handful of matches. 

As a boy in 1948, the season of 
Glamorgan’s first championship, I 
: saw Allan Watkins play in the Fifth 
Test against Australia at The OvaL 
A brilliant all-rounder whose catch- 
ing at short-leg fell into the mirac- 
ulous category, he was pressed into 


service as an opening bowler fcra>a 
mptrh in which England were dis- 
missed for just 52 in their first in-. ' 
flings. Some opportunity! 

Later that year, Watkins caught 
Dudley Nooise brilliantly to win a . 
Ttest against South Africa in Jo- 
hannesburg but, predictably, some , 
of you may think, he did not have 
a long Tfcst career. Apart from j 
Robert Croft, who appeared in 
five of foe six against Australia 
and will go with England to the Wat 
Indies, hardly any Glamorgan play- \ 
era have been given a proper chance 
to prove themselves. 

It is not often these days that I : 
find myself concerned, about the 1 

outCOTaepfaspoi'lsevent.butitwiD 1 
please me no end if Glamorgan suc- 
ceed in taking another swipe at the 1 
establishment. 
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Moving image: Damon Hill, set to announce his move to Jordan this morning, prepares for practice in Austria y e sterd a y, where he set the fast e s t time 

Happy Hill throws down his marker 


After Arrows- Yamaha 
announced Damon Hill’s 
replacement for next 
season, the defending 
champion looked to be 
without a drive. Now he 
appears to have found 
one, writes Derick A Ikop 
from Zeltwig, Austria. 


Damon Hill will end a summer 
of speculation this morning 
and confirm his move lo Jordan 
next season. Neither party 
would comment here yesterday 
as Formula One assembled for 
Sunday's Austrian Grand Prix, 
but Jordan said they would be 
making a statement today re- 
garding their drivers for 1998. 


Since they have derided not 
to appeal against a High Court ‘ 
verdict in favour of Benetton 
over the services of Giancario 
Fisichella and Hill has no ap- 
parent other option, their mar- 
riage of convenience seems set 

Hill, who is parting compa- 
ny with Arrows- Yamaha at the 
end of the season, rejected an 
offer from Jordan at the end of 
last year and rebuffed another 
approach last month. Prost re- 
mained a possibility, but when 
the French team pulled out of 
talks, renewed discussions with 
Jordan became inevitable. 

The world champion had 
cause to declare himself 
“relaxed" here last night. He cm 
his 37th birthday cake, albeit a 
day late, and savoured the fact 
that he had been fastest in the 


familiarisation session for Sun- 
days race and dearly had a con- 
tract in his back pockeL 

He gave a due to that effect 
when he said: u It’s nice to be 
able to concentrate on the dri- 
ving and really enjoy iL I'm look- 
ing forward to getting stuck into 
this weekend and I'd like to give 
the team a win for all the hard 
work they’ve put in this season.” 

It would be a win on a cir- 
cuit Nigel Mansell would bare- 
ly recognise. Forget the new 
facilities and stands, they 
change all the time. The dif- 
ference here is that the heart of 
one of the world’s great sport- 
ing arenas has been ripped out. 

The Osterreich-Ring was a 
spectacular circuit, carved into 
rolling bills and forests. It was 
worthy of mention in the same 




breath as Spa. When the old 
SOverstone was dormant, the 
Austrian Grand Prix track was 
the fastest in Formula One. 
Mansell made his ddxithere in 
1980. Seven years later, he re- 
turned to complete a century of 
grands prix and won the race. 
The worid championship has 
not been here since. 

On Sunday, the Austrian 
Grand Prix is back on the map, 
but in a new guise, and the 
modem generation of drivers, 
who explored it yesterday, will 
log it as just another modem 
circuit. 

Gone is the sweep round the 
trees, reducing the length of the 
track from 5.9 to 43km (2.7m). 
More significantly, gone also 
are two super-fast, horseshoe 
bends which characterised the 


place. The Bosch Curve was an 
in timi dating challenge on a 
par with Eau Rouge. Now it Is 
just another right-hander; And 
the Osterreich-Ring is just an- 
other circuit. Except that it is 
no Longer the Osterreich-Ring, 
but the Al-Ring, in deference 
to the sponsor. 

. The old circuit had been un- 
der pressure to make alter- 
ations even before that August 
weekend, a decade ago. Then, 
ia practice, Stefan Johansson 
was fortunate lo suffer nothing 
worse than shock after hitting 
a deer at 150mph. 

Drivers are now resigned to 
raring on new circuits that are 
much the same as (be next, 
tight, twisting concoctions that 
offer little opportunity for over- 
taking. David Coul thar d, 


winner at Monza 12 days ago. 
says of the Al-Ring: “It is like 
Monaco with barriers.” 

Michael Schumacher of Fw- 
rari, who heads the champi- 
onship by 10 prims from Jacques 
VHIeneuve of VWlliajns-Renault, 
will be content enough ifit is like 
Monaco with rain on Sunday. 

AUSTRIAN GRAM} HtKfZaRariaSundnr) 
UboAoWpncde* Inc 1 D H* (GB)Ar- 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

Ftat day of (out inckxang Sunday; 

1030 today 

Derbyshire v Yorkshire 

DERBY: DorbysNi* (4pto) are O tor no 
•riotaBt In too* M tariros b reply to 287 


by YsrtcsMm 0) 
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YORKSHIRE - Ftat tarings 

AMcMhrunaut : ,19 

M P Vaugfinn c Smtth b DeFrnftas T7 

•O Byaac Barnett b Cassar 56 

D S Lehmann b DeFrattas 2 

A C Morris bwbDoFrates n 

8 talker c KiMan b Smith S 

TR J Bfcriwy cTwsstx bAJdred 78 

6 M Hsrrixn b DaFratas 17 

C E W Starwood c Krfcten b Hants .n 

1 0 Rsharc DoFroftas b Cassar J2S 

PM HutoHsonrataut ts 

Extras (M b16 *2). ; _--23 

Total {84.1 own) 287 

Fate 1-31 2-37 343 +43 5-68 6-176 7-187 
8-2079-221 

Bowline OoFreftas 27-9-71-4: Harris 23- 

7- 66-1: State ri-4-27-1; Aktad M»i; 
Cassar 61-081-2; Claries 2-0-80 

»?** lnfUngS 0 

tKMKrWwnriMOUt 0 

"tetal (tor O, OJ own) 0 

lb tab T State, T A Tweara B J teondov* 
ME Cassar; VP Clarka. *P A J DeFrattas. 
P Akftd. S J Lo* A J Hart. 

BowOng (to data): Starwood 03-00-0. 
Umptax A Oarioon and D J Constant 

Essex v Middlesex 
CHELMSFORD: M HMtaad Upts), write 
niM Bntantoga akMt standing, ara 
241 nna baMnd E m (2). . 

Mcftriasn won toss 
ESSEX -Flrat tarings 
■PJPrictaitlc Brown bBbomfictd .25 
DO J Robkaon c VVkakes b Howkt __3 
N Huosato c Brown b Baser — ...... — 0 

8 G Law e Johnson b Fraser ,53 

R C tart b O factateti -—^.—■■.5 

A P faavasn bBbomflold — 0 

DRLawnnout . .H. 34 

18 JHyameStahb Johnson V 

MCfcfec Gating B B to omfl ald At 

A P Cowan c Wastes bBtoomask} __77 

PM Suct> not out 1 

EXtaa(cenb4) 6- 

Ttatai (B4 oven) -Z7T 

FU 1-« 22S3B1 4-63 S63 9-TI7 7-137 

8- 148C-2S& 

Bowfag: naaar2S-M9« HswifB«0- 
1; BtoomWd 21^-77-6; Jrtenaon 13437- 
l;,7l)tne< T2-1-3S-Q 


BflDOLESEX- Ftat tarings 

*M R Ramprakaah not out 2 

P N Wkates tear b 0 R Lar 28 

RL Johnson not out .0 

Extra* (nb$ 2 

mtal (tori. Hoovers) 20 “ 

FWti-sa 

lb bte MW Golfing O ASwtytKR Bown. - 

D C Ntai T F Bkxxnflskt J P Hewftt A R •' 

CFnaKPCRlUnU 

Bowfirn fto data): Rott 6-2-12-0; Cowan 

4-Q-T&, 0 R Law 16-0-8-1 

Umpires: N T Ptem and R Psknec 

Gloucestershire v Lancashire 

BRISTOL: LaocoNra (4pM, wta eight 
MrsMnnings wMos U atanrfttg, ara 238 - 
nmsbefatalGkMMtorOQ. 


GLOUCBTrERSMRE- Ftat taitoga 

D R Hwwson cHego b Austti 5 

M <5 N Windows tew b Austin - 10 

THC Hancock cFbfcbraBwrbAttefci -D 
R I Dawson c Qwky b Shadfcxd — 26 

S Yta*«n c Wafldnaon bChaa*j DC 

•M W AJayna c FbbtrothsrbAusfin ...11 

tR C Russet b Ksady 38 

MCJBatcShadfadb Chappie 8 

RP Doris few b Shadfcxd 17 

J Lewis tew b Ksedy 27 

AM ante not out <5 

Extra* CM b6 VT3) ___ — —23 

Tbtal fBC*o»sr») ' ■JB 

Fate 14 29 MO 4-«S B-«7 6-087-205 
8-214 9-254, 

Bowftog: Chappb S2A60S: Austin 3S-0- 
44-4; Shadfcxd t-oeOjbWMwrwo n »T-40- 
0; Keedy 2X4-5-68-2. 
LANCASKRE-Ftat tarings . • 

N T Wood c Bal b &iSBi ! — —3 

M'A rtharwn not out — 17 

D J Shadfcxd tew b SnBh —3 

Extras (tel) — — 1 

Total (tar 2, 102 ovoid 34 

Fate 1-2D2-2*. 

1b bate J P Crarien ’N HPeifbrotfw; M E 
Harvey. Watetesai I D Aueth. tW K 


MugwvHcoda in3D2S; 6 M HWddnte 
. McLwmn Mwcadsa 1:0834: 7 D CoUtewd 
ras} McLam w M w cedas nrO096; 8 K-H 
nanoan Mart W bi i i a n wwJtlrtatOtea J 
Harbwt tGBl SateerPeoonas l:« 2 Si ; 10 G 
Jordan-Psugecri lrB26i; 11 O 
Benetton R wiW Jlt imS 8 B; 12 J 
V— WWW (On) W — i wJMnwW 1:1353*; 13 
E fcvfcxr Ckt> Fenari irBB32: 14 P Dkte 
Amww-'YWrwba 1M3J62; 15 M Scrtradw 
(G«r) Fante 1:1iBZ7; 18 R Schunechsr 

„ — irKOQO: t7SMaksno 

P>w*Mumn+tendalrt4J7R iBJVha- 
ptetg TyiraMOid i:h 2SB: 19 U 
tom Uaoen) tewnri-Hwt IMEBD; 2 Q 
Swtear-Ratranaa irM591;21 
1 ; 14687; 22 Tlfw- 
1:8502. 


lb bat O R HmimDA LaataKfedA R J 
Chapman, -tSJRhoda*. S R Lampttt. R K 
■togworte, A Shortest 
Bowling (to data^ Harwhaw 2B-3-88-1; 
Rands 11-1-61-0; Hmen Udai 

2(444-1; ataptwnson SIW; Hayden 
30-12-0; Whttater 8-1-420; WhHa 3-0-12- 
0. . . 

HAMPSHIRE: J S L»WK M L Hndsa G 
W WMaPRVWUatWS Kendal. 'J P 
S tephan aon tA NAnrnt SD Udol S J 
Ftewha^ T M 1tensw4 S H G Franco, 
(taplae: J H HaiTfMhto and R JUtart 

Kent v Surrey 

CAMTERBUHY: Kant (bta), wttt one 
Ural fan fcijm wi i >i tT siw mIm i b , am 93 runs 
ah— d dr&my (4J. 
tOsnr won toss 
SURREV- Hrat hntngs 

D J Bfcfcnele Wtad bwYxnpsc*] 0 

MAftteteerc Merab bPWto* 38 

J D nteSrts tx* b TbonipsoR 

•ttJ St wart c fUion b Iggtarian — 4 

ftO Brawn cWatobThonpaDB — 0 

NStehjgbhtfBsdan 0 

B CHofaaJwc Smith bTbompsorr 2 

p C l*wte c Fiataig b mfe* 27 

I D KSatstxayc Marsh b Eatwn - 8 

J E Bertamh not cxn .17 

R M Anwi b FtaUng — - * 


| 5 jsfo 4 te 8 w 2 nbl 6 ) 24 

TWM (Z 7 omri . i** 

5* 1 20 3-22 4-29 529 640 7-7* 5 

ioi8-ioa 


iGKiody. 

): Smite 552-7-2; Lewis 


UwpiraeJOBandandBJMspc . 

Hampshire v Worcestershire 
SOUTHAMPTON : W ofc*a ta rteta (acts) 
—428 torHhUbab teat taTtegsag— wt 
HampahtafO). 
iwxce t a ra fl tra won ess 
wORCESTBtSHtRE- Ffcat taring* 
WPCWestoaeHayrienbRsnshwr —A 

K R Splrteg tew b Uaal - - - 42 

Q A hade not out — 253- 

*TM Moody not out —I 2 d 

Exbaa (b 2 taw 2 ) 9 

■fetal {for 2, 107 Ovw»^ i 42S 

Phtef-aOSMOOL 


JWH finMMM; RMpsiSS- 
2; Fleming 20-15-1 . 

JOBfr- First tonlnga 

DPFLfionc; Bother b Lewis 0 

fTSmtataebBantanh S3 

TRWtoac Shahid bHcfcato 14 

APWetocLwrisbButdw 48 

GflCoMtayeSaUiurybButobar ...7 
MAEategDcBuMwrbHoBoata _52 

MynsmhgbarbHoBoate 0 

*ts A Marsti C Hotoate b Arrrit 16 

B J PhBps no! out . 19 

J 6 0 Thompson c &awartb Butcher _0 

APIgoJesdennotaut _f 

. Bar— (hi b3 ntara 

%tal tfar 9, 725 ovan) LLL21T- 

Fbte 1-0 2-273-87 4-tlO 5- TZ8 0-128 7-162 
8-2139-20. 

BwWtegtadto*); Lfiwis 8004-1; hfcioate 
JSBSWterfsiflri «248-1; Buthar «- 
52W; RateMte 50-180; Ante 12-521 -L 

Umpires: TEJasty and AO TWhtahaad- 

Lricwter shlre v Durham 
laatBt Durham (4pt»), wtti abr 
Aattaufega arictets snidkig. ara 175 
rupa behind Latea—ald te g). . 
(£*xam w ria ami a»» 
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DeFreitas delivers 
blow to Yorkshire ^ 


Photograph: Emptcs 


AWte Carey 

reports from Derby 
Yorkshire 267 
’ Derbyshire (M) 

The ball moved around all day 
here yesterday and that was 
enough for Derbyshire, even 
without pominic Cork and 
Devon Malcolm, to make York- 
shire work harder than th^ per- 
haps expected to reach a 
serviceable total that owed 
much to their lower order. 

Cork’s absence was due to 

» defecated finge rand Malnplm 
stood down, ostensibly to allow 
Tfrevor Smith, a 20-year-old 
medium-fast bowler - from the 
respected Sandiacre Tbwn dub, ! 
to make, his Championship de- 
but Malcolm has yet to agn a 
contract for next year, which 
may or may not be si gnifican t 
after the troobledaeason Der- 
byshire ha vc had. 

David, Byas 'probably , felt 
that batting would be straight- ; 
forward onadoudless morning, 
but at 1030am PhD DeFreitas' 
loosener was a “Jaffa” which 
bounced and left Anthony Mc- 
Grath stranded. Encouraged, 
DeFreitas bowled superbly and 
it took Yorkshire some time to 
locate the middle of the bat 


'With any number of deliv- 
eries finding the edge, there wa^ 
some , irony when DeFreitas 
had Michael \hnghan cas^xt ar - 
cover by Smith and McGrath, 
who had been dropped at slita - 
off Andy Harris, found his lud| 
running out when he failed to 
obtain a third for a stroke- 
through the covers. • 

. Byas immediately planted 1 
his right leg down the pitri^ 
which suggested the bowlers 
might have trouble against left), 
handers, whereupon DeJRreitas' 
disposed of two in one-over: 
Dairen Lehmum bowled by a \ ^ 
slower inswinger which just dis^ 
lodged a bail and Alex MbzzxC ■ ^ 
Ibwwhen getting wefl forwanr 
bri c^Eering no stroke. That gave-' 
DeFreitas 3 for 2 in 15 balls. “ 

When Bradley Parker went 
after a wide outswinger from 
Smith. Kail Krikken held- the 
resulting thin edge a long way 
tahis. right and at 58 for5 Byas, 
arid Richard Blakey bad to, 
s mumo a gn ihqir resilience in' 
a partnership of H8. 

At this stage, some of the 
bowling lost its discipline, yet 
ths probably rontpbuted to th& 
downfall of both batsmen; Byas. 
was caught on the long-leg 
boundary and Blakey mis-’ 
timed something resembling a 
leg-stump half-volley. . . 
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Hick hits double century 


Graeme Hick, omitted from 
both England tour parties this 
winter, yesterday took advan- 
tage of an easy-paced wicket 
and a Hampshire attack, which 
included two debutants, to hit 
an unbeaten'253 as Worces- 
tershire reached 428 for 2 on 
the first day at Southampton. 

Hick, whose Timings lasted 
just over so: hours, and his cap- 
tain, Tom Moody, who was 120 
not out, put on 328 for the third 
mcket, beating a county record 
which had stood for 35 years. 

Ashley Cowan, whose po- 
tential as a strike bowler has 


LEICESTERSHIRE- Flrat tarings 

V JWebtow b Brown 2 

D L Matty o Spawn b Bette „2j 

IJSuteSMa tew b Batts ti 

* J J Whtaker b Batts 93 

BF Smith, c BoSng b Wttar ; v 

J MDalteb Batts 0 

IPAMxoneSpatartb&tMn 6 

D JMtewcSpwoittb Brown - M 

ARK Pfwson c Bails b Brown __27 

J Ormond not out 1 

M T Brimaon tew b Brown 0 

Ear** Obi) 1 

Tbtal (84J own) ^ . 

Fate 1-42-23 Ste 4-188 5-C6 6-188 7-100 
8-23ZMA 

Bcnritog: Brawn 21»««74; Beta 'W848- 
4; Wtoodtl -1-88-0; Water O-t- 35 -i; Bat- 
ing 1-0-4-Q 

DURHAM -Ftattaakn 
J JBlwtecMadtybMbK 8 . 

S Hutton c Nixon b Web 13 

JE Morris cWMbbEtatin S 

*D C Been not out 1 i : 7 

JADatoy tnvb DaWn 7 

tM p Spiaaht not cut 8 




■fetal (Tor 4, 16 overs) _ 
Fait 1-8 2-34 3-50 4-e& 


Tb bate J Wood. M M Beta J BoBng, S J 
E Brawn, AWbteat 

BoarikHta data: l*w M20-1; Ormond 
44-04 Dofcfci S-1-WO; We*s4-&-»-l . 
lta*M V A Hoidar and D R Staphod. 

Somerset v Glamorgan 
TAUNTOffcOamorgB (4pte),wWi sight 
ttaUntegs iriAata standteg, am S3 nne 
boWnd Somar aa t (2). 
Qtarnorganwodtoss : 

SOUSRET^ First tataga 

1ft J Timer c Thomas b Vfiakte M 

F 0 L HoKm^ b Vttqar 0 

S C Ecetestone c Morris b Waqar ..a 

M N LaDthM b Vteqar — — 

M E TmcataOc c Maynard b Croft ..Sri 

M Bums t> waqar 28 

«P D BowfercMonis b vstadn __b3 

G D Robs tew b Cosher « 

A RCadtfckc Croft b Coster n 

KJSMwcItenfibWMfcfci g 

B J Trott not out 

Extras (bC rt&i ; ^ g 

•BihlMasnwirt yyj 

tVk 1 -172-17 3-72 4-10 5-CQ 0-'E6 7-187 
8-217 9-SL 


3; Unea-MOBMs ONta’HOriBe Cro« 
13-1 -48-1 • 

GLAMORGAN- Hrat Innhgs 

SP Jamas fawbCadddt a 

HMoirianetout - „_^ 4 a 

AttaacBuwlsrbCfltltaefc B 

•M P Maynard net out a.™ .. . 76 

- Extra* {fe2«rt0nb6) 

1bM(ferZ.350Wra) 159 

Fofci-ewa 1 ^ 


won him a place on the tour to 
the West Indies, coofirmed y.- 
himself as more than a useful 
batsman at Chelmsford. 

Coming in at No 10, he res : 
cued Essex with a career-best 
77 to guide them to 271 all out 
against Middlesex, who were 30 
for 1 in reply at close. 1 

Meanwhile, Mike Gatling is 
willing to take over as coach of 
Middlesex in a year’s time. 
Gatting has made his pledge in 
the wake of Don Bennett's de-^ 
risidn.to retire following 47 
years on the Lord’s staff as play-, 
er and coach. 


■febaCPAColtmHDBCrotttADShaMf . 11 

SDTbomaa.WkqarYbunb.SLWanrto. D ' • 

ACostac I 

Bowflng (to date}: Caddcfc M-4-S3-2; , 

Shhff 7-&&-0; Rosa Tmtt2-Qi /fa, 

21-0; Bums 3-0-21 -a ., ^ 

UmptrateG Sharp wxJPWle* £ 

1^. 

Sussex v Nottinghamshire '' L'C- .■ 

HOVE: Nottiuhaiiiaftta (3pts) ara 337. 

for 5 In thalr flrat tarings igusi Su* 2 ' - 

ID( pj. -*■ 

NMtegftsmsfcto won toss ? . '■ 

NOTTWriiAMSHIRE - Flrat tarings . +-/ »>>t > 

M P Dowman b Klrnsy 0 . ' f.;-n 

RTRotrinscn c Perea b Bates A?' ’ - 

G E Vltaon bwb KtrUay i, ' 

P R PaSard few b Jarvis 49; 

U Afzsal not out PfH 

tW M Noon not out 5 

Extras flbtewfl nbao) ‘ • 

■feta (tor 5, 104 overa) 337- ■ ’ 

P^I -02-lffl 3-189 4-687 &«7. •- 4 

Tb bat RT Bates, Pj Franks, KP EvansP U 

A R Oram. ; v"V 

BowOng {to tate): KJrtJoy 21-400B;; 

Jonria 1 & 2 - 62 - 1 ; Ftabtoson 22-1-74-0; Mar- 
rin-Jeiridns 9^34-0; Betas 26«-70-1; K h, - 

N«wa» B-1-ei-O; Carpenter 2-2-O-a ■ 

8t®3EX: *tP M cxxbs, MTEPalrca.N ft 1 ifa-r. .’ 

Itafcx M Newdt K NawttL J ft CtffponialJ; ir'.V-- 

R S C Mann-Jortdra, Pwjtovla. J 'V..' 

MARottesonHJKirtiK - 

Umptas: M J KHdian and KEPatmed 

Warwickshire v Northants c A 

^ 3 li5 i fw 4 ' • ■: 
against Warwickshire (Q. ' •; . . 

Nonhatnptanahira won loss C V - - '. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Flrat Inringal 

A Fbnteam e Kngbt b BsB 35;- -t.'i- •- 

R R Montgomerie c Smtth b Brawn ~68* 

A J Swam not out 73 

•K M Qsran c Pipar b Brown .0 - 

DJGSateecOcUBrMSas 7f ^ 

TC Walton runout i •. >■ 

ALPanborteynotout ' 

extras (U 2 teiq — 1 *- •',> ' 

fetal (tor 5, 91 ows) 215- ‘ A * ■' 

Fad: 1>€8 2-1333-133 4-200 5412. ■ 

fe bat fo ffolaK M K DbvIk J P feytac 
JF Brawn . 'V- ’ 

Bowling (to data): Watch O-7-26-0' ; A) *u 
Brawn fl -3-29-2; Gtaa 32-1344-1; Bel W ■' p- 1 •. • 

B4B-1;SmHH«»SMl ;. 

WARWICKSHIRE: -N V Kright M Al 'VV 1 :. 

State. G WaJch a!t « 

GteLtKJPipmMAVBai ‘ uf 
UwfrirateAAJonaanndJCBaidHBtonat ‘-*4 
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Pearce completes 
West Ham move 


1 delivg| 

'orkshin 


West Haro yesterday signed 
the Blackburn defender Ian 
Pearce for £23 m - and his first 
task wQl be to mark Newcastle’s 
Champions’ League hat-trick 
\hero, Faustino Asprilla. 

\ji l Newcastle travel to Upton 
Park tomorrow, when Pearce, 
23, will make hts debut along- 
side Rio Ferdinand and David 
Unswonh, He replaces Marc 
I^ieper. who left West Ham for 
Celtic for £1.4m a week ago. 

! “It’s a dream to come to a 
club with such a fine tradition. 
They have made a good start to 
the season and should be look- 
> ing towards a place in Eu- 
rope,’* Pearce, a Hammers fan 
as a boy, said. West Ham have 
now dropped their interest in 
* Nottingham Forest’s Colin 
I Cooper. 

Michael Madar left Bolton 
l last night to embark on talks 
[ -with Tottenham. The French- 
:.man walked out of a meeting 
after Whnderers started hag- 
gling over terms. 

Madar, a free agent, want- 
ed £10,000 a week, a comple- 
mentary car and a free house, 
but Bolton refused his de- 


mands, so the international 
striker, who plays for the Span- 
ish side Deportivo La Coruna, 
travelled to London. Madar is 
wHling to train with Ibttenham 
today. 

Everton’s young centre-half 
Richard Dunne could be the 
unlikely key to a £7m deal for 
Fabrizio Ravanelli. 

, Dunne is wanted by Mid- 
dlesbrough along with Graham 
Stuart and cash for the unsettled 
Italian, but Howard KendaQ, the 
Everton manager, is reluctant to 
lose the youngster. 

Everton were given permis- 
sion to speak to RavancDi by 
Middlesbrough yesterday as 
the First Division dub try to 
speed up the deal, although the 
striker will have to drop his 
wage demands to resurrect the 
move. He has already hinted 
that he would take a pay cut to 
go back to Italy - but Milan, 
who had been linked with a 
move for the* Italian interna- 
tional - were unwilling to pay 
the transfer fee sought by Bryan 
Robson's side. 

Matt Le Ussier could give 
Southampton a boost by re- 


Bad Wednesday for Pleat 


The Sheffield Wednesday man- 
ager David Pleat believes he will 
learn a lot about his players in 
two pecks' time after Grimsby 
taught the Premiership strag- 
glers a simple football lesson. 

The memoiy of last Janu- 
ary’s 7-1 hammering in the FA 
'.pup third round was erased as 
Man Buckley's skilful side took 
■'‘"Wednesday apart in their 2-0 
Coca-Cola Cup second round 
first leg win at Blundell Park on 
Wednesday. 

The Owls’ confidence is 
now about as low as their 
league position as goals from 
Paul Groves and Steve Living- 
stone helped bridge the gulf in 
status and befy Grimsby's 20th 
place in the Second Diviaon. 
Town's domination after 
Groves had hit the opener in 


the 1 7th minute was so great 
they should have added more 
than Livingstone's 52nd minute 
18-yard strike to take back to 
Hillsborough for the return 
leg in two weeks. 

Pleat said: “We have a hell 
of a job on our bands to turn 
this round and I win see what 
character the players have. It 
would be wrong to publicly 
criticise any of them other than 
to say they didn’t command the 
authority they should have. We 
expeaed a hard game and were 
disappointed to lose, but we de- 
served to lose. 

“Credit to Grimsby as they 
did well after they scored. They 
played well as a group where- 
as we didn’t. We were sloppy 
Joes. We must be more ag- 
gressive all round.” 


Buckley was dearly thrilled 
by the night’s events, but knows 
there is st£Q a lot of hard work 
ahead if his side are to complete 
the job. He said: “Dte will go to 
Sheffield in two.weeks to do 
ourselves justice, which is some- 
thing we certainly did in this 
game. 

“It was a terrific perfor- 
mance and also a footballing 
performance, which was im- 
portant to me. The passing 
was good, all departments of 
the team functioned very well 
and played competitive^ and 
they supported each other too. 

“The players can be pleased 
with Their efforts as they did the 
club proud,” the Grimsby man- 
ager added, “but I won’t think 
about Hillsborough until the tie 
comes round.” 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK 


Happy days are back at last for Halifax Town 


b.V century 


It is a long time since Halifax 
Ttiwn have had anything (o 
celebrate. They have not been 
promoted from any division 
since 1969 and have failed to re-, 
gain their Football League 
•.'Vfacc since being relegated in 
- unlike Lincoln, Dar- 
lington and Colchester, who all 
bounced back within a season 
or two of the drop. 

Now, though, there is reason 
for optimism at last at The 
Shay. Tuesday's emphatic 6-1 
win over Telford lifted George 
Mulhall's side to the top of the 
GM Vhuxhall Conference, a 
point clear of the eariy-season 
leaders. Mo recam be. 

“Everybody’s bubbling," 
said the club’s commercial 
manager and press officer. 


Dave Worthington, Frank's 
older brother and a former 
Halifax, Barrow and Grimsby 
full-back. “There’s a long way 
to go but the whole town's talk- 
ing about the club - which 
hasn’t happened for years.” 

The Shay was widely re- 
garded as the worst ground in 
the Football League before 
Halifax went down in ’93, but 
if the West Yorkshire dub man- 
age to regain their League 
place future opponents may not 
recongise the stadium. 

A agreement has been 
signed ro share the ground 
with the town’s rugby league 
dub, Halifax Blue Sax, while 
Calderdale District Council 
have pledged to provide up to 
£500,000 to help fund the re- 


devdopment of the stadium “It 
will be ready for the Fbotball 
League if we finish top,” Wor- 
thington insisted yesterday. 

The man making the head- 
lines on the pitch has been 
Geoff Horsfield, a 23-year-old 
striker who was with the Shay- 
men as a junior in their League 
days, but was released and 
resurrected his career with 
Guisfeley and Wirton Albion in 
the UmBcmd League before 
returning to Halifax. 

Horsfield hit three against 
Telford to follow an earlier 
hat-trick against Yeovil two 
weeks ago. With 10 goals in all 
competitions, he is the leading 
scorer in the Conference this 
season. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAmJE:Bosten4feron^ 
lMwatoe 8 Batewre 3: Nbw' tori*' ttrtwn 
6 Own* 2i Cheap White Sc* 8 Kansas 
City *: CtevotaindY Mnmsate 6; Tfaxas 5 
Saattta 4; Anohetn 8 Oakland 4 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: St Louis 12 Chicago 

Florida 5 PtVadrtprta 2 (2nd 
.-waj 4 CHwmati 1: Houston S PWsfiurgi 
A; Atente ffl Now M«a 2 s San Wega 

. 5 Cobrado San Francisco 2 U» Ange- 
las i 

Basketball 

MEM*S EUTHXEAQUE CHAMPI ONSHtP 

Group B: SDtt (Cron) 72 Wt TMecw" 
Adam (Tutose Group ft Tbanwystefn 
Bcfefpw (B) 80 A8» Bertn (Gar) 7a 

Cycling 

TWJfiOFSRUN Utfungft 
to Alto do 0 Monodaro): i fl Haras 
IKstrnfl 3t» ZSmln 258ee, 2J Jmenw. 
(Banesto) +29WC; 3 P Weftlirn 
Ceemo +35: 4 P to*nv (Hus) <M*») 

5 AZUolo (Swt) ONCE +*nW3a J*"*!* 
■tendings: 1 Zuefe 51hr 29 msi ^Bac .,2 
L Dutaux fSw» Lotua *38aac 3 F EseaW 
'**“ tofrne +2nan 17Mc;4Y Ladonow 
3-27; M Serwo (SP) K*tms 4 

Cricket 

Tha Australia feat bowt ar Jeson Gffl e- 
spie Is My to rotes ti» entire dprnesato 
because othb 

national team coach, Geoff Mwsn. 

s^d yesterday. He fe also expected 

to mss the home Test soriesagatosl 
New Zealand and South Africa dur- 
Ing a lengthy rehabatstton from a 
stress fracas*. 

Tto AustraSan Cricket BoardJACB) 
meets in Meboume todaywtth the 
threat at a pteyere' nwolt hanajhB wf 
Its annual generei meeting Jhe 
traBan Cncketers' Assodstion, 
union tor fest-ctoss cnckeiere. w®*® 

tomeettheAraassooneapow- 

bla The ACA is camp^gnriQ 

lassssssssss 

- cricketers. 

Football 

TheaackhumFtouerew^I^f^ 


Crewe have agreed a £150000 fee 
with. Crystal Pateoe for the ouUrf- 
favour defender Gareth Davies. 
fiMwafi have stoned Paul WMnson 
from Barnsley for C6Q0OQ- The 32- . 
year-old former Mddtesbrough sWk- 
ar was surplus to requrantonts at 
Oakwefl fbtowtng the arrival of Ash- 
ley Ward from Derby taat week. 

The world champions. Brazil, and Ai- 


fn Renee nett, year. 

Ibrox stacSum has been satected es 
the venue for tte fod of tote season^ 
Scottish Coca-CO&OR j* 

played on 30 November Atthcughthe 
SSSfinal Bob have s tB to tate pteca 

mdQueroofdje Soum.w«beMRr 
Park, MoihervwA on Sunday Si No- 
vember. 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: San Joae 
(EgypijsSnHiDai: Brad * Germany a 

Golf 


AMERICAN EXPRESS REHNESSV 
WOMENS TOUaMlCVT {COtognaf 
Ing tint Muid acona p» or M uoMi 
■a): 07 K IWta (Ai^. M HorthfSw* T1 
lebinM DRBki J IMB (ho), ns Cwon (flug. 
N ft* Kua w HAWodMon {ftiSftC 
Sctii«KraHVfcdaKrtj,Sftfcn£«*(FiJi 
FCWMUlteABMa^^aProaBMTASfe- 
twi (NZ1 LBroolcy (NZ). K Orura {Dirt T Ra- 

LaSypS^AM KfUA JAufft MlflZ (SAfc V 

LMKUC Fri. L M HBtfcloro M 

KOch (CwL K Paopnwar (M]r A-C Janasson 
(Swex R Cteniado (SM- 

Hockey 

Davti Mathews, wtth two penalty cor- 
ner goals helped Enffandto a4-l win 
maffist Egypt te that second game of 
the Jirforttbrld Cup at Mtton Keynes 
yesterday 

JUNIOR WORia CUP (Won Kwnaa) P«ol 
A: a*h 3 hue a Namkndi 2 Bolrfum a 
Peolft EnQland 4 Egypt t 

Ice hockey 

Caidttf Devte are appeaing against 
a notice served by envkeranental 
health officers ordartog them to meet 


turning to Premiership action 
against Liverpool tomorrow. 

Le Tissier missed the dub's 
first six games of the new cam- 
paign after breaking his arm in 
pre-season training, but he 
made a goal-scoring 75-minute 
appearance for Southampton 
reserves at Wrtford cm Wednes- 
day and may well be brought on 
to the bench ahead of schedule. 

Leicester CSty have initial- 
ed an investigation after com- 
plaints from supporters 
travelling by coach to their 
Uefa Cup tie with Atletico 
Madrid. Seven hundred fans in 
14 coaches left Filbert Street for 
Spain as part of an official 
club party, but the 36-hour 
journey was described as “hell 
on wheels”. Leicester have, 
arranged a meeting at the 
ground tomorrow morning for 
supporters to air their views. 

The Celtic and Scotland 
striker Darren Jackson is due 
to resume light tr aining on 
Monday - only three weeks af- 
ter undergoing an operation to 
remove excess fluid from bus 
brain. 

-Alan Nixon 



Faustino Asprilla puts Newcastle United ahead against Barcelona from the penalty spot 


Photograph: Allsport 


Gillespie’s revival rouses Newcastle 


Against Barcelona 
Newcastle United 
benefited not only from 
Faustino Asprilta's 
superb finishing but 
also from the return to 
form of their speedy 
winger, Keith Gillespie. 
Glenn Moore reports. 


Newcastle woke yesterday to a 
thousand hangovers but the 
groans were dispelled as soon 
as the memories came back. It 
was true, the Iboo really had 
laid waste to Barcelona. 

For a region so passionate 
about their fbotball there is a 
lot of self-doubt in Newcastle. 
It was not just Kevin Keegan 
who was scarred by the 1995- 
96 championship collapse, the 
players and fans were, too. 
That was evident during 
Barcelona's spirited attempt 


to daw back the 3-0 deficit on 
Wednesday night. The home 
players hacked the ball any- 
where, inviting further pressure 
upon themselves, while the 
fans alternately chewed nails 
and whistled for time. 

If Barcelona had levelled the 
tie, and Christophe Dugarry 
had a good chance to do so, the 
damage would have gone be- 
yond the loss of two Champ- 
ions' League points. Newcastle 
would have plunged into further 
introspection and the doubts 
would have intensified. Instead, 
they will remember the scintil- 
lating opening hour, not the 
nervous last 30 minutes. 

The game will always be re- 
membered for Faustino Aspril- 
la's hat-trick, but another player 
will also fake strength from 
Wednesday night. Keith Gille- 
spie, the “makeweight" in the 
Andy Cole transfer, has had a 
difficult 18 months. Thbloid 
revelations about his private life 


have been mirrored by incon- 
sistency on the pitch. This last 
month his undoubted ability has 
re-emerged. He has been out- 
standing against two interna- 
tional benchmarks, Germany’s 
Christian Ziege, when playing 
for Northern Ireland, and on 
Wednesday night Barcelona’s 
SergL In both cases, those dis- 
plays have been hailed as his 
best for each team. 

“Playing well against Ger- 
many did lift my confidence," 
he said yesterday. “I was simply 
pleased to be in againsL 
Barcelona, you never know if 
you are going to be playing or 
not. I have been inconsistent; 
two years ago, when I was on 
one wing and David Ginola on 
the other, was probably my 
best period. 

“The onus was on me to pro- 
vide the service to the front two 
and it was a lift to play well. For 
many of us it was the most im- 
portant game of our careers: it 


.is not every day you play 
Barcelona in the Champions’ 
League. 

“There was a great atmos- 
phere. W 2 all worked hard. The 
way we dosed them down was 
fantastic, we never gave them 
time to settle. At 3-0, they 
seemed dead and buried, you 
have to give them credit for 
coming back." 

The Ulsterman has long 
been noted for his pace. What 
also impressed on Wednesday 
was his delivery, the crosses As- 
prilla scored from were just two 
of half-a-dozen pin-point balls. 

Newcastle now travel to 
Ukraine to play Dynamo Kiev, 
the group leaders after their im- 
pressive 3-1 win away to PSV 
Eindhoven, on 1 October. Hav- 
ing played there recently with 
Northern Ireland, Gillespie 
may be the only Newcastle 
player to have been there. “It’s 
going to be a difficult place to 
go," he said. 


Second best may not be good enough 


Manchester United 
made the most of their 
Champions’ League trip 
to Slovakia, but they 
know that sterner tests 
lie ahead. Guy Hodgson 
reports. 

A certainty in the aftermath of 
Manchester United’s win in 
Kosice was that Akx Ferguson’s 
retort that be was not con- 
cerned about the result in Turin 
could be taken with a mine of 
salt. The formal of the Champ- 
ions’ League means all match- 
es demand attention. 

The switch to six groups 
where only the winners are 
certain to reach the knock-out 
phase has ensured that every 
point, every goal is important 
United cannot rely on finishing 


safety netting to protect spectators 
from pucks, me notice was served 
on ihe ownws of the Deuitf home rt*. 
Celtic Leisure, after two fans, one a 
pregnsntwoman, ware injured during 
games last season. 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: PBtwbor- 
ough Pirates 5 Sough Je»5; CanSH Dav- 
is 2 Sracknaa Bass Z. IWord Tigers 0 
NewcMtie Cobras a 

Olympic games 
Helsinki plans to ask the Norwegian 
town of Llehamrwr, wttch hosted the 
J994 Winter OfympJcs, to join it in a 
bid to host tfae 2006 Games. 


above Juventus in Group B so 
they have to go all guns blaz- 
ing for the best second place. 

In that context a 3-0 win 
away from home - albeit agpinst 
newcomers to the Champions' 
League disrupted by the resig- 
nation of their coach -was sat- 
isfying. In numerical terms, no 
team achieved better on their 
travels and only Juventus em- 
bellished their goal difference 
by more. If United had lost, 
their prospect of moving 
towards Europe's pinnacle 
would have diminished; now 
they can meet Juventus at Old 
Trafford on I October knowing 
a victory will pot them in a 
healthy position to qualify. 

By then Ryan Giggs, Tfeddy 
Sheringbam and even Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer could be fit 
to provide a cutting thrust that 
has been the one ingredient 


quarter-final Any subsequent sus- 
pension would have nted Nm out of 
next montHfc match wtth ihe Sharks, 
but the Rugby Football League <fed- 
pinary committee decided the efis- 
missa) was sufficient punishment 

Rugby Union 

Johnny Scfnster, released by HaSfax 
Sue Sox yesterdays has signed (or 


Rugby League 
RobbteBaazteyLitodmBronoos'ver- 
safle hooker or hafl-back, was last noht 
ctearad to play rihfeacteS World Cito 
Championship charter-final against 
Cromia on 5 October. The Aistrafian 
was sent oH tor throwing a punch In 
a tackle near end of Broncos’ sur- 
prise 5S-« home defeat by Sheffield 
Eagles In test Smteyfe Premiership 


Btockheatn and is fine tor a debut 
against Fyfcte on Saturday. Schuster 
Is a dose Mend of BJadcneath cap- 
tain, John Gaiagher, with whom he 
played in New Zealantfs T997 World 
Cup winning team. 

Snooker 

James Wtetana added his name to ihe 
sports record books by firing In a 
maximtm trade ckjrtoQ the Ctech Chi- 
na fet a mational Super Chalenge in 


missing to date, hi the League 
it has been the goals from mid 1 
field that have bailed them 
out, on Wednesday it was the 
defence. 

Forced to play Andy Cole as 
the sale striker. United’s Christ- 
mas tree formation placed an 
emphasis on the full-backs to 
give them width, something 
Denis Irwin did to emphatic 
effect, scoring for the first time 
since the opening match of 
last season. Henning Berg then 
killed the contest. 

It was, as Ferguson said, a 
“good night* but one that was 
not flawless. Cole, who added 
the third in the dosing minutes, 
had another fitful performance, 
more assured with his touch but 
still profligate. If United are 
going to win the European 
Cup a smoother finish will be 
required. 


run is the first maximum to be coo- 

structed in a maior professional tovr- 

nament outside Britah. Wattana. who 
previously compiled maxtouns 81 
Goto the «®J World Masters and «98 
Brtfish Open, now stands aiona In seo- 
ond place on the al-time fat of pro- 
compaBtton MTS behind Stephen 
Hendry, who has tow. 

CATCH CHINA INTERNATIONAL SU- 
PER CHALLENGE (PaUm): Oowtar-fl- 
naia: R OSiWvBn (Eng) bt Guo Hua (Ctm) 
S-a J Wtattana (Tha) bt Pang We Goo [ChnJ 
5-4 


That could come withSher- 
ingham and Solskjaer, but how 
United shore up Gary fillister 
is another matter. He looked 
rickety against West Ham on 
Saturday and floundered on oc- 
casions against tbe quick, in all 
senses, Jozef Kozlej in Kosice. 
His near-perpetual back prob- 
lems might be flaring and Unit- 
ed have no one of his stature 
as a replacement 

Had Pallister's shirt pull on 
Albert Rusnak with the score 
at 1-0 been punished with Lhe 
penalty it deserved. United 
might have come away from 
Slovakia with a very different 
result. “Kosice will learn from 
this experience," Ferguson said 
afterwards. Enough to take 
points off Juventus and Feye- 
noord in Lhe group matches? 
The United manager will 
earnestly hope so. 


fees and forced the Egyptian back- 
wards across (he open air cotrt 
mounted under the Great Pyramids 
of Gtza, outside Cairo. 

Sumo 

AUTUIM GRAND SUMO TOURNAMENT 
12tti day of 15: Ytensao Hmyo) (won V km 
3 bt Afcnesiu (7-5): V&wnojo {&€) bt 
Kyokujwno fturyo) (S-G); Kotoryu bt 
ftfeuginito (B-6): lOt&kacttdcM (7-5) bt 
rtgonourri BW); CNyrtokaJ [7-S W Tbct*- 
nowaka (6-6): Mnatafuji (6-6) bt KtftxteW- 


Squash 

Rodney Eytas, the AustraSan world 
No 2 end president of the Profes- 
stanal Squash Association, has been 
raven an official PSA wamfeg tor a 
Threatening act of Intimidation" 
against Ahmed Barada during the* 
quarter-final of the AI Ahram bv 


aMma M-S) bt " 
Hamanosnma (8-6) 
totfancrada (7-S) bt 
* “UbtKonohta 


mme 


B) bt Ibkatnrki 




(tt -1) tt Ate- 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


with the dub 



Invitation event Vlbttanab perfect 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


Tbe number of players 
sent off \n Wednesday^ 
ArgerrtirjeRxSbal League 
Buenos Aires derby be- 
tween Racing Ckto and In- 
depencientEL Racmg Club, 
who lost 2-0, had four 
men efismissed and fin- 
ished the match wtth only 
seven players. 


er before incurred dsetofinary sanc- 
tions and would normally be part of 

the PSA tSsdpSnary board. The In- 
cident in question was a confronta- 
tion when the 30-year-old AustraSan 
slammed he brow into Barada’s 


TODAY 'S FIXTURES 

Football 

7.45 antes* acstsd 

NATtONWme FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Brawtfoid v Wyeomba — — . — 

LEAGUE OP WALES: Newtown v TbtnJ 
Network Solutions Lhnsanttfraid (730). 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRajWOPrarnlwDMakJreStPatiK*^ 
Athletic v Stafecurna. 

Rugby League 

STONES PREMIERSHIP SemHhal: a 

Hetenn v CostiofonJ (730). 


azuna Atabono (B-3) bt wetkanotana 

(a-®. -tianaras absences. 

Tennis 

PRINCESS CUP WOMEN’S TOURNA- 
MENT (Tokyo): Singles, Second round: 
K Po (US) bt R Hrah (Japan) M 7-6 && 
U Fang (Ch) bt U*A verso (Vani 7-5 B-K N 
Zvereva (Bela) bt A Suot&ito (Japan) 6-2 
8-3; A Sanchez Vcarto (Sp) bt S Asarxw 
(Japan) SO frO Tftfnf round: C 
(Sp) bt Wang Storing (Ta>) fri 8-3. 


Speedway 

SJTE LEAGUE: 5e0a tAi* v Kings Lynn 
(73Q; F’enrtnmugh v Rode (MS). 
PREMIER LEAGUE: Arena Essex v HU 
®0; EcSnbudt v Mmvcastic (730): Ox- 
ferttf Wad Snght (7A5V 

Basketball 

BUDWE1SER LEAGUE: Nawcastte v 

laoeetwra®. 

Other sports 

GOLF: Entail Uastera (Forest d Arden); 
Guantai hsh Ubmenh 0|»n (DuHn). 
TENNIS: OA Suite (HUfi. 


| GOLF 

{ Russell sets 
) off on record 
I birdie run 

i Mark Roc has long since left 
J the Qualifying School far bc- 
| hind. Instead, he has been 
j spending some time at the 
[ school of hard knocks, but an 
| opening round of 65 in ihe 
j OncJOne British Masters here 
j at the Forest of Arden was a 
j welcome return to form. 

When play was suspended 
i due to darkness, having earli- 
| er been delayed for three hours 
j and five minutes by the mom- 
i ing fog. Roe led by one from 
i Raymond Russell, who was six 
j under for nine boles. 

Russell, the former Whlker 
I Cup player, birdied the first 
\ eight boles - a feat he dismissed 
{ as “hitting a few wedges close 
1 and holing a few long putts” - 
i before taking a double-bogey 
\ six at the ninth when he drove 
| into a hazard. His run, one out- 
| side the world record, equalled 
] the European mark. 

“I wasn’t thinking about 
= any records," the Scot said. “I 
\ didn't know what it was. J was 
i having a chat with my caddie 
j about the football last nighL 2 
} just hit a bad shot at the ninth, 
j I hadn’t got excited. Any time 
j you have a double bogey you 
i are disappointed." 

Roe admitted to an odd 
j feeling when he walked on to 
I the eighth tee, but for a differ- 
j enl reason. It was here three 
I years ago. during the pro-am 
\ before the English Open, that 
[ the former three-time winner 
j was struck on the forehead by 
j a ball hit by a left-handed am- 
j ateur on the second fairway, 
j “There is a fence along the 
i tee, but it was big hook and 
j came round the edge over the 
{ lake," Roe recalled. Roe lost 
j consciousness briefly, went to 
j hospital but tried lo play the 
i next day. He lasted nine holes. 
1 “It’s difficult when you can 

1 see four different balls, and or- 
1 artge spots and yellow Stars,” he 
| said. “The gentleman wrote to 
1 me, a nice letter, saying be 
1 made a four on the hole and 
| that he had a super day. 1 cer- 
i emoniousfy burned it It took 
j four months to get over the bad 
! vision and headaches. Then ] 
i had a brain scan, which was 
i dear -they couldn’t find one,“ 
j At the time. Roe was lying 
i fifth in the order of merit. He 
l ended the season ninth, his best 
j season, but fell to 126th the aext 
j year, during which he went 
I through a divorce and con- 
1 templated suidde. 

His life and golf game hap- 
| pily restored, he needed one 
) thing to produce a low score: 
j a few putts to drop. “You can- 
\ notcompeteifyoudonotcon- 
j vert your chances," he added. 
[ - Andy Farrell 

! RUGBY UNION 

i Call to stamp 
I out violence 

| The silence e m a n at ing from the 
\ Heineken Cup boardroom is 
? almost deafening, but one man 
i at least is detennined to force the 
5 top brass into making some son 
| of noise. Roger Pickering, the 
| tournament director, yesterday 
\ recommended that his superiors 
1 take immediate sanctions against 
I Brive and Pontypridd in the 
: wake of last weekend’s violent 
excesses in France. 

Pickering was not only dis- 
turbed by the punch-up 
between the two sides and “sick- 
ened" by the bar-room brawl 
that followed it - three Brive 
players needed hospital treat- 
ment while a similar number of 
Welshmen were invited to help 
the police with their inquiries - 
but he was also depressed by 
incidents in Lhe Pau-Lianclli 
match, not to mention the Con- 
ference tie between Newcastle 
and Perpignan. 

Tom Kieman and bis fellow 
European Rugby Cup Ltd 
directors heard evidence from 
both Brive and Pontypridd in 
Dublin cxi Wednesday but failed 
to agree a course of action. Yes- 
terday, Pickering revealed that 
a second meeting had been 
scheduled for Monday. 

Pontypridd officials added a 
bizarre twist by claiming that 
Brive had made transfer 
approaches to Dale McIntosh 
and Phil John, two of the play- 
ers most implicated in the after- 
match violence - which puts a 
new perspective on McIntosh’s 
thumbs-up sign to the home 
crowd after he had been sent off. 

- Chris Hewett 
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Grobbelaar and Segers charged by FA with breaches of betting rules 


Bruce Grobbelaar and 
Hans Segers, two of the 

three footballers cleared 
of match-fixing at 
Winchester Crown 
Court last month, have 
been charged by the 
Football Association 
with breaking its rules 
on betting. 

If found guilty, they 
couki face lifetime bans 
from the sport. Guy 
Hodgson reports on the 
latest twist in a long- 
running saga. 


No sooner had Bruce Grobbe- 
laar, Han Segers and John 
Fashanu been found not guilty 
at Winchester Crown Court, 
last month than the Football As- 
sociation asked Sir John Smith, 
the former deputy commis- 
sioner of the Metropolitan Po- 
lice, to investigate the evidence 
presented in court. 

Yesterday’s charges by the 
FA against Grobbelaar and 
Segers -Fashanu has retired and 
is, for the moment at leas, out 
of its jurisdiction -were the re- 
sult of that investigation and fol- 
lowed consultation with the 
legal representatives of all three 
players. 

A more serious charge of 


match-fixing, levelled at Grob- 
belaar by the FA in November 
1994 and suspended pending 
the criminal proceedings, has 
been dropped. 

At Winchester the players 
admitted to befog paid for fore- 
casting the results of games, a 
breach of rules ou betting tight- 
ened after the bribes scandal in 
the 1960S that effectively end- 
ed the careers of a number of 
players, including the England 
internationals Peter Swan and 
Tony Kay. 

Announcing the decision 
David Davies, the FAs director 
of public affairs, said: “The 
players and their dubs - Wolver- 


United respec ti vely-- have beau 
informed of this decision this 
morning. They have 14 days to 

respond.” 

The FA is also effectively urg- 
ing world football's governing 

body, Fife, to reject an applica- 
tion by Eishanu, the former 
WnriNedon player to become an 
approved agent. “John Fashanu 
is now outride die game,” Davies 
said. “He has, however, applied 
for a Fife, licence to operate as 
an agent This has been pending 
while the crinmml proceedmgs 
against him were completed. 

“Sir John has recommended 
that details of those proceedings 
are forwarded immediately to 
Fife to help them in their con- 


ridezation of the application." 

Neither Grobbelaar, 39, 
who won six championship and 
three European Cup winners 
medals with Liverpool in the 
1980s or Segers, 35, formerly 
with Nottingham Forest and 
Wimbledon, is a first-choice 
player wife his current dub arid 
even if the FA imposed small- 
er bans than a life term, their 
ages mean that their careers 
would be effectively ended 

Nevertheless Grobbelaar is 

almost certain to play for Oxford 
against Sheffield United at the 
Manor Ground tomorrow. The 
Zimbabwean international 
signed a month’s contract ear- 
lier this week as for the in- 


jured Phil Whitehead and* the 
Oxford secretary Mick- Brown 
said yesterday’s developments 
would not affect Grobbelaar’S 
dances of appearing. 

"We have spoken to the FA 
and there is no problem with 
him paying,” he said. "Until the 
case is heard we don’t know 


what the result is. He has jnst 
been charged, he has not been 
found guflty. And when hegets 
the hearing 1 expect it win be 
outside the month he is here 
anyway.” 

The dedson to drop the 
match-fixing charge against 
Grobbelaar was inevitable af- 
ter the verdict at Winchester 
and his solid tor, David Hewitt, 


laid the emphasis on that “The 
EAfs decision once and for all 
vindicates Bruce, who bascon- 
sfetently denied any invdlv©- 
mentin match-fixing," he said. 

“With regard to the fresh al- 
legation oif assisting in betting 
on football matches, I still 
await full details from the Foot- 
ball Association and will be dK- 
mssing the matter with Bruce. 
I anticipate that we wQl request 
a personal hearing.” 

Segers’ solicitor, Mel Gold- 
berg, said his client was “very 
disappointed" by. the FAs de- 
cision and would be seeking a 
personal hearing. "He feels 
that be has suffered enough 
over the last two-and-a-half 


years and has already cleared 
his name in a court of law.” - 
Betting on the outcome of 
matches is against FA rules, al- 
though many players haws ait 
nutted to laying wagers on 
themselves, most commonly to 
score the first goal in.a parties 
lar match. RsBowfog the blest tri- 
al, somot figures at the IA have 
become concerned that these in- 

noceat bets could turn into the 
basis for match man ip ul ati on. . r- 
Sir John Smith’s brief was !>£■£ 
also to consider what recoin- . 
mendations he had about the ' 
rules regarding betting and 
forecasting in footbalL He is ex- 
pected to deliver his report ear- 
ly next month. • 





CRICKET 


Pitch report 
could cost 
Kent their 
title chance 


Henry BJofeJd 

reports from Canterbury 
Surrey 124 
Kent 217-9 


Top of the table 


P V L OBot SM TW 
I (Q ...18 7 9 7 48 57 236 

16 7 4 S 44 W 238 

I — 16 0 2 6 41 S3 214 

— 7 2 7 30 SI 214 

7 4 5 30 56 213 

• tacUJas jMtonky* fTO round bone potta 



This was a poor pitch for a 
match which may decide the 
County Championship. Nine- 
teen wickets feU on the first day 
on what David Gilbert, the 
Surrey coach, charitably de- 
scribed as a “sporting green 
top." It was more than that. A 
nasty bounce claimed at least 
four wickets and was uppermost 
in the batsmen's minds. 

It was also of concern to the 
umpires Trevor Jesty and Alan 
Whitehead, who reported the 
strip - last played on in 1993 - 
for being “underprepared”. 

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board pitches consul- 
tant, Harry Brind, will now in- 
spect the wicket this morning. 
If he finds Kent guilty, they 
could be docked as many as 25 
points - which would confirm 
Glamorgan as champions with- 
out the Welsh county needing 
to beat Somerset at Taunton. 

John Wright, the Kent 
coach, said that the groundstaff 
had chosen “the flattest pitch 
out there” for the match. 

An important ride issue to 
the day's developments was 
Gilbert's statement on Wednes- 
day that Glamorgan could ex- 
pect no Cntuns from Surrey. He 
claims he was badly misquoted 
and had meant the exact oppo- 
site, namely, that Surrey had 
every intention of making it as 
hard as possible for the home 


side. “I was asked straight out," 
he said. “Who I would prefer to 
win the Champioaship and I said 
‘Kent’. It was just an honest an- 
swer. But to think that means 
that Surrey wouldn't try against 
them is absolute rubbish." 

Kent, who won the toss - 
and even Glamorgan cannot 
blame anyone for that - bowled 
when conditions were at their 
hardest and bowled better than 
Surrey did later on. 

In the morning session, 
when Surrey were bowled out 
in 27 overs in 130 minutes, the 
ball swung sharply in a heavy 
haze and moved all over the 
place off the seam, particular- 
ly at the Naddngton Road end. 

On this sort of pitch only 
batsmen of real class or those 
with determination will make 
runs. Kent’s Mark Butcher, 
who batted for 93 minutes, dis- 
played bags of the second, while 
Chris Lewis’s flair enabled him 
to produce an exciting cameo, 
but nothing more, as so often 
happens with him. Later, Ed 
Smith and Alan Wells showed 
what class could do and Mark 
Ealham revealed a combination 
of the two. 

Both counties are fielding 
weakened sides. Kent were 
without the injured Matin 
McCague and Dean Headley, 
while Paul Strang has gone 
home to play for Zimbabwe. 
Surrey are without Graham 



Wright in clear 


Rupesh Amin is bowled by KentYMatthew Fleming to end Surrey's innings at Canterbury yesterday Photograph: RA 


Thorpe, Adam Hollioake and 
Martin BicknelL 

Kent’s derision to field first 
was a formality and before II 
overs had been bowled half the 
Surrey were out for 29. Alec 
Stewart had a nasty lifter he 
could get on top off and was 
brilliantly caught at short leg. 
Otherwise there were some 
poor strokes by batsmen find- 
ing the movement too much for 


them and whose techniques 
were shown to be sketchy. 

Kent’s Julian Thompson, 
who swung the ball sharply 
away from the right handers, 
bowled extremely well for his 
4 for 33, although he was lucky 
when Alistair Brown skied a 
hook to fine leg. 

The home ride made hard- 
ly the best of starts to their in- 
nings when David Fulton drove 


at the first bail of their innings 
and was caught at second slip. 
The sharp bounce caused the 
second wicket to fell, Trevor 
Ward being caught in two 
minds by one which lifted un- 
pleasantly. A mixture of poor 
batting, good bonding arid the 
unexpected bounce then had 
Kent wickets felling just as 
Surrey's had earlier in the day. 

Smith received a yorker 


when he was on the back foot 
expecting a bouncer, while 
Graham Cowdrey bad a brute 
of a ball which lifted from near 
a length. Wells’ fine inning s 
ended when he fell to Lewis 
outride the off stump. 

After tea, Ealham was ad- 
mirable, making the only fifty of 
the day. Ben Phillips matte an 
excellent partner and tilfe$|jut- 
on51 for the eighth wicket • 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 

No. 3468 Friday 19 Scptrralw By Phi Thursday’s sdntSoa 



ACROSS 

l Picture harbour, one with 
sailor round about (8) 

5 River calms around first 
sign of Henley (6) 

9 Neat game from universi- 
ties (8) 

10 It protects King in love-af- 
fair (6) 

( I Sick of mountains? (5) 

12 Secret society member left 
over some associate (91 


23 Tree not readilv moved for 
treatment (5, 5) 

24 First slice of bread com- 
_ pjete - with this? (6) 

25 Day cadet aeeds to get 
drunk - leaves for drink 
here? (3-5) 


14 Find royal circle not guUtv 
sumawyp. 


^tn camera, prc&umal 

17 Provider of Meals on 
Wheels? (, 103 ) 

20 1 throw away a lot in port 
of London (9) 

21 Plan on receiving the 
french national symbol (5) 

22 Relative accepts second 
m , it» fS'i 


DOWN 

1 Power in writing about the 
Northern view (S) 

2 Anger about pre-Christ- 
ian date ascribed to some 
bones (7) 

3 Bright, not black and wet 
15) 

4 Cheerful transplant pa- 
tient's hopes lie here? (2, 
4,5) 

6 Rugby play er appearing in 
pantomime? (9) 


7 With a switch, most of 
monolith is illuminated at 
night (7) 

8 Perceptive, a little, about 
women (6) 

13 Slicking to principles is 
unusual in a director fil) 

15 No car seen in pieces from 
this vibration (9) 

16 Congenial scrq&iire lessons 
finish in rush (8) 

17 Appearance of prototype 
part not allowed, we hear 
(4-3) 

18 Composer to get a load of 
real estate (T) 

19 Pointed remark about one 
coki medicine having effect 
on the digestion (6) 

21 Inspiration running short, 
I see. in symphony, perhaps 

(5) 



Maynard makes merry as 
Glamorgan stay focused 


-••• 


Derek Pringfe 

reports from Taunton 
Somerset 252 
Glamorgan 159-2 


Tbunton was a place of near 
monastic calm in comparison to 
Canterbury yesterday, with nary 
a -pitch inspector in sight At 
least ir was until Matthew May- 
nard strode to the crease and 
decided to respond to Somer- 
set's first innings of 252, by 
launching a blistering assault 
eveiy bit as exhilarating as tbe 
one’s performed here by Ian 
Botham and Vivian Richards in 
the previous decade. 

Outscoring his partner, 
Hugh Morris, unbeaten on 49, 
at ewer two runs to one, May- 
nard charged to an unbeaten 76 
off 71 balls. With the clean 
tones of his power play ringing 
out around the ground, all bar 
Andy Caddickfolt die power of 
his desire to bring the Champ- 
ionship pennant bade to Wklra- 
for the first time since 1969. 

ft -was a ra piain ’g innings anti 

more; a scruff of the neck re- 
sponse to all the controversy and 
ire that las been in the air since 
Surrey’s announced their en- 
feebled side to play Kmc, the 
other Championship con- 
tenders. With the weather set 
feir for the next few days, Glam- 
organ’s efforts will be directed 
towards extracting 24. points 
Uhi- .iil- ihcv probsMv onlv 


need 21) from the 22 yards here 
at Thunton rather than the go- 
ings-on down in Kent 

Maynard's treatment of the 
rookie Ben Ho tt, in particular, 
was so brutal it verged on bul- 
iyihg, as the young pace bowler’s 
two overs were despatched for 
21 runs, including a mighty pull 
for six over mid-wckeL 

It was not all one-way traf- 
fic, though, and Somerset, fol- 
lowing Caddick’s doublestrike 
to remove Steve James and 
Adrian Dale, had their chances, 
spilling a trio of dropped catch- 
es, including Maynard on 70. 

If they bad held them, the 
chances are they could well 
have been contesting this game, 
a position they wfll now find dif- 
ficch tt) resurrect without the the 


have made the 252 on a pitch 
that offered early asristance to 
the seam bowlers, but which 
had flattened out after tea. 

Getting both bounce and 
movement with die new ball, the 
Pakistani fest bonder plucked 
out JPiran Holloway’s off-stump 
in tbe fifth over of the day with 


spinner Mushtaq Ahmed, who 
foiled a fitness test with a re- 
curring sore knee. 

' Rutimatejy for Glamorgan 
supporters, then team had no 
such problem wife their overseas 
player. When you have Waqar 
Yoanis bowling for you ii does 
not really matter what the rest 
gdt up to, and despite bawling 
under the handicap of UruntOQ 
turamy-hebad to leave the field 
to see Messrs Arraitage and 
Shanks after his first spell - 


Somerset's batting in two fiery 
spells either ride of lunch. 

Had he not been indisposed, 
the home side would surely not 


he drove at thin air. 

. .The same could not be said 
for Simon Ecclestone, who at 
least made contact, albeit only 
thin enough to find Hugh Mor- 
ris at first dip. With Steve Vfetkm 
(3 far 31) picking up Rob Thm- 
erwitha tennis ball bouncer only 
the most gullible would try and 
hit —Turner did and picked out 
DanenThomas at long-teg-find 
Robert Croft winkling out Mar- 
cusTrescothicfc, Wiqar was able 
to operate in short bursts. It 
proved an effective lactic too 
and, jusa as Marie Lathwefl and 
Michael Boms were threatening 
to put together a telling part- 
nershjp, Waqar scattered their 
stumps to izuisb with 4 for 4L 
As has befitted a career that 
has yet to get beyond the high- 
ly promising, LarhwelFs dis- 
missal, playing around a gentle ■ 
mswxuga', brought to an end an- 
other sweet but unsatisfying 
canm He is a talent in limbo, 
a claim that was put into per- 
spective after he was outscored 
fcw ftter Bowler, a grittier but in- 
finitely less talented batsman. 


over rumpus 


The cloud hanging over 
lan VVHgfit was lifted 
yesterday: when the 
England and Arsenal 
striker, who has a poor 
disciplinary record, 
escaped punishment for 
an incident at Leicester 
Nkk Duxbury reports- 


Sout 

It’S h 


\ It was a gpod day for the so- 
called bad guys yesterday as Ian 

Wight, Patrick Vieira and 
Steve Wrish, convinced the 
Football Association that their 
confrontation at Filbert Street 
three weeks ago was nothing 
more than a little argy-bargy. 

Had the FAs disciplinary 
commission not been perjuad- 
' ed, Wright's long history of 
misbehaviour could have meant . 
Arsenal Losing his services for. 
12 matches. 

Wri ght his team-mate Vieira, 
and Walsh, the ^Leicester City 
ca ptain, bad been reported by 
the referee, Graham Baiber.for 
“adopting aggressive attitudes’ 1 . 
Tbe altercation occurred after 
thefinalwfagdeinaftemreasbip 
game that had rim six minutes 
over time dating winch three 
goals were scored. Ii ended 3-3, 
with flie rumpus owrriiadbwmg 
an exquisite hat-trick by the 
Gunners' Dennis Bergjcamp- 

The scenes in which Wight 
and W&bh squared up to each 
other were studied by the dis- 
ciplinary commission for three 
hours before it decided that, as 
there were no fisticuffs, a tick- 
ing off for the players and a 


warning to behave themselves 
would suffice. 

Wright, who had upped his 
standing in the publkr eye. last 
week (scoring twfc* for England 
against Moldova and breaking • - - 4. 

Cliff Bastin’s Arsenal scoring 
record), still had every reason to 
be anxious. In July, he was fined 
£15,000 for two after-match of- . . 
fences and told that be could ex- 
pect no sympathy if be appeared 
before the FA again in “proven 

anti sin-iilar rii winmiinfHi 1 ^ 

Wright, however, “always 
knew I had not done anything.” . 
and blamed “mass hysteria in 
the media'’ for exaggerating the 
incident. The poacher then 
praised the gamekeepers. *Th& 
just shows that you can still gei ; : 
a feir hearing from the Efc./- 
even when they are under that : 
kind of pressure.’’ 


14 :fKv 


K 




Martin O’Neill, the Leices-^ 


ter manager, stood by his - 
that it had been a “storm in a • 


tea cup", but the lesson for play: 
eis was “to get off the field af- 
ter amatch as soon as posable”. 

Wrighti who had beep sub- 
stituted, ran back on to the prteh 
on the instructions of hissed 
ager, Aisdne Wenger, who had 
told him togo and applaud the 
Arsenal supporters. - 

“The FA recognises that 
nothingvery serious went on,” 
Wenger said. ‘All we htfre lost 
is a bit of time coming here.” - 
• Not quite. Pat Rice, Arse- 
nal's assistant manager, lost 
£500 in fines for malting un- 
seemly comments in the refer- 
ee’s dressing-room after-being 
invited there to hear that the 
players were being reported. ! ~ 
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Why make Life 
Complicated? 


Heath Robinson could find the most 

complex solution to a simple task.. 




At Morse, we do the oppoate. As an 
independent provider of computing 
solutions, we simplify implementation 
and management of complex systems. 




Please cal us to find out more about our 
consulting services, or visit our website 
atvwwjmorseixi.uk. 
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Morse Computers 

“ 0800 22 88 88 
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